
THEY’RE
BACK

Millions of cicadas are about to return.

THE 17-YEAR CICADAS

ARE YOU READY?
Millions of big, noisy bugs likely will emerge

soonafter17years livingunderground inNewJer-
sey, according to experts.

But the brightly colored cicadas, which could
show up as early as this month, are largely harm-
less, according to experts.

“They are very cool bugs,” said Bill Sciarappa,
an insect expert and head of Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of Monmouth County.

They’ve killed some trees on rare occasions, he
said, but “generally, this is not an economic pest,
and I don’t think this year it’s going to be an eco-
nomic pest.”

This year’s big “brood” of cicadas —which has
been biding its time underground since the first
Clinton administration — is forecast to emerge
from the ground this spring along the East Coast.

“Spectacular” and “amazing” are two of the
words used by University of Maryland entomolo-
gist Michael Raupp to describe the East’s biggest
influx of the annoying, but mainly harmless, bugs
since a separate brood emerged in 2004.

This year’s “emergence” should be quite exten-
sive, as the critters likelywill come out all theway
from the Carolinas to the Hudson Valley of New
York, said John Cooley, a research scientist from
the University of Connecticut.

“All the East Coast cities are in the path of the
cicadas,”saidCooley,whorunsthemagicicada.org

website, and requests reports from
people who see cicadas this spring.

The emergence could include
parts or all of the New York metro-
politan area, whose nearly 20 mil-
lion inhabitants might have to con-
tend with swarms of cicadas.

“The greater New York metro
area is going to rock with cicadas,”
according to Raupp.

Dan Mozgai, a cicada enthusiast
from Metuchen, said “the timing
depends on the weather. They typi-

cally emerge when the soil
temperature reaches 64 de-
grees.” Mozgai is the foun-
der of the website
cicadamania.com.

David A. Robinson, the
New Jersey state
climatologist atRutgersUni-
versity, said soil temper-
atures were in the mid-40s
last week, so “we’re a ways
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Female cicadas can harm trees when they insert eggs in twigs. Perhaps a
foot or so of a twig will die, with leaves turning brown and the branch tip
generally breaking off or flagging. In most cases, however, that’s akin to
“natural pruning.” Here are some ways to protect trees and shrubs from
cicadas:

» Cover small trees and shrubs with an open-weave cloth as cicadas
emerge and keep the cloth there for about five weeks.

» Use sticky tape, such as Tanglefoot, to create a sticky barrier around the
base of trees. Vaseline and some other household items also might do the
trick.

» Spray water on cicadas to remove them from trees.
Source: Rutgers Cooperative Extension fact sheet; Bill Sciarappa, Rutgers

Cooperative Extension of Monmouth County.

See CICADAS, Page B8
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A day after Birdsall Services
Group furloughed its 300 em-
ployees amid uncertainties over
whether the firm can pay them,
about half the staff showed up to
work Thursday, including some
who said they would continue
work to rebuild Belmar’s de-
stroyed boardwalk, officials
said.

“I think it speaks volumes of
their character,” Belmar Mayor
MattDoherty saidof theBirdsall
employees who committed to
continue with that project.
“They’re outstanding employees
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The news arrived this month
that archaeologists have uncov-
ered the Gates of Hell in Turkey.

While I hate to rain on any-
body’sdiscovery, thesearchaeol-
ogists are, if you’ll pardon theex-
pression, dead wrong. I discov-
ered the gates of hell in 1970,
when I was but 12 years old. The
entrance to hell is actually locat-
edjustoffRoute295 inSouthJer-
sey. I should know. I spent a fair
amount of time there in seventh
grade, paid some heavy dues
there. The entrance to the Land
of the Damned was the door to
my seventh-grade gym class.

In terms of sheer cruelty to
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away” from the emer-
gence of cicadas.

“They have to be in an
area where they could
have, if you will, hiber-
nated for 17 years,” he
said. “In areas that have
had a lot of development
in the last couple of dec-
ades, that might have in-
terfered with their habi-
tat.”

Robinson recalls
camping with Cub Scouts
in Warren County 17
years ago and “just hav-
ing them (cicadas) drop-
ping on you constantly.”

“They don’t bite,” he
said, but “these suckers
are noisy.”

“They’re harmless,
but people think of them
inthesame”wayasgypsy
moths, he said. Unlike
gypsy moths, cicadas
don’t defoliate forests, he
said.

According to Sciarap-
pa, cicadas have a very
sophisticated communi-
cationsystem,withmales
deploying at least five
calls.

“It’s super loud,” he
said. “It’s almost deafen-
ing.”

Calls include an alarm
—a loud buzz to alert oth-
er cicadas to watch for
predators, he said.

Male calls also have
the following themes: a
high pitch “I’m over
here” call and “hey girl, I
heard you click, let’s
meet,” according to Scia-
rappa.Othercalls include
“nice tree branch you
have here” and “time to
mate.”

“They’re pretty
smooth operators, these
guys, so they’re not the
dumb, fat bugs we think
they are,” he said.

15 ‘broods’

There are at least 15
cycles, or “broods,” of pe-
riodical cicadas, some of
which emerge every 17
years, while others
emerge every 13 years.
Different broods of cica-
das emerge in different
parts of the eastern half
of the USA in different
years.Other speciesofci-
cadas show up every
summer. The bugs have
onlybeenseenas farwest
as Texas and Oklahoma
andhavenotbeenspotted
in the Far West.

This year’s group is
known as “Brood II.” The
previousbigcicadaemer-
gence in the East was
2004’s “Brood X.” (Like
Super Bowls, entomolo-
gists like using Roman

numerals to label the dif-
ferent broods).

Cicadas are harmless
bugs but big enough to
startle humans. The larg-
est can have three-inch
wingspans. Young, small
trees can also be dam-
aged when females de-
posit their eggs inside
branches, so theycanbea
problem for fruit or-
chards, Cooley said.

An adult cicada usual-
ly lives for about two to
four weeks, Mozgai said.
This is a long time to wait
after spending 17 years
underground: They ad-
mittedly have “a pretty
dismal life,” Cooley said.
The bugs only come
abovegroundtobreedfor
the next batch of cicadas.

Longest-lived bugs

According to the Penn
State University Ento-
mology Department, ci-
cadas— the longest-lived
insect in North America
—stayaliveunderground
bydrawing fluid fromthe
roots of plants during
those 17 (or 13) years.

And they do serve a
purpose: Cicadas aid
their host trees by aerat-
ing the soil when they
emerge, as well as by
trimming weaker
branches when they lay
their eggs, Morzgai notes
onhiswebsite. “Theyalso
form a vital link in the
food chain between trees
and literally hundreds of
carnivores and omni-
vores.”

Sciarappa said he’s
seen roughly 10,000 or
more cicadas in an acre
(he didn’t count them).

“You might have even
50,000 on an acre that’s
really infested,” he said.

A few years ago, cica-
das killedmature trees in
Farmingdale, but that
wasveryunusual,hesaid.
The cicadas laid eggs and
all the branches fell off
the trees.

“We should know pret-
ty much over the next
month or so if it’s going to
be a banner, heavy year”
for cicadas, he said.

And who or what eats
them? “Anything with a
mouth,” said Cooley, in-
cluding deer, squirrels,
housepets,birds,andyes,
people.

“Whether they’re curi-
ous or doing it for the
shock value, people are
eating cicadas,” Mozgai
writes. “I’ve heard they
taste like asparagus, pop-
corn, minty shrimp and
piney shrimp.”

Todd B. Bates:
732-643-4237; tbates
@njpressmedia.com
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TINTON FALLS — They
clapped, they stomped
their feet, they yelled.

And they stepped.
Kindergartners

through third graders at
Mahala F. Atchison Ele-
mentarySchoolThursday
were treated to a show —
and lesson — from Step
Afrika!, a Washington,
D.C.-based dance troupe
that specializes in the
polyrhythmic dance style
popular among some col-
lege fraternities and so-
rorities.

Six members of the
company presented two
performances at the
school, one in themorning
and another in the after-
noon. The troupe ap-
peared in two Neptune
schools on Wednesday, in
preparation for their
main performance at
Monmouth University in
West Long Branch on Fri-
day.

“I think they were fab-
ulous,” said Atchison
Principal Jessica Black.

According to its web-
site, Step Afrika! is “the
first professional compa-
ny in the world dedicated
to the tradition of step-
ping. Founded in Decem-
ber 1994, the company is
celebrated worldwide for
its efforts to promote an
appreciation for stepping
and the dance tradition’s

use as an educational tool
for young people.”

The company “is a na-
tionalmodel for the use of
stepping in education, es-
pousing themes such as
teamwork, academic
achievement and cross-
cultural understanding,”
according to its website.

In addition to a few
stepsandabrief introduc-
tion to Greek letters (as
used in the fraternity sys-
tem), the company taught
students the importance
of commitment and disci-
pline in their studies.

“They showed them
things they need to work
asa team,and that’s really
important,” Black said.

The performance was
arranged by Vaune Peck,
director of Monmouth
University’s Center for
the Arts.

Bill Bowman: bbowman
@njpressmedia.com

D.C. dance troupe
gets a step ahead
Performers
give lesson
to students

Step Afrika! performs Thursday for grades K-3 at the Mahala Atchinson School in Tinton
Falls. BOB BIELK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

By Bill Bowman
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Assata Barton, a performer with Step Afrika!, performs for
grades K-3 at the Mahala Atchinson School in Tinton Falls.
BOB BIELK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER


