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Spring 2014

"Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and
working together is success." —Henry Ford

“You can learn new things at any time in your life if you're willing to be a begin-
ner. If you actually learn to like being a beginner, the whole world opens up to
you." —Barabra Sher

The Monmouth County 4-H office has gone through a great deal of change in the
last year. We said goodbye to Agent Kate Everett and long-time staff member
Macy Compton, off to the green pastures of Hawaii and retirement, respectively.
More recently, we said goodbye to a beloved staff member, Madge Quince,
Agriculture Secretary, who lost a long, brave battle with cancer. However ends
are also beginnings, and we are starting 2014 strong.

I'am very excited to join the Monmouth 4-H team as Agent, and have an amazing
staff to work with. In addition to Virginia and Sabrina, last year we gained a great
new 4-H secretary, Claudia Lammers. Check out our brief bios inside this
newsletter. This new team has a renewed enthusiasm for working with youth and
volunteers to not only keep our strong club program going, but to bring you new
and exciting opportunities.

It has been a year since our last newsletter, but spring is a time of renewal. So this
issue of the Lucky 4-H’er Gazette is bursting at the seams with updates, greetings,
and ideas for members and leaders alike. I hope to meet many of you in the next
few months, either at club meetings, county events, or one of the three meet and
greets around the county in the coming months.

Believe in the power of youth,

Roberta H. Hunter
Monmouth County 4-H Agent
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NEW CLUBS:
Club da Vinci We are a diverse group of homeschooling families who believe in self-directed learning at

NEW 4-H LEADERS, MEMBERS, & CLUBS!

every age. We collaboratively and freely engage in cooperative fun such as visual art projects, cooking arts,
science experiments, group games and puzzles, TED talks/discussions, museums and field trips, building/
Lego, Hula-Hooping & henna body art, theater games, computer programming and gaming.

Kids Klub Catering to kids who have dyslexia. Club activities, usually community service themed, are
not designed to address each child’s specific needs. Rather, they strive to foster improved self-image,
camaraderie, and increased self-confidence for children who may have previously struggled in the regular
academic setting. While the club meets, parents and guardians also meet to discuss issues and strategies
that face dyslexic children.

NEW VOLUNTEERS: Molly Kocsik, Jennie Pispisa, Shaun Surgent (14 Carrot Rabbit Club); Linda
Librizzi (leader of Collier School Club.)

14 CARROT RABBIT CLUB CHAPEL HILL HOOFBEATS Aurora Surace Kapitula
Catie Anderson Leanna R. Brennan Sarius Surace Kapitula
Ashley Bayles Emma Falk Chase Taylor
Taylor Colby Shawn Hill Madeline Taylor
Samantha Fonte Isabella Marcovecchio Tony Vanco
Jewely-Ann Glucksman Brooke Miller Nathaniel Witschi
Thea Licata Payton Vallillo
Marisa Manhire Abygale Zohn COLLIER SCHOOL CLUB
Gavin Morris Amelya Zohn Nicole Almeida
Logan Morris Ava Bonanno
Olivia Ribas CLUB DA VINCI Diamond Bullock
Stephanie Yuen Ava Barlow Zachary Byrd
Tiffany Yuen WilliamBarlow Izzy Fernandez-Gumert

Jason Bartley Eliana Greenberg
ANIMAL SCIENCE Chester Coddington Briana Lugo
Olivia Garcia Myleah Estes Shannon Rossetto
Cara D'Agostino Edward Hugg Juhass Ryan
Sean Edwards Seth Hugg Royster Taryn
Jewely-Ann Glucksman Noah Ingrassia Maria Vernieri
Shawn Hill Brigid McCabe
Brendan Kane Emily McClave CURRY COMBS
Caitlyn Lang Marious Rossi Jessi Pridmore
Rachel Lang Nicholas Rossi Kiera Wright
Lakota Salerno
ANIME/MANGA Julienne Smith
Chanisty Davis Lena Smith
Roberta Hunter, Virginia Krzyzanowski
Monmouth County 4-H Agent, 4-H Program Associate
hunter@NJAES.Rutgers.edu Krzyzanowski@njaes.rutgers.edu
Claudia Lammers Sabrina Brown
4-H Secretary 4-H Program Assistant
claudia.lammers@co.monmouth.nj.us Sabrina.Brown@co.monmouth.nj.us
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NEW 4-H LEADERS, MEMBERS, & CLUBS!cntd

4-H HEALTH & SERVICE
Emily Abate
Deanna Amarosa
Joshua Antunes
Jason Betz
Mary Christodoulou
Catherine Delgado
Alexander Eisenberg
John Esposito
Jacqueline Fezza
Grace Forsyth
Stephani Galinos
Gillian Gleizer
Nicholas Hettwer
Rachel Hua
Gabrielle Kozlowski
Jack Li
Andria Linfante
Tonia Liu
Nicole Marinaro
Heather Minue
Alicia Muench
Christiana Popo
Lamissa Prova
Melina Recarey
Alexis Richardson
Serena Rumplasch
Nicole Sasso
Olivia Scott
Danielle Seymour
Bret Silverstein
Katie Spencer
Katherine Stankevich
Mari Timney
Mark Trevena
Tara Vakili
Alona Zunger

HEARTS & HORSESHOES
Avah Furtado
Kayla Gallegos
Lia Henderson
Sophia Lebron
Leah Lund
Keira Mullen
Teagan Schwier
Eleanora Wunsch

KIDS KLUB
Caci Lutezek
Robby Lutzky
Michael Mitchell
David Viera

M-14
Shawn Hill
Abigail Keeran
Andrew Keeran
Matthew Keeran
Molly Keeran
Heidi Kiss
Trevor Kiss
Abigail Reiber
Rebekah Trumble
Robert Trumble

MONMOUTH
CLOGGING EXPRESS
Meghan Greco

MONMOUTH S.E.T.
Ethan Balczarek
Joshua Calhoun
Sean Edwards
Andrew Ge
Andrew Gerchak
Ian Habakus
Nick Habakus
Benjamin Kuleshov
Jack McGrath

RAGING REPTILES
Mary Bryant
Andrew Fata
Gregory Hansen
Angelina Lopardo
Tyler Sterrett
Katie Troger
Liam Troger
Nicole Vuille

RISING STARS

RHYTHMIC ILLUSION
Hailee Boyce
Hanyi Deng
Katarina Falls
Rebekah Falls
Alexa Guarini
Brooke Herchakowski
Haleigh Herchakowski
Kara Koniares
Naomi Long

TEEN COUNCIL
Jalil Hamilton
Cole Luterek
Megan Singh

THUNDERHOOFS
Luke Annuzzi
Delaney Ross
Gavin Ross

If you joined our 4-H

family between August 31, 2013 and
March 15, 2014 and we accidentally

omitted your name, please let us
know so we can include you in our
next edition!

There is always room for
More 4-H Clubs in
Monmouth County!

Join one or start one today!
Contact the 4-H Office for
More information.



HEARD AROUND THE 4-H CLOVER

Members of the 14 Carrot Rabbit Club, Shauna DiRienzo & Zahra

Clark, at The Brandywine Nursing Home.

Hannah Valdes spoke at The Rabbit Academy about her

collection efforts for The Kind Heart Rabbit Rescue.

Community Service

Camryn Rothery, Hearts and

help rescued horses.

Horseshoes 4-H Club, organized a
4-H community service in her school to

Members of the Hearts & Horseshoes
4-H Club made bracelets and sold them
to benefit Helping Hearts Horse Rescue

Roberta Hunter, Monmouth County 4-H Agent, gets her
head shaved to support Childhood Cancer Research.

Nick Nichols, Monmouth Livestock Club,
Recognized for Assisting Police Search and
Rescue efforts




HEARD AROUND THE 4-H CLOVER

Allied’s Animal Health & Service 4-H Club has had a busy year and it's not over by a long shot! Last June,

4-H was asked to assist with the 25" anniversary carnival for the King Manor Nursing Home in Neptune.

Members showed up to help run all the games and tables for the senior residents and their families. Then

came the 4-H Monmouth County Fair in July where a few members had great fun volunteering their
services.

As our new school year began, the officers had
jumped right to business at our usual Wednesday
meetings (24 & 4 ) of every month. We’ve had a
large number of enthusiastic freshmen join the club.
Some service projects they took to task immediately
were: watering the PSFA outside flowers,
maintaining the 4-H communication bulletin board,
and gift wrapping at the mall on various shifts to
assist the FoodBank of Monmouth & Ocean
Counties.

A busy year for Allied AH&S members! One of our special partnerships is with the SPCA of
Monmouth County. So far, we’ve had a Wii bowling fundraiser and have made Halloween and Fight
Breast Cancer neckerchiefs for various-sized animals. Our next fundraiser should be coming up in the

spring.

For just plain old school spirit, 4-H had a Halloween/Autumn door decorating contest in October where
the homeroom received a bagel breakfast. In March, 4-H sponsored our 2 annual Pet Photo contest,
where the winner, RAJA the Cat, and its owner won a gift certificate to Petco.

February brought us our own 4-H speaker from the County 4-H, Virginia Krzyzanowski. Due to winter
weather, she was cancelled three times but was willing to keep moving her schedule for us to come and
speak on Teen Council and other 4-H opportunities.
We also had the pleasure to meet the new
Monmouth County 4-H Agent, Roberta Hunter, who
visited our school at the same time.

March is a busy month for 4-H. Coming up for
Allied’s 4-H club will be the senior team attending
the second year of the 4-H Climate Control Summit
at Rutgers. By March 27, our team’s uploaded video
project will be judged by Rutgers scientists and also
for the 4-H People’s Choice Award. County Public
Presentations are in progress at the club level;
interested members are getting ready for the
competitions in April. In addition, 4-H is very busy
sponsoring a GIRLS NITE IN at the school on March
28th. More on that activity in the next newsletter.

Holiday fun!



HEARD AROUND THE 4-H CLOVER

Dedicated to Community Service: 14 Carrot Rabbit Club
by Hannah Valdes

The 14 Carrot Rabbit Club is striving to become more community service oriented. Just this year,
we have accomplished exceptional things. As a club in November, we ran a canned food drive for
the open door food pantry in Freehold Borough. We held Rabbit Academy, an event in which we
had speakers give presentations on different topics about rabbits, in order to educate members of
4-H from near and far. In addition, at Rabbit Academy, we held a bake sale and we gave all of our
proceeds to the Small Animal Advisory to pay for an upcoming rabbit show. Our club also
welcomed Roberta Hunter in giving us a talk on her charitable acts. She taught us numerous things
on community service, and she set quite an example to follow. We also went to Brandywine

Assisted Living on March 1st to bring our rabbits to the seniors and visit with them.

In the future, the 14 Carrot Rabbit Club will be participating in an Earth Day event at the
Manasquan Reservoir, educating the public at a Turkey Swamp Expo, and bringing our rabbits to
Molzon's for the public to get photos with the Easter Bunny. One of our ongoing projects is Kind
Heart Rescue. We have partnered with an all rabbit, no-kill shelter, which is run by a lady out of

her own home. It is a non-profit organization, and we are doing all we can to support her.

Animal Science

The club’s had an active

winter. They had a blast at
the Mingle and Jingle
celebration, and supported
the Seeing Eye, Raptor
Trust and St. Vincent de
Paul. They sent valentines
to the Montgomery Cen-
ter.

Members have been giving
their club presentations,
and have trips planned to

two veterinary hospitals.
Animal Science members with their donations to Standardbred Retirement Foundation & ReRun. They can’t wait for spring!
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IBot Builders
Take First Place!

The championship team!

On March 8%, the iBot Builders, with the Steinert Slam Regional championship award for
robot performance already under their belt, went to the First Lego League Robotics NJ State
Championship Tournament at Mount Olive High School in Flanders, where about 60 teams that
qualified from the regional tournaments competed. They participated in three judging rooms, the
project presentation, robot design presentation, the teamwork event, and the robot game
competition. After a whole day of work, they won first place for the best robot mechanical design.

The 2014 FLL theme was Nature’s fury, and the project was to build a radio station
dedicated to disaster use. The robot they built, the iBot, stood for innovative, brilliant, original and
trusty robot.

The iBot Builders are from the 4-H RoboMasters club and the Monmouth S.E.T. & Robotics
Club. They formed last summer and worked with disaster experts, such as the OEM office and Red
Cross, ReNew Jersey, and the local communities. They’ve certainly had a fun and successful

season!

Are you working with another club?
Tell us your story!



April 1- Horse Project Animal Registrations
May 1- All Animal Registrations Due
May 20- Horse Vaccinations Due- Up-to Date

June 1- All Animal Project Fair Entries Due
Photos must accompany all animals that are not permanently identified.

Premises Inspection Form is also required to exhibit-
Small Animal, Rabbit,Cavy and Poultry
http://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/ah/pdf/4Hpoultryrabbitcavyform.pdf
A Negative Pullorum test must accompany poultry
Mandatory Fair Meeting Friday June 27th at 7:00p.m.

Go Team Monmouth!
Our 4-H Members were all over New Jersey

participating in Animal Science 4-H State Events
The N.J. Model Horse Show-Sara Mullen,
Anthony Paolello ,Jordan Paolello, Jacqueline Tanzi, Ralee Wall

N.J Goat Extravaganza-Rebecca Carmeli-Peslak-3rd place
N.J. Avian Bowl-Kayla O’Donnell and Rebecca Carmeli-Peslak

Two proud teams: NJ Horse Bowl
Team (above) and 3rd place NJ
Dog Bowl winners (right).




Animal Science Updates

Monmouth County Small Animal
& Herpetology Show
Saturday, May10th
Newell Elementary School
27 High Street, Allentown, NJ 08501
All are Welcome!

Tri-County Horse Shows Series

Adult and youth show volunteers always welcome!

April 27th & May 18th

Tri-County 1st English Qualifiers at
East Freehold Park— English and Dressage
hosted by Monmouth County.

Full tri-county series info.

http://www.mmotricounty4h.org

Monmouth Livestock Club
Welcome Mother’s Day with baby animals!
Join us!!!

Sunday, May 4th(10am-2pm)
at Thompson Park

Crafts, Games, Demonstrations




Save The Date!
for these upcoming Cloverbud Events

Sunday, May 4th

Drop in & Join the Livestock Club at
the Spring Exhibit of Baby Animals.
Make & Take - Mother’s Day Gift
Thompson Park, Holmdel 1lam-1pm

Saturday, June 21st-Celebrate the First Day of Summer
Cloverbuds & Siblings-tours of the Vegetable Garden, Refreshments and

Nature Walk (rain date-June 28) 10am-1pm
Make a recycled craft that you can enter in the Fair!!
R.S.V.P. sbrown@njaes.rutgers.edu

The 2014 Monmouth County Fair
will include a special
Exhibit area of Cloverbud photography, gardening

and all creative creations! Please keep these
projects in mind on your adventures and see the

posted Fair Rule Book for entry details.
Spring is the perfect time to create and renew.

Explore together and enjoy each other!

See you at Cloverbud Court.

Record Book Do’s & Don'ts
Do-Add magazine clippings, extra pages, pictures,
and personalize any way that you wish. A record
book meeting lets members be creative and social
while learning about each other.

Don't -use a Standard Record Book if you are a
Cloverbud. We can send you a special

Cloverbud Record Book and you can add your own
pages to Make it Your Own!

Record Books due in the 4-H office 6/27-7/17



#4-Hteens

Painting the World Green theme for 2014
South Jersey 4-H Teen Conference

Eight county 4-H members attended the 2014 South Jersey 4-H Teen Conference
on February 28-March 2 at the Ocean Place Resort and Spa in Long Branch, NJ: Rebecca Car-
meli-Peslak of Millstone; Kymora Clarke, Cole Luterek, and McKayla Tyrrell of Freehold;
Carly Dayton of Wall; Linette Reeman of Lincroft; Abbie Swift of Lakewood; and Erica Todd
of Jackson. They joined more than 110 4-H’ers and 25 adults from 10 South Jersey counties.
The focus was on environmental art, community sustainability, and service learning activities
geared to benefit communities impacted by Superstorm Sandy. Honored guest, Freeholder
Director Lillian G. Burry, encouraged the teens to “Reach for the stars, keep the lessons of 4-H
close to yourselves and you are bound to succeed” during her opening remarks.

Roddy Wildeman, owner of Torche Galerie in Belmar, was the featured speaker
on Friday evening. Though not formally trained as an artist (his professional background is in
real estate and carpentry), he has worked under master artists to hone his craft. After helping
renovate after Superstorm Sandy, he was inspired to turn debris into works of art, and led a
hands-on project with 4-H’ers to create two large pieces to be exhibited in areas impacted by
the hurricane. He shares on his website, "In my current series of work - my starburst forma-
tions are made from wood that was used as floors to walk on, walls and roofs that have pro-
vided shelter. There is something about knowing that these items have been cherished that
inspires me."

This presentation and conference were sponsored in part with a $2,000 grant from
ArtHelps, which is funded by The New Jersey Recovery Fund, hosted by the Community
Foundation of New Jersey and the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation. Guest speaker Danielle
Acerra, ArtHelps Community Project Coordinator for Monmouth County, explained that this

is a joint effort between local and national foundations, NJ corporations, and individuals to

support local nonprofit organizations working in communities af-
fected by Hurricane Sandy. The Fund provides flexible financial
support to organizations focusing on longterm solutions.

Other workshops included boat design, creating emergency pre-
paredness public service announcements, shellfish aquaculture, nature

photography and gyotaku, the Japanese art of fish printing.

Debris turned into art!



2014 South Jersey 4-H Teen Conference Delegation

Additionally, conference participants traveled by SCAT buses to sites around Monmouth
County on Saturday to participate in community service projects to benefit local organizations
including: the Ronald McDonald House, Long Branch Public Library, JBJ Soul Kitchen, Lutheran
Church of Reformation, Highlands Borough Arts Council, and ConKerr Cancer — The Children’s
Hospital at Monmouth Medical Center. Guest speaker, Kathleen Ladoto, Director of Transporta-
tion for Monmouth County, shared the personal and professional challenges she faced as a result
of Superstorm Sandy. Kathy remarked that “The role of SCAT is to assist those with transporta-
tion need throughout the county”. Her department played a vital role in helping to relocate
victims left homeless after the storm. Those 4-H members who were brave enough to participate
in "Freezin' for a Reason" on Saturday afternoon took part in the 4-H Polar Bear Plunge. Through
their plunge sponsors, the teens raised over $450 in donations for JBJ Soul Kitchen in Red Bank.

A formal banquet was held on Saturday evening, which highlighted the activities of each of
the 10 county’s 4-H Teen Councils and was followed with a dance. The closing session on Sunday
included inspirational speaker Marilyn Schlossbach, owner of a number of Monmouth County
establishments including the Langosta Lounge in Asbury Park. Superstorm Sandy caused her to
lose two businesses and her home. Through the many challenges she faced, Marilyn was able to
improve upon her original structures as well as make close lasting relationships with new people
who came into her life during these trying times. Through perseverance, Marilyn can now look
back and see the positive outcomes from this terrible experience.

The South Jersey 4-H Teen Conference is an annual event which brings 4-H members in
grades 8-13 (one year out of high school) together to practice leadership, citizenship and
cooperation. The event is coordinated by the 4-H Youth Development Program, a part of Rutgers

Cooperative Extension.
A A AAVAV A AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY]

This was my third year going to SJTC, and I'd have to say that my favorite parts were the community service,
which my group did at the Long Branch Library, and the Polar Plunge. It was fun getting to go out and meet peo-
ple in the community at the library, and I think it's good for 4-H to have teens out and around in groups doing
this kind of volunteering, because it gets more people interested in 4-H and supports local businesses. Addition-
ally, the Polar Plunge was amazing. Even though it was the coldest I'd ever been (I went all the way under), it was
so much fun and knowing the money went to the Soul Kitchen made it even better. — Linette Reeman

VAYAYAYAYAYAYAYAAAAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAS



Teen Council by Linette Reeman

Monmouth County’s Teen Council has been doing a lot this year. On February 22, the members
of Teen Council participated in the Seaside Polar Plunge to raise money for New Jersey Special
Olympics. Teen Council’s annual Seedling Sale and biggest fundraiser will begin on April 4 at the
same time that county presentations are commencing, and as Teen Council has some new mem-
bers, it will be their very first experience giving a county presentation. During meetings, Teen
Council conducts a few new ice breakers every month to get everyone excited for the rest of the
meeting, and recently we have been doing in-meeting volunteering, such as writing holiday cards
to veterans. Monmouth County is excited to host SJTC at this beautiful Ocean Place Resort in
Long Branch. We’ve got some big plans for this year and we’re excited to see everything happen!

Leader's Helper

. Clubs must be audited by May 1.
All 4-H club treasuries should be audited once a year. 4-H
clubs that have a balance of $100 or more anytime during
the year must complete an audit The audit is to be
performed by someone outside of the club.

. Leaders & Clubs— Heading to an event?
Stop by the office and pick-up our Promotional leader tote
complete with banner, table cloth and 4-H info.

. Agent Meet and Greets
Come meet our new agent, Roberta Hunter, and hear
updates on Monmouth County and state 4-H happenings,

Sat, 5/3  4-H Offices 9:30-11:00, 1:00-2:30
Tue, 5/13 Middletown Library  6:00-7:30
Wed, 5/14 Howell Library 6:00-7:30
Thu, 5/22 4-H offices 6:00-7:00

(before Association mtg. —dinner provided)
RSVP to Claudia at 732.431.7260



100th Anniversary of the Smith-Lever Act
In 2014, we celebrate the 100" anniversary of the Smith-Lever Act, which established the
Cooperative Extension Service, a state-by-state national network of educators who extend
university-based research and knowledge to the people. Each county in New Jersey has a

Cooperative Extension office which houses Agriculture Resource Management, Master
Gardeners, and 4-H.

Freehold Memorial Day Parade
All 4-H members & animals can participate!

Monday - May 26, 2014
Call office to reserve your space by April 28t

14




LINDLEY G. COOK
4-H SUMMER CAMP

For many youngsters,
the first ~ extensive time away
from the family hearth is a
sleepaway camp during the
summer, like the one offered by
the Lindley G. Cook 4-H Youth
Center for Outdoor Education.
Each year, for the past 60 years,
the center has offered a high
quality, fun-filled overnight
camp experience to countless
youths, grades 4-11. The camp,
which is operated by Rutgers
Cooperative Extension, is lo-
cated on 108 acres in beautiful
Stokes State Forest, Sussex
County, N.J. This annual
sleepaway summer camp wel-
comes everyone, not just 4-Hers,
and at an affordable and competitive price for each of the six one-week sessions. Discounts are
available for Rutgers University employees.

Campers participate in weekly sessions that offer a variety of arts & crafts, environmental educa-
tion, shooting sports, and waterfront activities on Lake Shawanni, and bunk with their peers in
one of eleven rustic cabins provided on the site. Campers will also be able to experience a variety
of traditional camp activities like evenings around the campfire, talent shows, learning new
games and dances in a safe, non-competitive environment.

James Tavares, director of the camp since 2000, describes
the camp experience as one that facilitates real growth for
all the participants. "Our research-based, age-appropriate
programs use the "learn-by-doing" approach of 4-H to en-
able youth to develop the knowledge, attitudes, and skills
they need to become competent, caring and contributing
citizens of the world."

The summer camp is open to all youth who have completed
grades three to ten. Counselor-In-Training positions are
available to older kids, teens who have completed grades nine and ten.

The Lindley G. Cook 4-H Youth Center for Outdoor Education, which has been providing out-
door experiences for youth since 1951, is named after Lindley G. Cook, who was the associate
director of the New Jersey Cooperative Extension Service from 1945-1958. Cook was the driving
force behind the planning, fundraising, and development of New Jersey's first State 4-H Camp.

Participation in summer camp is available to all 4-11 graders, whether they live in cities, suburbs,
or in rural communities. Register on line, call 973-948-3550 or visit the camp website at:

http://www .nj4hcamp.rutgers.edu




Meet Roberta Hunter,

our new 4-H Agent!

I am very excited to be a part of 4-H in
Monmouth County! 4-H brings together my
interest in out-of-school learning, science, and the
outdoors, and the Monmouth program has a great

staff and strong support from the community. I grew

up in rural Maine, and was a member of a

4-H horse club for a brief time. I have always loved
science, which led me to my first (and weirdest!) job
in high school hand-feeding

horseshoe crabs in an optics research lab at the Uni-
versity of Maine. During my time as a student at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY, I dis-

covered a love and talent for working with children.

Soon after leaving RPI, my passions for science, the
outdoors, and working with children came together
as I began a career in environmental education. My
work has taken me to Philadelphia, southern Ore-
gon, Maryland, and finally, to New Jersey, where I
have lived for 13 years. For the last ten years I
worked as a consultant with elementary school stu-
dents and staff to develop innovative science and
environmental education programs.

L to R: Roberta, Charlotte, and Eli Hunter

These days you will find me studying at Rutgers towards a PhD in Education, researching the
professional development of teachers and informal educators. At home, I spend time with my
husband Eli and daughter Charlotte. We enjoy kayaking, hiking, and generally spending time
outdoors together. Although I don’t get as much time as I would like to read for pleasure, I do
enjoy a good fantasy book (I love Lord of the Rings and American Gods). I look forward to many
years getting to know the Monmouth County 4-H program, its members and leaders, and

expanding our programming.

L to R: Roberta Hunter, 4-H County Agent, Claudia Lam-

O u r 4 — H Staff mers, 4-H Clerk, Sabrina Brown, 4-H Assistant, and Vir-

ginia Krzyzanowski, 4-H Associate.




Meet Claudia Lammers, 4-H Clerk

I was born in NJ, moved to North Carolina, and
enthusiastically came back after 23 years because you
never stop being a Jersey Girl. I've recently moved to a
senior community in Whiting with my daughter, and
am enjoying deciding what flowers and veggies (those
empty canning jars in the garage are calling me) I will
be planting this spring.

Favorite novel? Zen and the Art of Motorcycle
Maintenance by Robert M. Pirsig (philosophy disguised
as a novel with a deliberately non-gripping plot). Its
message is the most inspirational one I've ever gotten
from a book.

What are the odds? When Roberta described her
weirdest job, I couldn’t believe it! I worked for a short
time at a medical facility where I was the backup person who did toxin testing using an extract
from the horseshoe crab. I would do the same exact thing each time and never know why I
would sometimes mess up the test. I worked in fear of the regular inspector taking vacation.

I'm enjoying working with staff, volunteers, and youth at my new job!




Meet Bob Nichols

We caught up with Bob, the new president of the Monmouth County 4-H Association and leader of
Monmouth Livestock:

Q: As its new president, what is your vision for the role of the 4-H Association?

A: To provide all of the Monmouth 4-H clubs and activities with direction, leadership, financial and
hands-on support.

Q: What does each of the 4 “H” s mean to you?

A: To clear our Heads, so that we can set new goals and improve the future of 4-H in Monmouth County.
Put our Hearts into everything we do.

Put those Hands to work.

Set examples for Healthy habits and live by them.

Q: Aside from being able to make a killer green Jell-o from scratch, what else can you tell us about Bob
Nichols?

A: I’m working on a green beverage for St. Pat’s.

I am a former 4-H'er from many years back, showed sheep in the Ocean County Fair. Fast forward to the
present: | hope to share my experiences as a father, farmer and leader.

Bob dives right into his new role.

Print Date Articles due Covering events in ....

July 1 June 10 July, August, September
October 1 September 10 October, November, December
January 1 December 10 January, February, March




L.G. Cook Teen Winter Camp

by Kymora Clarke
The first time I heard about winter camp was in 4-H Teen Council.
Everyone was talking about how fun it was and how the people from
other counties were so nice. So I thought about it and decided to go. It
took me awhile to get there, but once I arrived Ms.Virginia greeted me.
She showed me around the camp and the cabins. She was very sweet.

When everyone arrived it was a little weird because no one was
speaking. It seemed as if everyone was a little uncomfortable, but once
everyone got a little warmer and more comfortable we started talking
and getting to know each other. Everyone was friendly, I met people
from Atlantic, Cape May, Ocean and Monmouth County.

The second day we walked three miles, I thought I was going to die!
However, the scenery was beautiful. Each day we played games which

helped us to bond with each other. One of my favorite
activities was the big snowball fight. We also went tubing and enjoyed
other indoor and outdoor activities. It was an amazing

Kymora participating in Friday night’s team
building activity.

experience.

Every night we played manhunt in the dark. We separated
into teams to try to find the other teams. This was so much
fun and an awesome activity to work as a team. On our last
day we had a huge bonfire to say good-bye.

Going to winter camp and having such a great experience
encouraged me to go to South Jersey Teen Conference
(SJTC), where I was able to reconnect with some of my
friends. If you are thinking of going to winter camp next

year, you should definitely go. I total recommend it for all
4-H members. You will have a good time, I promise you! Dan Moore involved in a fierce broom ball game..

Dan enjoying camp’s Winter Wonderland.

Kymora snow tubing on the hill.
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2014 NJ State Agriculture Convention

Personal Reflection on the NJ State Agriculture Convention
by Linette Reeman
The New Jersey State Agriculture
Convention was held during
February 4, 5, and 6 in Atlantic
City, and as Monmouth County
Ambassadors, Erica Todd and I
attended the Youth Delegates
Reception on February 5. We de-
cided to do a display on Jersey
Fresh Tomatoes. I designed and
printed brochures, and Erica and
her mother made homemade salsa.
We had a lot of fun touring the
other counties’ displays, sampling
their food, and talking to other rep-
resentatives and cultivators. Then
L to R Linette Reeman, Nyna McKittrick, and Erica Todd. came the dinner portion, where we
were treated to a speech by Lt. Governor of New Jersey Kim Guadagno. Overall it was a fun and
informative experience, and I'm glad I had the opportunity to attend!

April 23-May4th

Tractor Supply stores in communities across the country have long supported 4-H clubs. Now
Tractor Supply will help raise money for county 4-H programs with the Paper Clover Campaign,
a national in-store fundraiser that benefits state and local 4-H programming. 4-H clubs who set
up a display to educate or fundraise for the club or for community service will be eligible to
enter a sweepstakes. The 4-H office can help you with display materials and ideas for your club.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER - June 15, 2014
PUBLICATION will cover July, August, September
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Volunteer Association

The 4-H volunteer Association has had a very busy year. Most recently, they hosted a series of
veterinary lectures at the Agriculture Building that met with rave reviews. Rabbit Academy was a
big success as well, giving younger members a chance to learn more about rabbit health and
nutrition, and how to best care for their rabbits. Older members were able to act as presenters and
mentors. They sponsored demonstration training as well as an Open Mic night. The Monmouth
County Fair was, as always, a hit, and the food booth was a big success. The Association was able
to upgrade the fans this past year, which is a huge help in that July heat! For the first time, they
participated in the Pumpkin Fest at Delicious Orchards, which was a chance to reach out to the
public and let them know about the benefits of 4-H. The funds we raise support the 4-H program
in the county by funding scholarships for National and State 4-H events; supplying equipment
and ribbons for the county fair; and by supporting many county-level 4-H events such as member
recognition night, public presentations and Mingle & Jingle Holiday Party. Members of the
Association took part in the successful search for a new agent for the county. All work and no
play is no fun, so the Association also hosted the Mingle and Jingle holiday party in December
and a leaders’ dinner in the spring. This year’s Volunteer Dinner will be co-hosted with the
Alumni Association at the Agriculture Building on Friday, April 25 at 7:00 pm. Hope to see you
there!
Interested in helping out? The Association is also seeking members for the following committees:

Leader Recruitment & Training

Ways & Means

Membership

Hospitality, Publicity & Promotion

Monmouth County 4-H
Volunteer Alumm
Assoclation Association

Appreciation Dinner

Friday, Apnl 25" 7:00 pm
Agriculture Building
Freehold, NJ

RSVP to Nyna by April 18
nynamckittrick@icloud.com (73%) 542-5005
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Upcoming Events

County Public Presentations April 4 and 9
Asbury Park Beach Sweep April 18
Alumni & Leaders’ Appreciation April 25
Rutgers Day April 26

http://rutgersday.rutgers.edu/

Monmouth County Livestock Event ~ Sun, May 4, 10am-2pm Thompson

Monmouth County Small Animal and Sat, May 10, 9-3 Allentown
Herpetology Show

LG Cook Open House May 17

Freehold Memorial Day Parade May 26

All Animal Fair Entries Due June 1

State 4-H Public Presentations June 14

Deadline for Next Newsletter June 15

Fair Meeting June 27

Non-animal Fair Entries Dropoff July 14 & 15 8:30am to 9pm

See calendar pages for added events

Monmouth County Fajg July 23td -27th
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Becoming an Outdoor Family Camp

Join us on May 16th, 17th, and 18th
for an outdoor educational
experiences for the whole family.
This program is a sponsored by L.G.
Cook 4-H Camp in the spirit of the
“Get Outdoors, It's Yours” National
Campaign. This campaign’s
initiatives are to promote, address
and instill in the general public a
basic understanding of
environmental conservation, safety
and fun in the outdoors.

Instructors begin each class with the
basics, providing hands-on

experience and encouraging
participants to ask questions. The
variety of experiences includes
orienteering skills, hiking, natural arts, outdoor cooking, kayaking, canoeing, shooting sports,
fishing, and much more.

We hope you can join us. family program.

If you have questions, please call the camp office at (973)948-3550
Thank you for bringing your family outside!

Rutgers Cooperative Extension programs are open and accessible to all. If special
accommodations are needed please contact the camp office.
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