
Monmouth County Board of Agriculture 

September 20, 2016 Minutes 
 

In attendance: George Asprocolas, Rieks Bruins, Robin Bruins, Pat Butch, Andy Capelli, Billy Carney,  John 

Ciufo, Ross Clayton, Gary DeFelice, Denise Emmons, Susan Schmidt, Bill Sciarrapa, Angelo Trapani, Anna 

Trapani, Vincent Viviano, Bill Walker, Ed Wengryn, and Meg Whitehouse. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:33 by President Pat Butch.  Gary DeFelice moved to accept the 
minutes of the May meeting.  The motion was seconded by Bill Carney and was approved. 
 
Rieks Bruins moved to accept the Treasurer’s report pending audit.  Seconded by Jim Wikoff, this motion 
passed. 
 
Correspondence 
Freedom Fest State Fair – request for ag fair status 
Renee Stillwell – thank you for scholarship 
Brooke Levens – thank you for scholarship 
Jeremy Posluszny – thank you for the scholarship 
NJ Green Industry Council – dues renewal 
 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
Big news in the office is the hiring of Matt Newman and the search for a 4-H Program Assistant.  
The Open Space Pace was attended by approximately 4500 people and featured Jenn Beck as Grand 
Marshall on horseback.  Five $1000 scholarships were awarded. 
Anna Trapani wrote an article on the State Ag Committee Tour.  Scarlett Lettuce has done well in 
greenhouse growing conditions.  An exclusive contract has been awarded. 
 
4-H  
Matthew Newman introduced himself.   Our new 4-H agent, Matt comes to us from Michigan, ready to 
serve our county. 
 
FFA 
Upcoming fundraising events at Allentown FFA are Bulb sale and tractor raffle.  Profits from the fair 
market of $3200 will be divided among the four Monmouth Chapters.  The National Convention, held 
October 18 – 22 will be experienced by several of our FFA members including the Allentown Farm 
Business Management and Ag Mechanic team members.  One local member will receive a national 
scholarship.   
 
Board of Managers 
Two Weed Specialists have been hired.  A tree specialist will begin working in Hunterdon Co.  and an 
Aquaculture Specialist has been hired for Ocean, Atlantic and Monmouth Counties.  A one year hold has 
been declared on the hiring of our Ag Agent, Warren’s Livestock Agent and a Nursery Agent due to a 
51/2 million dollar deficit.  The Board will work with the Ag Society.  Mini tours will be held to showcase 
farms to legislators. 
 
 



Monmouth County Ag Development Board 
Bill Potter informed us that the September meeting was cancelled. 
 
FSA 
Gabi Grunstein announced that the acreage reporting season for 2017 will be in September.  November 
7th is the date for ballots with elections on December 5, 2016.  Randy Peck and John Hauser have been 
nominated.  FSA will be hiring a new tech.  A three year farm storage loan program has been added. 
 
Department of Agriculture 
Bill Walker distributed a newsletter.  One of the highlights was that 257 schools in our state now serve 
fresh produce. 
 
State Board of Agriculture 
Angelo Trapani reported on the new disease present in NJ from Maine seed potatoes.  A resolution on  
Soil Disturbance on preserved farms will be sent by a subcommittee to the state convention.  A 
combined effort with SADC will develop guidelines. 
 
Farm Bureau 
The Governor vetoed minimum wage on August 30th.  2% of expanded casino profits will go to the horse 
racing industry.  Deer herd size below Rt. 195 has increased.  Report crop damage to Farm Bureau.  
SADC has money for stewardship on preserved farms for deer fencing.  Videos are requested for the 
convention.  Farm Bureau is suggesting annual home inspection and guidelines for baked goods sale. 
Responsibility on gleaning was discussed.  If you donate food, the law protects you, but doesn’t stop civil 
complaints. 
 
Woman’s Committee 
Anna Trapani reported on the Committee’s “Many Hats a Farmer Has” program.  This Ag in The 
Classroom project was presented at the Teachers Convention as a three book series.  Anna informed us 
of her visit to the Haden Flour Mill where they sampled 200 year old wheat. 
 
Tri- County Coop 
A great variety of crops have been available this year Monday, Wednesday and Fridays at 5:30. 
 
NRCS 
Doug Kauffman reported that the sign up for the AMA EQUIP program begins October 21, 2016.   
Doug will be joining Burlington County NRCS. 
 
Young Farmers and Ranchers 
Elections will be held in November.  Several contests are up coming. 
 
Old Business 
Rich Reem of Triple Brook Nursery donated Hydrangeas to us for the Monmouth County Fair tent.  After 
enjoying them for the week, we sold them realizing a profit of $300 to add to our scholarship fund. 
 
New Business 
Anna Trapani moved that we nominate three fairs to receive State Ag Fair status.  Bill Potter seconded 
this motion which passed.  Pat Butch will inform each fair. 
 



Our goals for the Freeholders Legislative Breakfast will be determined in the coming year. 
 
Anna Trapani received two letters from Allentown FFA students requesting financial support for their 
trip to Africa.  Five students in NJ will participate in this exchange.  Each must raise $5000.  In discussion, 
we were informed that $5700 remains in our scholarship budget and $200 dedicated to the start- up of 
the FFA Fair Market was not used.  Jim Wikoff moved to award $500 each to Renee Stillwell and Jeremy 
Posluszny.  Seconded by Bill Potter, this was approved. 
 
Anna Trapani moved to give each student in Monmouth County attending the National FFA Convention 
$50, with the exception of the student receiving a National Scholarship, up to twenty students, on a first 
come, first served basis.  George Asprocolas seconded this motion which passed.  Denise Emmons will 
inform the other advisors. 
 
Angelo Trapani moved to donate $500 to NJ Farm Bureau in support of the casino ballot question.  Anna 
Trapani seconded the motion which carried. 
 
George Asprocolas suggested that deer damage is an issue that needs discussion.  It can be a topic at our 
legislative breakfast. 
 
Meg Whitehouse moved to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by Anna Trapani. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Robin Bruins 
 
 


