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You've seen the ads.  A number of new housing 
developments are being built in your area.  The names 
sound familiar: The Woodlands, Timber Ridge, Forest Glen, 
The Oaks, Maple Estates.  Ironically, many of these new 
developments are devoid of trees.  Perhaps the homes are 
being constructed on former farmland with little woody 
vegetation. Perhaps the sites have been cleared in an 
attempt to make construction and access easier.  Yet, 
the absence of trees in these developments is 
unfortunate.  Trees make a valuable economic, ecologic 
and psychologic contribution to a community.  These 
benefits make trees well worth the effort to preserve.

Trees provide innumerable services and economic benefits 
to a community.  For instance, trees moderate 
temperature by blocking wind and providing shade. This, in 
turn, saves energy and reduces air conditioning and 
heating bills.  In urban areas where there is an abundance 
of asphalt, concrete and steel, trees minimize the "heat 
island effect" which otherwise raises city temperatures by 
as much as 6-8˚F on a warm summer day. Similarly, trees 
control sun glare on parking lots and streets, keeping 
vehicle temperatures comfortable and making driving 
safer.

Contacts:
The Monmouth County Planning Board

Environmental Planning Section
Hall of Records Annex, 2nd Floor

One East Main Street 
Freehold, NJ  07728

732-431-7460
www.monmouthplanning.com

Monmouth County Shade Tree Commission
732-431-7903

NJ Community Forestry Program
609-297-2532

The National Arbor Day Foundation
www.arborday.org
402-474-5655

National Association of Home Builders
www.nahb.org

1-800-368-5242

References:
Tree Conservation Ordinances. 

Scenic America and American Planning Association, 
PAS Report 446.

Building Greener Communities: Planning for Woodland Conservation. North 
Jersey RC&D Council and Hunterdon County Planning Board. 2003. 
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Preserving and planting trees provides many benefits to a 
neighborhood and the larger community.  By planning 
ahead, taking precautions during construction, and 
reforesting cleared areas, owners of residential and 
commercial sites and host municipalities can make a 
significant positive impact on the beauty and ecologic 
health of a community and the well-being of its residents.  

CONCLUSION

PLANT NEW TREES
Planting new trees will complement any woodland 
preservation effort and enhance sites with sparse 
vegetation. When selecting trees 
to plant, opt for native 
species.  They  demand 
less care than nonnative 
trees and are more 
tolerant of local climate 
extremes. The species 
chosen should depend 
on a property's soil, 
slope, and hydrology as 
well as the owners' goals.  
For instance, conifers 
promote privacy and noise 
reduction by offering year-round 
foliage.  The Monmouth County 
Shade Tree Commission and 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Service can provide a list 
of planting suggestions.

may then be quickly remediated.  

At the completion of a project, workers should remove all 
leftover fencing, signage and building materials.  Old and 
new landscaping should be watered and treated as 
necessary.  
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