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Foreword 

 
I was floating along, of course, four or five mile[s] an hour, but you don’t ever think of that.  No, you feel 

like you are laying dead still on the water, and if a little glimpse of a snag slips by, you don’t think to 

yourself how fast you’re going, but you catch your breath and think, my! How that snag’s tearing along. 

Although this exhibit includes many different forms of transportation, rafts are not among them. Huck 

and Jim’s raft on the Mississippi River is a recurring subject in Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckle-

berry Finn, quoted above.  As Huck learned, when cruising on a raft, especially in the dark, one is 

largely unaware of motion but come daylight, you pass objects in the water and the shoreline scenery 

gradually changes.  Then we know we are traveling through both time and space.   

Imagine being on a raft on the river of history; there may be a few stretches of rapids but, by and large, 

our progress is gradual and changes from day to day are hardly noticeable.  In the past 200 years (a tiny 

fraction of humanity’s trajectory), we have been going slowly down the meandering river of memories, 

while on the shore, the amount of change in technology, including technology applied to means of trav-

el, has been astonishing.  On water, our raft has been floating along, just keeping up with the river that 

hasn’t changed much except perhaps for more pollution; on land, society has been transformed from a 

rural economy powered largely by horses to a complex infrastructure teeming with “horse-powered” 

automobiles and other vehicles that have revolutionized daily life. 

For thousands of years after the invention of the wheel, humans and animals provided all of the power 

for land transportation and there were hardly any significant changes in maximum velocity or conven-

ience.  On water, speed was limited primarily by current, wind, and manpower or sailing ship design.   

In the air, the first untethered balloon ride, with direction determined by wind, did not occur until No-

vember 1783.  In the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution brought us combustion engines to power 

steamboats and trains, followed by the automobile sometimes using steam or batteries.  Electrical pow-

er energized trolleys and subways.  Elisha Otis’ safety elevator, introduced in 1852, enhanced vertical 

transportation and made taller office buildings feasible.  In the 20th century, powered airplanes got us 

off the ground, then rockets propelled us off the earth into space.   

When one considers the limited transportation options available two centuries ago, it is obvious why 

workers did not commute from the interior of New Jersey to New York, as many do today, or why the 

Jersey Shore did not become a popular recreational area until steamboats and railroads shortened the 

travel times.  Grueling long trips on unpaved or plank roads on rollicking stagecoaches, punctuated by 

stops at bug-infested inns, were not what most people would want to do except by necessity.  Many of 

our hardy ancestors, if they were able, preferred to walk or ride a horse. 

The revolution in transportation has occurred in just a few generations.  When my 90-year-old neighbor 
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was a student in the 1920s, elderly Civil War veterans visited his class.  Born around 1840, they might 

have traveled on the new (and first) railroad across New Jersey, the Camden and Amboy, completed in 

1833.  If they lived in Monmouth County, the veterans certainly would have remembered when trains 

first came to Red Bank in 1860.  They would also have recalled the importance of railroads for move-

ment of both troops and supplies during the war.  

The increasing availability of rapid public and private transportation, affordable to the majority of the 

population, has enriched life in many ways.  Better transportation made it much more feasible to relo-

cate from crowded cities to cleaner suburbs, to visit out of town relatives, to attend recreational and ed-

ucational opportunities, or just be a “Sunday driver” and see what there was to see.  However, during 

this same period, the communications technology revolution reduced some of our needs for travel.  

Through telephone, radio, television, and the Internet, we now can converse with friends and business 

customers on the other side of the globe, engage in distance learning, telecommute, watch and/or hear 

live concerts, and engage in a myriad of other work, social, and recreational activities from our home, 

office, or mobile device almost instantaneously.  But these technologies have not decreased the amount 

of our travel; in fact, many of us traverse more miles in a week than our ancestors traveled in a year or 

more. 

If our river of history flows for another two hundred years, what will transportation be like then?  Will 

we just be “beamed” by a teleporter from place to place like fictional characters in Star Trek?  More 

likely, we will have safer and faster forms of ground, sea, and air transportation that are the improved 

but still recognizable successors to what we have now.  What society will be like then is hard to predict 

but undoubtedly, transportation will be an important aspect of future economic and social systems.  

 

Gary D. Saretzky 

Monmouth County Archivist and Exhibit Co-Curator 

 

__________________________ 

i Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885). NY: Dover, 1994, p. 62. 
ii Communication by air preceded air travel, using such methods as drums, smoke signals, and carrier pigeons. 
iii For bug-infested inns, see Frederick F. Thompson, “Two Weeks on the Road by a Straggling Amateur,” American Jour-

nal of Photography, 5:6-7 (September 15-October 1, 1862): 137-141, 155-159, 161.  Thompson recalled that he had 500 

“bedfellows” at the inn in Deckertown.  
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To Monmouth by Sail, Rail, and Road 

 

If you are here, a conveyance brought you.  This paraphrase of a c.1960 trucking industry promotional 

slogan states the obvious, but reveals an infrequently voiced truth about the significance of transporta-

tion to local history, a significance that impacted every aspect of discovery, settlement, and community 

building.  The earliest European visitors, upon their arrival in ships, carefully measured depths to ascer-

tain where they could sail and where they could land.  The crew of Henry Hudson’s Half Moon, the 

first well-documented visitors, recorded their early visits ashore, one of which was a focal point of ear-

ly occupation, Sandy Hook.  In 1663, about a half-century after Hudson, prospective settlers from Long 

Island scoped the bayshore of the future Monmouth County for favorable landing places on a simple 

sailing vessel, the Ondrush.  The depth of our waters and the geography of our shores, both stream and 

ocean, largely determined whether settlement could be propitious and where and when the European 

might establish roots.  

For the remainder of the seventeenth century, water would be the principal form of transport, especially 

for long distances where navigable waterways were available; in addition, the need to travel by vessel 

would require the pioneers to consider the likely water outlet for any early settlement.  Historians today 

use maps and other primary sources to try to understand how access to water, for both drinking and 

transportation, influenced their choices.  Settlers’ vessels were propelled by wind power, a means dom-

inant into the second quarter of the nineteenth century and continuing on a lesser scale in subsequent 

decades.  The relative absence of imagery of the era of sail in Monmouth is a shortcoming in our visual 

heritage.  But when large sailing ships, such as the Augustina and the Hanna, were forced ashore by 

gales would they did become a subject for early photographers in Monmouth, as seen in this exhibit.  

The gradual ascent of steam-powered watercraft over sail is formally traced in Monmouth to 1819, 

when the Franklin began regular travel between New York and Red Bank, a role that lasted two sea-

sons.  While Robert Fulton is credited with the first commercially successful vessel- (his Clermont, 

made a 300 mile roundtrip to Albany in 1807), others worked on steam innovations and many helped 

revolutionize water transport.  They included James Allaire, best known in Monmouth County for his 

Howell Works industrial village, but who also had a major maritime career that embraced New York, 

Monmouth County, and the Atlantic Coast.  He bought Fulton’s works, was a major builder of marine 

engines, and regularly ran steamships between New York and Eatontown Dock (later Oceanport), 

while he also was involved with coastal operations.  One of his finest vessels, the Home, became victim 

of one of its era’s worst maritime disasters, when a battering by a storm off Hatteras cost about ninety-

five lives. 

The steamboat became the major conveyance for distant travel for Monmouth County residents, ship-
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pers and visitors.  By the mid-nineteenth century, steamships ran scheduled trips to New York that ena-

bled commercial viability for a variety of cargos, especially when reliable navigation became signifi-

cant.  The sailing ship remained operative, but primarily for products of greater bulk and lower value, 

such as lumber, coal, and manure, for which time was of lesser significance, as the need of sailing ves-

sels to rely on wind and weather conditions made a mockery of schedules, causing delays that could 

extend to days.  

Steamships facilitated early visitation to the county, although constrained by limited ability to dock. 

They could land at river ports but until the innovative Long Branch pier was built in 1879, ocean shore 

landings were not possible.  Many vessels on Monmouth runs, including those depicted in this exhibit,  

enjoyed long service.  A familiar sight on our waters, they were esteemed by the traveling public and 

their captains became recognized local figures.  The Sea Bird and Albertina plied their runs for decades 

and earned a loyal following on the Navesink.  Patten Line vessels such as the Mary Patten and Long 

Branch served Shrewsbury River ports.  The Central Railroad vessels, probably the best on local wa-

ters, included the Sandy Hook, Monmouth, and Asbury Park. 

Both long distance and local inland travelers had few viable options until well-into the nineteenth cen-

tury.  Early roads, when existent at all, were typically sandy, unmaintained paths that were difficult to 

navigate when dry and virtually unpassable in poor weather, conditions that plagued pedestrians.  Hu-

mankind walked, of course, the first means of inland transport, although typically not thought of as 

such.  Indeed, in retrospect, one is impressed by the great distances early settlers traveled by foot and it 

was not uncommon for children to walk miles to school until well into the 20th century. 

Horses, whether attached to wagons or merely carrying their riders, were subject to the same perils. 

Early horse-drawn public transportation was limited to stagecoaches or similar vehicles; examples are 

included in this catalog.  At that time, New Jersey stage routes were focused in the north or diagonally 

across the state to Philadelphia.  The sandy paths that made up stage routes in some shore and southern 

parts were so difficult that a special adaptation was made to help traverse them, the “Jersey wagon.” 

Early Monmouth routes typically ran to Freehold, the county seat, or to resort locales, such as the over-

land trip from river docks to Long Branch or, after the opening of the Camden and Amboy Railroad, 

from its Hightstown station to various shore locations.  The long and no-doubt difficult overland trip 

from Tuckerton to Freehold helps explain why Ocean County separated from Monmouth in 1850.  The 

selection of Freehold, then known as Monmouth Court House, as the county seat by 1715, for court 

sessions that had met alternately in Middletown and Shrewsbury, suggests that road travel to the town 

was manageable, but hardly rapid or comfortable.  

Road maintenance was one of the most common expenditures of county and local governments for 

much of the nineteenth century.  This vital need required mandatory participation, so an accommoda-
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tion was made for those without funds:  they could pay their allotted road tax by literally working on 

the roads.  A partial remedy was the toll road, built and owned privately.  Toll roads had variable fixed 

rates for travel, with the highest rates for heavy cargo and the lowest for pedestrians.  If the toll roads 

were workable in theory, they failed in practice when their owners failed to maintain them in good con-

dition.  The public’s disdain for toll roads was reflected in the action of Ovid Tuzeneu of Middletown, 

who literally chopped down the barrier on the Red Bank-Middletown Turnpike in January 1898, then 

sued the road owner claiming title on behalf of local farmers.  This road had been public prior to pas-

sage of a bill in 1866 that created the turnpike company.  While Tuzeneu lost in court, eventually, 

counties met the demands of the public to purchase the toll roads.  Most were acquired by around 1900; 

the last, for a road in Bergen County, in 1916.  Tolls in a different guise would return to Monmouth 

with the Garden State Parkway after World War II. 

Bicyclists became vocal and ardent advocates for improved roads.  They were well-organized by the 

1890s through the League of American Wheelmen.  Long-distance cycling excursions were aided by 

maps the League published that recommended the best routes.  The bicycle also became a sport in 

which one Monmouth resident, Arthur Zimmerman, became not only a consistent winner, but garnered 

international acclaim and became a bicycle manufacturer in Freehold.  

The railroad initiated fast, reliable ground transportation.  Agriculture provided the impetus to build the 

first rail line in Monmouth County, the Freehold and Jamesburg Agricultural Railroad, but the passen-

ger carriage garnered immediate appeal. bConnecting to New York motivated the lines that followed. 

The next, the Raritan and Delaware Bay, which opened in 1860, required steamboats to land at an often 

difficult dockage at Port Monmouth where shallow water required a long pier.  Its success prompted an 

opposition line, the Long Branch and Sea Shore Railroad that began at Sandy Hook and ran down the 

shore.  Later the Central Railroad of New Jersey determined to eliminate the difficult water segment 

with what they called the “all land route.”  It began with a short ferry ride from downtown New York 

to Jersey City, then along the rails southward, crossing Raritan Bay at Perth Amboy, then continuing 

initially to Long Branch and later to Bay Head Junction.  This, the New York and Long Branch Rail-

road, is the antecedent to today’s New Jersey Transit.  The new line, a major advance in rail travel, 

prompted the Pennsylvania Railroad to announce a competitive alternative prior to its joining forces 

with the Central to operate the New York and Long Branch.  Monmouth also had rail connections to 

the southern shore and Trenton, through extensions that the Pennsylvania built from their other lines 

but, while convenient, they did not have a major impact on county growth. 

Monmouth County did not claim any major air travel innovators but the county was home to a pioneer 

aviator, Robert Collier, who built an airfield at his Wickatunk, Marlboro, country estate in 1911.  The 

previous year, a renowned in-county aviation exhibition showcased leading aviators and publicly 
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demonstrated the possibilities of flight.  This 1910 Interlaken Air Show (also called the Asbury Park 

Air Show) is well-fixed in early aviation annals.  Building airplanes was almost literally a cottage in-

dustry at the time, as mechanics, bicycle and carriage builders, and others believed they possessed an 

ability to build a flying machine; some actually did so.  From 1914 to 1930, a significant manufacturer 

would build planes in the county: the Aeromarine Plane and Motor Company based in Keyport.  By 

mid-century, several small airports had been built across the county, but most were little more than 

strips in clearings that served general aviation.  Even the most ambitious early aviation field, the Red 

Bank Airport, fell victim to the demands of modern air travel, including expectations of safety, in 1971. 

One small airport remains, the Monmouth Executive Airport in Wall, privately owned and publicly 

used. 

Rail expanded to local travel when electrification transformed short-lived horse-drawn streetcars into 

the trolley.  The trolley was typically a short line that linked relatively few nearby towns, although con-

nections enabled more distant travel.  In Monmouth, after the first line was established in Asbury Park 

in 1895, the growth of trolley travel was limited to the eastern part of the county, where it not only pro-

vided increased personal mobility, but proved a major aid to the growth of retail business.  Both the 

trolley and the automobile were introduced shortly before 1900; the latter eventually proved the undo-

ing of the former.  In Monmouth County, trolleys arrived and disappeared in about a quarter of a centu-

ry.  They often endured longer in built-up areas but service also ended in the cities in the post-World 

War II era.  Recently, light rail streetcars, informally a hybrid of the trolley and railroad, have been 

successfully introduced but not, as yet, in Monmouth County. 

The immediate and real heir of the trolley was the motor bus.  Buses, at the time often called “jitneys,” 

typically began service when trolley routes were discontinued.  Among other benefits, the motor bus 

enhanced the quality of life by aiding the consolidation of rural schools.  Its ability to transport students 

facilitated the replacement of one-room schools with modern structures.  While one-room schools may 

endure in fond nostalgia, their use into the second decade of the twentieth century became a lingering 

reminder of the inadequacies of early public education.  The bus did not reach its potential to impact 

life until the post-World War II expansion period when highways facilitated housing developments 

away from rail lines. 

In the 1900s, New Jersey emerged as a leader in the better roads movement.  While the emphasis dur-

ing the first years of the century was on paving unimproved roads, significant advances in the next dec-

ade included New Jersey’s first concrete highway in 1912:  a one-mile segment that exists today as part 

of Route 57 in Warren County.  It was an experiment fostered by Thomas Edison, who provided the 

cement from his Edison Portland Cement Company.  

George Blakeslee, a Jersey City automobile dealer, campaigned ardently for the passage of the 1917 
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Egan Bill that established the statewide highway system and subsequently earned him recognition as 

“the father of good roads.”  Historically, the key road issue in counties bordering the ocean shore has 

been access.  Reaching the shore was a road building goal well-prior to the statewide system.  Travel-

ing along the shore, or at least as close enough to the shore to be considered safe, was a second early 

road building aspiration.  A particular need in Monmouth was bridges.  While most were praiseworthy, 

a notable exception was the “crisscross” bridge, the safety abominable that linked road and rail, as seen 

in this exhibit.  Today, the county maintains nearly one thousand spans.  Route 9 in Monmouth runs an 

inland course, but much of its path south of the county was put-together from early shore roads.  Most 

early Monmouth roads to the shore have become local routes but two still used are Highway 34 and 

Ocean Boulevard in the Raritan–Sandy Hook Bay area.  The Monmouth shore became so popular by 

the 1920s, when automobile ownership increased dramatically, that roads became choked with traffic 

on weekends. 

A sea-change in highway construction followed World War II.  While much superhighway construc-

tion was part of the Eisenhower Interstate System, two roads built by public authorities dominated New 

Jersey highway construction, the New Jersey Turnpike and the Garden State Parkway.  The Turnpike is 

largely a cross-state roadway much-used by interstate travelers, while the Parkway is driven primarily 

by in-state drivers.  The speed and ease of travel on the limited-access Parkway would impact most as-

pects of life in Monmouth County.  Commuting distances could be longer, expanding the territory 

available for house construction.  Vacation patterns changed as distant locales became readily accessi-

ble, an effect that easily enabled many travelers to reach destinations south of Monmouth.  While in 

Monmouth County, the GSP was built mostly in sparsely settled areas, much road construction farther 

north tore apart urban areas with negative impacts from which many have not yet recovered.  

Today, other than buses, trains and ferries heavily used by commuters, mostly to New York, local pub-

lic transportation in Monmouth is limited and infrequently addressed as a societal need, as most are un-

willing to use less convenient alternatives to the personal automobile, even if available.  Outside cities, 

our society has become so dependent on the private automobile that lack of access to a car can inhibit 

what many seek in quality of life.  Consequently, barring the introduction of science fiction devices 

such as personal hovercraft, the auto is likely the last major piece in the evolution of transportation.  

But as our population grows, our continued dependence on the auto may be disrupted by congestion, as 

more road construction often merely leads to more traffic.  Another factor is energy: although recently 

introduced hybrids and electrically powered vehicles are more efficient than those with gasoline or die-

sel engines, today’s automobiles still consume enormous quantities of fossil fuel and leave sizable car-

bon footprints.   
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History often teaches and repeats itself.  In recent decades high-speed ferries have replicated early 

steamboat routes and new light-rail cars are reminiscent of trolleys.  But some highways are strained to 

capacity.  This catalog, planned to depict the past, may also aid in coping with contemporary transpor-

tation challenges. 

Randall Gabrielan 

Monmouth County Historian and Exhibit Co-Curator 
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Horse and Buggy to Horseless Carriage: Dr. Charles Palmer 

 

Back in the days when most doctors made house calls, Dr. Charles Palmer used a horse and buggy until 

he obtained an automobile, as seen in these two photographs taken in the early 1900s.  Notice that the 

auto did not have a steering wheel and that Palmer is wearing a heavy glove to manipulate the tiller.  

He also is wearing an apron so his pants do not get soiled by dirt thrown up by the wheels.  Palmer, 

born about 1873, grew up in Keansburg, where his father William W. Palmer was a physician who was 

killed along with his granddaughter Fannie in a train accident in that town in 1896.  After filing his 

doctor’s license with the Monmouth County Clerk in 1898, Charles Palmer practiced in Keansburg, 

Toms River, and Farmingdale, where he was listed on Main Street in the 1940 census with his second 

wife, Helen Gates, whom he married in 1938.  GS 

Monmouth County Historical Association 

 

“Killed and Mangled: Struck by a Locomotive at Keansburg,” Red Bank Register, October 28, 1896, p. 

1. 

 

Photographs, Charles Palmer, TR-12 and 13, Monmouth County Historical Association. 

 

Physicians license for Charles Andrew Palmer, State Board of Medical Examiners, Certificate 689, 

June 30, 1897, filed with Monmouth County Clerk, March 22, 1898, Professionals record series, 

Monmouth County Archives. 
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1908 Automobile Accident in Freehold 

 

Charles W. Bell, a paper manufacturer in Chicago, owned a Maxwell, an automobile introduced in 

1904 and later the subject of many jokes by Jack Benny.  In 1908, Bell followed a red Rainier luxury 

sedan north from Lakewood, driven by the chauffeur for Brooklyn resident Mrs. Louise S. Sutton, wife 

of wealthy exporter Francis M. Sutton.  Bell stayed far enough back to “avoid the dust.”  As they en-

tered Freehold, they slowed down to 10 to 20 miles per hour in accordance with the strictly enforced 

speed limit.  Bell’s Maxwell closed the gap and then the Rainier, from the right side of the road, made a 

sudden sharp swerve to the left to make a turn.  Bell tried to avoid the collision but the front of his 

Maxwell went into the wheel of the Rainier.  As recounted by a witness, Bell’s brother William, in the 

excerpt of the deposition on display, the Maxwell was slightly damaged and the Bells took it to a me-

chanic, who fixed it for twenty-five cents.  Mrs. Sutton, however, sued Charles Bell for damages in 

Monmouth County Circuit Court and was awarded $263.27.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

“Destitute on $250 a Month; Mrs. Sutton Says High Cost of Living Is Responsible,” New York Times, 

February 21, 1912, p. 1. 

 

“Mrs. Sutton Tells of Domestic Woe; Says Husband Many Times Accused Her Falsely of Improper 

Behavior; On Stand in Separation Suit,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, October 16, 1914, pp. 1-2. 
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Volkswagen Beetle Braves Flood in Sea Bright 

 

Sea Bright is only four feet above sea level and is protected on the seaward side by an 11-foot stone 

wall which, while essential to protect the town, has been a continuous maintenance issue.  In this dra-

matic photo, Ocean Avenue is under water as Sea Bright’s damaged sea wall allowed the Atlantic 

Ocean to move inland.  It was taken by an unidentified photographer and published in the Red Bank 

Register on November 16, 1981.  The accompanying article reported that local officials, including Sea 

Bright Mayor Cecile Norton and neighboring Monmouth Beach Mayor Louis P. Sodano, were worried 

that the flood occurred after high tides and a twenty mile per hour wind; if a bad storm occurred, the 

situation would be much worse.  The mayors looked to the state or federal government to pay for sand 

and construction of new jetties, for Norton believed it would take $7.5 million just for the Sea Bright 

portion alone.  In the Spring of 1983, a severe storm caused further damage, presaging the devastation 

by Hurricane Sandy in October 2012.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

Sea Bright photo, Red Bank Register Negative Collection, Monmouth County Archives, 1981-11-006-

30RBR. 

 

“Sea wall fund snag seen,” Red Bank Register, June 9, 1983, p. 9. 

 

“Storm batters sea wall,” Red Bank Register, November 16, 1981, pp. 1, 5. 

 

 

 



18 

 



19 

 
Early Bus Travel in Monmouth County 

 

In the 19th century, travel by “omnibus” or stagecoach pulled by a team of horses was commonplace.  

Rarely, steam powered buses were used, as early as 1833 in London.  After the invention of the auto-

mobile, the “automobile omnibus” was soon introduced:  in 1895, a six-passenger motor carriage oper-

ated in Germany.  In Monmouth County, by May 1911, hourly autobus service was available from Lit-

tle Silver to Pleasure Bay, now a part of Long Branch.  In December 1912, the danger of such compar-

atively rapid travel became obvious when Daniel S. Ely of Holmdel, traveling by autobus from what is 

now Carteret to Perth Amboy, was badly injured in a collision near Sewaren, Woodbridge Township, 

with a locomotive.  Bus service between Freehold and Eatontown, through Colts Neck, started in No-

vember 1913 and was described in the Red Bank Register as “a great convenience to people who live 

along the route” and usually “loaded with people.”  On exhibit: a Long Branch jitney autobus from 

about 1911; and two real photo postcard views of the “auto stage” in Allentown.  GS 

Monmouth County Historical Association & Ken Rosen 

 

“Auto Bus Line,” Red Bank Register, May 24, 1911, p. 16. 

 

“Colt’s Neck News,” Red Bank Register, October 29, 1913, p. 16. 

 

Eckermann, Erik.  World History of the Automobile.  Warrendale, PA: Society of Automotive Engi-

neers, 2001. 

 

“Hurt in Train Wreck,” Red Bank Register, December 18, 1912, p. 1. 

 

Jitney autobus, Long Branch, photograph, circa 1911, Monmouth County Historical Association, TR-

24. 

 

“Oceanport News,” Red Bank Register, March 12, 1913, p. 6. 

 

“Scobeyville News,” Red Bank Register, August 13, 1913, p. 11. 

 

“Town Talk,” Red Bank Register, November 12, 1913, p. 4. 
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Buses in Red Bank 

 

Electrified trolleys began replacing horse drawn streetcars in the 1880s but horses continued toiling for 

years on some routes.  Similarly, the bus gradually superseded the trolleys.  The electric trolleys in 

Monmouth began to disappear in the 1920s and were gone by 1931.  In February 1922, the trolleys on 

the Red Bank and Long Branch and the Red Bank and Rumson lines stopped running due to the finan-

cial collapse of the Monmouth Electric Company, which had been organized in 1901 as a continuation 

of an earlier enterprise chartered in 1895.  The next day, a new firm, Boro Buses, led by William L. 

Russell Sr., began running six buses between Red Bank and Sea Bright, at ten minute intervals.  Ser-

vice also began the same day to Rumson and Fair Haven and, through additional franchises, the compa-

ny expanded to other county towns by 1930.  Some early buses were Packards with seating for 30 and 

standing room for 20 more, while others were REO Speedwagons.  In 1946, Boro Buses, like the one 

pictured, traveled almost two million miles and carried more than 370,000 passengers.   

 

Also seen here is a bus owned by the Asbury Park-New York Transit Corporation, which in 1929 pur-

chased the Rollo Transit Corp.  The latter succeeded the Rollo Trucking Co., which beginning in 1923 

ran a bus service from New York to the Jersey shore as a partial replacement for the streetcar and inter-

urban railway lines of the Central Jersey Traction Company.  GS 

Red Bank Public Library 

 

Eid Jr., Joseph F., et al.  Street Cars of New Jersey: Atlantic Coast.  Lulu.com. 2007. Web. 

 

“Good-Bye to Trolleys; Jitneys ‘Carry-on’ Where the Trolleys Left Off,” Red Bank Register, March 1, 

1922, reprinted February 27, 1947, p. 17. 

 

“Mileage, Passenger Record for 1946,” Red Bank Register, February 27, 1947, p. 17. 

 

“Silver Anniversary of Boro Buses, Inc.,” Red Bank Register, February 27, 1947, p. 17. 

 

Transit Systems in New Jersey.  http://www.chicagorailfan.com/njprivb.html 

 

http://www.chicagorailfan.com/njprivb.html
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Wright Brothers Biplane at Interlaken, 1910 

 

On July 16, 1910, thirteen local businessmen and one businesswoman formed the Aero and Motor Club 

of Asbury Park, as seen by the displayed incorporation paper from the Monmouth County Archives. 

The Aero Club agreed to pay $20,000 to the Wright Brothers Company in exchange for five experi-

enced aviators and airplanes.  Promoters dubbed the event “America’s Greatest Aviation Meet.”  The 

meet was held August 10-27 on a plowed field at Interlaken.  Mrs. Margaret Frost, proprietor of Lafa-

yette Hotel on Fourth Avenue, received ten shares as an original incorporator.  During the meet, 

Wright’s aviators stayed at her hotel on Fourth Avenue. 

 

On August 18, 1910, at Interlaken, Wilbur Wright, whose portrait is seen here, introduced the first five-

seater airplane.  Wilbur and Orville Wright designed their aircraft to be used as a practical mode of 

transportation.  Both Wright brothers disliked the spectacular, stunt flying acrobatics that always 

thrilled the crowds.  They designed this new model to be a long-distance traveling machine with seats 

for four passengers and one for the “driver.”  GJ  

Monmouth County Archives, Library of Congress (portrait), Ken Rosen (PC) 

 

Joynson, George, Early Aviation in Monmouth County. Berwyn Heights, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 

2016. 

 

Monmouth County Archives, Incorporations, Aero & Motor Club of Asbury Park, Book G, p. 52, 

1910. 

 

“The New Wright Five-Passenger Biplane for Cross Country Flights.” New York Times, August 21, 

1910, p. 12. 

 

“Wilbur Wright, age 38, head and shoulders, about 1905; one of the earliest published photographs of 

him.” Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs. Washington, DC, Reproduction Number LC-DIG

-ppprs-00683.  
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Interlaken Aviation Meet, August 10-27, 1910 

 

Beginning in 1909, a series of air shows were held internationally to introduce the public to airplanes.  

On view are several photographs pertaining to the historic aviation show in Monmouth County, as well 

as a souvenir card featuring “star of the sky” pilot Walter Brookins and his employer, aircraft designer 

and manufacturer Wilbur Wright.  The card gives the dates of the meet as August 10-19 but it was ex-

tended to the 27th.  Coming into the meet, Brookins held the records for altitude at 6,275 feet and fast-

est 180° U-turn, in 5½ seconds.  Due to Brookins’ first day crash, in which he suffered minor injuries, 

Wilbur Wright had to order rush delivery of a new plane.  Wright designated Frank Coffyn to fly his 

newly designed 5-seater biplane.  Coffyn took it up first for two laps around the Interlaken field.  Then 

on the afternoon of August 18, Coffyn allowed Brookins to pilot it, with him as a passenger.  In addi-

tion to airplanes, at least one Baldwin dirigible flew over the crowd, as documented in this Keystone 

View Company stereograph.  GJ 

Library of Congress (Brookins & Coffyn), Randall Gabrielan (card), Ken Rosen (others) 

 

Joynson, George, Early Aviation in Monmouth County. Berwyn Heights, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 

2016. 

 

“The New Wright Five-Passenger Biplane for Cross Country Flights.” New York Times, August 21, 

1910, p. 12. 
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Aeromarine Flying Boats 

 

Inglis M. Upperçu (1817-1944) founded Keyport’s Aeromarine Plane and Motor Company, which op-

erated from 1914 to 1930, with a name change in 1928 to Aeromarine-Klemm Corporation.  After 

World War I, the firm converted several US Navy F5L flying boats into passenger planes providing 

scheduled flights during the early years of scheduled air travel.  After the beginning of Prohibition in 

1920, Aeromarine offered service for wealthy Americans flying from the “dry” United States to “wet” 

island destinations, including Bimini in the Bahamas and Havana, Cuba, where there was no ban on 

alcohol.  Hence the flight, on which cocktails were served, was humorously called The High Ball Ex-

press.  The luxurious biplanes were 49 feet long with a wingspan of 103 feet and had comfortable seat-

ing for eleven passengers.  Their range was 340 miles with a top speed of about 85 mph.  GJ 

Library of Congress 

 

Aeromarine baggage label designed by Harry Bruno, Aeromarine Publicity Director, at Sloppy Joe’s 

Bar, Havana Cuba, autumn, 1921. Web. 

 

Aeromarine Flying Boats, Detroit-Cleveland advertisement. Detroit Motor News, 1923. 

 

The Aeromarine Website, Daniel Kusrow & Bjorn Larsson. http://www.timetableimages.com 

 

“Highball Express’ to Bimini starts.” Photograph.  Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Divi-

sion, Washington, DC, ca. 1922, Reproduction Number LC-USZ62-83213. 
 

 

Zeppelins Hindenberg and Graf Zeppelin over Monmouth County 

 

This photomontage of the LZ 129 Hindenberg over the Monmouth Hotel at Spring Lake Beach dates to 

the short era of trans-Atlantic passenger travel by hydrogen-filled zeppelins that ended with the explo-

sion of the dirigible at Lakehurst in 1937.  Elsewhere in the promotional Monmouth Pictorial, Spring 

and Summer 1936, the source for this picture, it is stated, “With Europe now within two and one half 

days time from the United States, Spring Lake Beach is the ideal spot for zeppelin passengers coming 

to and fro.  Its proximity to both New York and Philadelphia makes it incomparable as a week-end ha-

ven.  Here they are offered the luxuriousness and comfort of the finest of resort hostelries - the Mon-

mouth at Spring Lake Beach, New Jersey.”  Although the 803-foot Hindenberg did not stop in Mon-

mouth County, Lakehurst in Ocean County was nearby.  A one way fare between Germany and the 

United States cost $400, equivalent to about $6,800 in 2016 using CPI inflation.  Also on view is a 

snapshot taken October 15, 1928, of the LZ 127 Graf Zeppelin over Red Bank during the first of 143 

transatlantic trips.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives & Randall Gabrielan 

 

 

Monmouth Pictorial, Spring and Summer 1936 [Copy at Monmouth County Archives]. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inglis_M._Upper%C3%A7u
http://www.timetableimages.com
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Red Bank Airport, 1925-1971 

 

In 1925, Shrewsbury native and airplane pilot Jack F. Casey bought farmland property from the George 

Hance Patterson tract on Shrewsbury Avenue (now Tinton Falls) and converted it into the Red Bank 

Airport.  Casey added runways and a light tower to what became one of the first three officially recog-

nized airports in the state.  As seen in the agreement on display, he hired the Airport Development & 

Construction Company to build an 80-foot metal hangar and installed underground gasoline tanks.  He 

painted rooftop markings and installed a telephone booth.  Casey also gave flying lessons and bought 

and sold airplanes.  In 1938, Casey sold his interest to pilot Walter Loudenslager, pictured far right. 

Loudenslager established the Red Bank Airport Taxi and ran the airport until 1963.  The Red Bank Air-

port offered regular passenger service to the area for fifty years, including for comedian Bob Hope.  

Seen here, Hope flew in to receive an honorary degree from Monmouth College on June 5, 1965.  After 

several fatal accidents, including one that killed airport owner James Loeb in 1970, the field officially 

closed on July 16, 1971.  GJ 

Monmouth County Archives & Kathy Dorn Severini, DBA Dorn's Classic Images 

 

“Big Flying Field Bought,” Red Bank Register, November 7, 1928, p. 1. [Re additional property bought 

by Casey to expand air field.] 

 

Building Contracts, Articles of Agreement between Airview Flying Service, Inc. and Airport Develop-

ment & Construction Co., Monmouth County Archives, Box 63, Red Bank, 1929. 

 

Certificates of Incorporation, Monmouth County Archives:  

     Airview, Inc., Book N, p. 76, August 5, 1926.  

     Airview Flying Service, Book P, p. 2, July 1, 1925.  

     Aero Club of Red Bank, Book O, p. 129, October 18, 1927. 

 

Joynson, George, Early Aviation in Monmouth County. Berwyn Heights, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 

2016. 

 

Red Bank Airport, aerial view and plane on ground with hangar, photos courtesy Randall Gabrielan 

(lobby exhibit). 

 

Red Bank Airport, Dorn’s Classic Images, courtesy of Kathy Dorn Severini: 

     “Bob Hope at Airport 1965.” Photo No. 3432. (Lobby Exhibit) 

     “Red Bank Airport Pilots Planes Hangar.” Photo No. 0317. 

 

“Red Bank Airport Fades into History at Closing,” Red Bank Register, July 16, 1971, p. 13. 
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Red Bank Airport 

 

John F. Casey founded the airport in 1928 following his purchase in 1925 of a large tract of the George 

Hance Patterson farm in a part of Shrewsbury Township that is now in Tinton Falls.  The airport be-

came a popular venue, attracting a variety of planes and engaging in numerous flying operations.  Con-

cerns over safety and viability of a small airport in the modern era led to its closing in 1971.  The aerial 

view is a Dorn’s Classic Image.  Both Dan Dorns, father and son, flew regularly from this airport.  The 

shot permits the viewer to identify the locale, now covered with businesses and housing.  Apple Street 

is pictured on the left ending at Shrewsbury Avenue, which at this point is the border of Shrewsbury 

and Tinton Falls, where the commercial structures at the top are readily identifiable on the street.  RG 

Kathy Dorn Severini, DBA Dorn's Classic Images (aerial), Randall Gabrielan (ground) 

 

 

Santa Claus Arrives in Red Bank by Helicopter 

 

Helicopters came into widespread use in the 1940s but the first ride by Santa Claus is unknown.  In 

Red Bank on December 15, 1979, Santa gave his reindeer the day off and arrived for a pre-Christmas 

visit via whirlybird, as seen in this unpublished photo by Red Bank Register photographer Don Lordi.  

Dignitaries on hand to welcome him included Councilman George G. Ward, Fire Chief Arcato Forgio-

ne, Police Chief George Clayton, and Paul Morton, Executive Director of the Retail Trade Board.  He 

then went for a ride on a fire engine through local towns, meeting with young children and listening to 

their wishes for holiday gifts.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

“Center of Attention,” Red Bank Register, December 16, 1979, p. 14. 
 

Santa Claus and helicopter, photo, Red Bank Register Negative Collection, Monmouth County Ar-

chives, 1979-12-002-7RBR. 
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The Jersey Skeeter: Arthur Zimmerman 

 

Freehold Township resident Arthur Augustus Zimmerman (1869-1936), “The Jersey Skeeter,” was the 

American bicycle champion (1890-1892) and the first world champion bicycle racer in 1893.  He fin-

ished in the lead in more than 1,000 races, retired from competition in 1905 and later operated the Mar-

ion Hotel (now the Joan Valentine House, an assisted living facility) in Point Pleasant Beach.  Zimmer-

man also manufactured his “Zimmy” bicycles on Elm Street in Freehold.  From 1894 to 1897, he filed 

five incorporations with the Monmouth County Clerk as the Zimmerman Manufacturing Company, the 

Zimmerman-Castle Wheel Co., the Zimmerman Cycle Club, the A.A. Zimmerman Manufacturing Co., 

and the A.A. Zimmerman Cycle Company.   

 

Zimmerman was a close friend of Lawrence Feltman, who owned a grocery store on Broad Street in 

Red Bank.  During the 1890s, Feltman’s was the first business in Red Bank to deliver milk in bottles, 

and the earliest to use a bicycle as a delivery vehicle.  Feltman strapped a leather carrying case holding 

eight bottles over the crossbar and hired young Thomas Irving Brown to make the runs before school. 

After class, Brown picked up the empties and returned them to the store.  The bicycle Brown used 

came from Zimmerman, who had trained with it for races.  GJ 

Monmouth County Archives & Spring Lake Historical Society  

         

“A Pioneer Route,” Red Bank Register, October 22, 1936, p. 17. 

 

“Arthur A. Zimmerman,” portrait with bicycle by J.C. Scott, Spring Lake & Freehold, cabinet card, 

Spring Lake Historical Society. 

 

Griffith, Lee Ellen. Freehold.  Volume II.  Images of America. Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 1996, p. 31. 

 

Monmouth County Archives, Certificates of Incorporation: 

     Zimmerman Manufacturing Company, August 31, 1894, Book C, p. 41. 

     Zimmerman-Castle Wheel Company, May 21, 1896, Book C, p. 192. 

     Zimmerman Cycle Club, September 26, 1896, Book C, p. 209. 

     Zimmerman, A.A., Manufacturing Company, March 16, 1897, Book C, p. 243. 

     Zimmerman, A.A., Cycle Company, October 27, 1897, Book C, p. 300. 

 

“To Receive Century Riders,” New York Times, June 23, 1894, p. 3. 

 

Woolley, Jerry A.  Point Pleasant.  Images of America.  Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 1995, p. 14. 

 

Zimmerman Manufacturing Co., Freehold, N.J. [Catalog, Ex-David Metz Museum.] http://

www.liveauctioneers.com/item/24200611_zimmy-bicycle-catalog 

 

 

http://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/24200611_zimmy-bicycle-catalog
http://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/24200611_zimmy-bicycle-catalog
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Bicycling in Monmouth County: Charles Foxwell and Friends 

 

Until the 1880s, bicycles called “penny farthings” had high wheels but in that decade the “safety” bicy-

cle was introduced featuring pedals near the ground.  By the 1890s, the vastly increased popularity of 

two-wheelers led to a veritable craze and the formation of clubs, including in Freehold and Red Bank.  

Touring cyclists could use the maps and other information in the Road Book of New Jersey published in 

1898 by the League of American Wheelmen, ardent and effective advocates for improved roads.  In the 

1909 real photo postcard credited to Foxwell on display, five bicyclists pose in Clarksburg, Upper 

Freehold Township.  Two are holding camera cases, including Charles R.D. Foxwell, second from 

right.  Liverpool-born Foxwell (1875-1944), a renowned Red Bank photographer, emigrated from Eng-

land between 1879 and 1884 with his parents.  He founded the Red Bank Camera Club in 1898, the 

same year that he became a professional.  In addition to cycling, Foxwell loved ice boating, running 

races, and target shooting.  He operated a stationery and photography store on Monmouth Street, where 

he displayed his photographs and conducted his court.  From 1917 until his death in 1944, he was al-

most continuously a Justice of the Peace in Red Bank.  GS 

Ken Rosen (RPPC) and Randall Gabrielan 

 

“Charles R.D. Foxwell, Photographer and Justice of the Peace,” in The Jersey Shore in Monmouth 

County: An Exhibition of Documents and Photographs.  Monmouth County Archives, 2007.  

https://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?Id=2127 

 

League of American Wheelmen.  Road Book of New Jersey.  Philadelphia: Alfred M. Slocum, 1898. 

 

https://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?Id=2127
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James P. Allaire: Maritime Pioneer 

 

James P. Allaire, best known in Monmouth County for ownership of the Howell Works bog iron com-

munity, was a major maritime figure.  Initially in the brass business with a foundry in lower Manhattan, 

Allaire built a relationship with Robert Fulton after he fabricated the brass equipment for Fulton’s pio-

neer steamship Clermont.  Following Fulton’s death and a short-lived partnership, Allaire took over 

Fulton’s works in Jersey City and moved them to New York where he became a leading manufacturer 

of marine engines.  Allaire purchased the iron bogs to assure a supply for his shop.   

 

Furnishing the direct-acting, single-cylinder type engine for the famed Savannah, the first steamship to 

cross the Atlantic in 1819 (although much of the trip was under wind power) is among Allaire’s most 

noteworthy achievements.  A ship owner, he built the David Brown in 1832 to carry material from 

Oceanport to his city works.  It was later one of the first steamships placed on coastal service, running 

from New York to Charleston.  Allaire’s new Home, sailing October 7, 1837, from New York, was 

broken up by storms off Hatteras, North Carolina, claiming about ninety-five lives, in one of America’s 

worst maritime disasters.  The Howell Works, now Allaire State Park, recalls old-times through historic 

interpretation.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan Collection 

 

“For Long Branch….” Ad re the David Brown, Evening Post, September 20, 1832. 

 

Gabrielan, Randall, Birth of the Jersey Shore – the Personalities & Politics that Built America’s Re-

sort.  Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2015. 

 

The Savannah, postcard, published by John R. Allaire.  Randall Gabrielan Collection.  

 

Springate, Megan E., Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazetteer.  Freehold: Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 
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The Steamboat River Queen: Built in Keyport 

 

Launched on March 31, 1864, the 181-foot long, 426-ton River Queen was the second largest of at least 

55 steamboats constructed 1841-1894 in Keyport.  After commercial service in Providence, Rhode Is-

land, and as a troop carrier based in Fort Monroe, Virginia, the River Queen was used by General Ulys-

ses S. Grant as a dispatch boat on the Potomac River.  The unsuccessful Hampton Roads Conference 

took place on the River Queen on February 3, 1865.  In an attempt to end the Civil War, President 

Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of State William H. Seward, representing the Union, met with Confed-

erates:  Vice President Alexander H. Stephens; Senator Robert M. T. Hunter; and Assistant Secretary 

of War John A. Campbell.  On March 28, just weeks before his assassination, Lincoln conferred with 

General William T. Sherman, Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter, and Grant aboard the River Queen, a 

scene depicted in the painting, “The Peacemakers” by George Peter Alexander Healy.  In 1868, the 

River Queen was leased to the Long Branch & Sea Shore Rail Road for trips between New York and 

the Jersey Shore (see ad).  Sold to the Nantucket Steamboat Co. in 1874, it shuttled between New Bed-

ford (photo), Nantucket, and Martha’s Vineyard.  In 1892, it returned to the Potomac and became an 

excursion boat for African Americans going to Mount Vernon.  Registered as a barge in 1898, it burned 

to the water’s edge in July 1911.  GS 

New Bedford Whaling Museum and White House Historical Association 

 

“Hampton Roads Conference,” Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hampton_Roads_Conference 

 

“The Peacemakers,” painting by George Peter Alexander Healy, 1868.  Collection of the White House 

Historical Association, Wikimedia Commons, https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/

a4/The_Peacemakers_1868.jpg 

 

Reussille, Leon.  Steam Vessels Built in Old Monmouth, 1841-1894: The Contribution of Keyport, New 

Jersey and the Keyport Shipyards of Benjamin C. Terry.  Brick Township, NJ: J.I. Printing Service, 

1975. 

 

“River Queen,” Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Queen_(steamboat) 

 

River Queen in New Bedford, photograph, photographer unknown, New Bedford Whaling Museum, 

#1991.48.23. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hampton_Roads_Conference
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/The_Peacemakers_1868.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/The_Peacemakers_1868.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Queen_(steamboat
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Steamer Long Branch 

 

An unidentified photographer made this stereographic view about 1872 of the 249-foot Long Branch, 

built in Brooklyn as the Sleepy Hollow in 1865.  In the early 1870s, Jay Gould was the President of the 

New Jersey Southern Railroad. He had taken over the Long Branch and Sea Shore Railroad and ex-

tended it north to Horseshoe Cove, Sandy Hook, a terminus for steamship passengers headed to the Jer-

sey shore.  Gould then absorbed the bankrupt Raritan & Delaware Bay Railroad, which had used Port 

Monmouth as its embarkation point (soon discontinued) and made it a subsidiary of the New Jersey 

Southern.  That gave Gould an iron grip, albeit brief, on the combined steamer/rail route to the shore. 

Together with other steamers, including the Plymouth Rock, Metropolis, Empire State, and Jesse Hoyt, 

the Long Branch plied the waters from New York City to Sandy Hook.  Gould lost control of the New 

Jersey Southern as a result of the Panic of 1873.  Beginning in 1875, the new “all rail route” from Jer-

sey City of the New York & Long Branch Railroad dominated the competition from steamers but the 

sturdy vessels continued to operate for decades and directly to Long Branch when a pier was built there 

in 1879.  After running the route to Sandy Hook until 1874, the Long Branch continued serving the ar-

ea until 1892.  GS 

Ken Rosen 

 

Moss Jr., George H. Steamboat to the Shore.  Sea Bright, NJ: Ploughshare Press, 1991, p. 27. 

 

New Jersey Southern Railroad. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

New_Jersey_Southern_Railroad 

 

Springate, Megan. Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazetteer.  Freehold, NJ: Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Southern_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Southern_Railroad
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The Sea Bird 

 

The Sea Bird and sister ship, the Albertina, represented the second generation of Navesink River 

steamboat that would provide reliable maritime service and over time would seize traffic from sailing 

vessels.  The 187-foot long steamer was built in 1866 at Hunters Point, NY by two major local trans-

portation figures, Edward Minturn and Moses Taylor, who retained ownership until eventual owners, 

Merchants Steamboat Company, paid for the ship.  River conditions and accidents posed two challeng-

es.  Fire on May 5, 1867, at Red Bank necessitated extensive repairs and the placing of the Nelly White 

into service as a replacement.  The river steamers not infrequently ran aground as the shallow Navesink 

was and is full of shoals.  While published schedules posted departure times, tides could delay sailing. 

Legal difficulties ensued in 1880 when the Sea Bird was found carrying too many passengers and too 

few life preservers.  Competition from the 1875 opening of the New York and Long Branch railroad 

drew from steamer business, but as Capt. Parsons pointed out, an expanding summer market kept the 

ships profitable for decades.  Indeed, this freight-oriented vessel at summer relocation time carried all 

manner of household goods, animals, carriages - whatever was needed for summer residency.  RG  

Ken Rosen (PC), Monmouth County Historical Association, Red Bank Public Library 

 

Parsons, Capt. Charles B., Early History of River Steamboats, a paper read to the Monmouth County 

Historical Association, May 25, 1905, reprinted in the Red Bank Register, March 12, 1942. 

 

Sea Bird with man in boat, photograph, Monmouth County Historical Association, Coll. 42, Cont. 4. 

 

Sea Bird, winter, photograph, Monmouth County Historical Association, TR-52. 

 

Sea Bird, postcard, Ken Rosen collection. 

 

Sea Bird, photograph and schedule, Red Bank Public Library. 

 

Springate, Megan E., Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazateer, Freehold, NJ, Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 
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Hand Book of the New York and Long Branch Railroad with Steamship Schedule 

 

The schedule on view from the 1875 Hand Book for the “all-rail route” from Jersey City to Long 

Branch introduced that year by the New York and Long Branch Railroad provides insights into the 

complexities of the era’s transportation business.  The booklet promoted the new all-rail route con-

structed by the New Jersey Central, a project in which William S. Sneden, a civil engineer with a spe-

cialization in railroad construction, played a major role.  However, Sneden about this time also became 

the general manager for the New Jersey Southern, as stated at the bottom of the schedule.  The New 

Jersey Southern continued to offer its earlier route to Long Branch using the steamboats Jessie Hoyt, 

seen here in a painting by James Bard, and Twilight (not pictured) via a rail connection in Sandy Hook.  

Thus, Sneden was closely involved in both competing lines described in the Hand Book, which stated, 

“thousands of visitors to the Jersey coast are supplied with a choice of modes of transit, each excellent 

in its way, and each commending itself to the traveler by one consideration or another, of speed, scen-

ery, &c.”  GS 

Rutgers Special Collections (Hand Book) 

 

Hand Book of the New York and Long Branch Railroad with . . . Business Directory.  Brooklyn: Thos. 

E. Bartow, 1875.  

 

Jesse Hoyt, painting of steamboat, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jesse_Hoyt_(steamboat)

_by_Bard.jpg 

 

Moss Jr., George H. Steamboat to the Shore.  Sea Bright, NJ: Ploughshare Press, 1991, p. 31. 

 

“William S. Sneden,” in William Nelson, The New Jersey Coast in Three Centuries.  Volume 2.  NY & 

Chicago, 1902, pp. 388-389.   

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jesse_Hoyt_(steamboat)_by_Bard.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jesse_Hoyt_(steamboat)_by_Bard.jpg
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Scenes of Steamboats at the Jersey Shore 

 

A visible inconsistency in the water surface suggests that the Red Bank photographer Charles Foxwell 

combined two images for this steamship scene.  The Columbia, built in 1877 for excursions out of New 

York, ran to Long Branch, 1900-1902.  The City of Lowell, built in 1894, sailed on Long Island Sound 

for the New York and New England Railroad. 

 

Foxwell, a photographer of many of the steamers on northern Monmouth rivers, considered himself an 

artist and conducted slide lectures to demonstrate not only his artistry, but the range of his photographic 

services.  To project images, he used glass lantern slides from which this image was made.  The many 

vessels appear to be in New York Harbor which Foxwell was known to visit, notably during the naval 

parade for the 1909 Hudson-Fulton Celebration.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan 

 

Charles R.D. Foxwell Lantern Slide Collection of Randall Gabrielan.  On loan to the Monmouth Coun-

ty Archives. 

 

Springate, Megan E. Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazetteer. Freehold, NJ: Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 

 

“SS City of Lowell.”  Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_City_of_Lowell 

 

 

In the Horseshoe, Sandy Hook 

 

Before the mid-1850s, vacationers heading to Long Branch from New York could take a steamboat to 

the Shrewsbury Inlet and then take a horse-drawn conveyance to their destination.  Travel time was 

shortened by the Long Branch and Sandy Hook Railroad, incorporated in 1856.  Steamboats met the 

train at the Horseshoe, the protected cove on the west side of Sandy Hook, as seen here in a cut from 

Gustav Kobbé’s 1889 New Jersey Coast and Pines.  Prominent in the drawing is the steamboat Mon-

mouth, before its masts were removed (a later view of the ship without masts is elsewhere in this exhib-

it).  The round trip excursion fare in 1889, from New York to Long Branch, including both steamboat 

and train, was $1.50, about $40 today.  Only two years later, in 1891, for military reasons, the federal 

government prohibited steamboats from landing at Sandy Hook; Atlantic Highlands then became the 

boat-to-rail connection point.  GS 

Rutgers Special Collections 

 

Kobbé, Gustav.  The New Jersey Coast and Pines. An Illustrated Guide-Book (With Road-Maps).  

Short Hills, NJ: Kobbé, 1889. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_City_of_Lowell
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The Long Branch Pier: Stereograph, 1879 Building Contract, and 1889 Bond 

 

The Long Branch Ocean Pier, completed in 1879 after years of planning and anticipation, while not the 

first in the region, was deemed an engineering marvel.  Local business was stimulated by the new-

found ability to land passengers in the heart of the resort area.  After the Ocean Pier was wrecked by a 

storm, the new Iron Pier was constructed in 1881, its wrought iron material a considerable improve-

ment over its tubular iron predecessor.  Their naming is confusing as “ocean pier” is also a generic 

term, while both were built of iron. 

 

The pier also appealed to non-travelers as a spot to sit and enjoy the sea environment.  An unanticipat-

ed negative consequence, however, followed the pier.  The new fast travel capability attracted undesira-

bles who could arrive for a day of drinking and carousing, then leave without the necessity of an over-

night stay.  Thus, there arrived a rough crowd previously limited to Coney Island.  The landside charac-

ter near the pier deteriorated. 

 

Having survived repeated damage over the years by weather and collision, the Iron Pier was destroyed 

in a 1901 storm.  Its replacement in 1912 lacked docking facilities, but demonstrated the enduring ap-

peal of recreation, a role it maintained until destruction by fire on June 8, 1987.  RG 

Monmouth County Archives, Ken Rosen (stereograph) 

 

Gabrielan, Randall. Long Branch – Reinventing a Resort. Atglen, PA: Schiffer Publishers, 2009. 

 

Moss Jr., George H. and Karen L. Schnitzspahn. Victorian Summers at the Grand Hotels of Long 

Branch, New Jersey.  Sea Bright, NJ: Ploughshare Press, 2000, pp. 31-41. 

 

“The New Pier at Long Branch; Over Seven Hundred Persons Land at the New Structure,” New York 

Times, June 15, 1879, p.12. [The steamer Adelaide carried passengers on the first excursion.] 
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Steamship Minnie Cornell  

 

Seen here in a painting by 18-year-old Samuel Ward Stanton owned by the late George H. Moss, Jr., 

the Minnie Cornell was a 183-foot passenger steamboat built in 1879 for the Keyport Steamboat Com-

pany.  Sailing to Keyport on July 17, 1880, the Minnie Cornell carried 700 passengers, the largest num-

ber in many years, although it was primarily a cargo vessel.  On February 5, 1887, New York strikers 

threatened to boycott the Minnie Cornell for carrying freight to Keyport after it had been refused at the 

railroad piers.  The ship made news again in 1891, when Louis Harriott was found asleep on board at 4 

AM after murdering Annie Leonard near Atlantic Highlands on November 27.  He tried to escape to 

New York but the Minnie Cornell wasn’t scheduled to leave until the morning.  After an unsuccessful 

insanity defense, Harriott was hanged in Freehold on April 15, 1892.  On March 27, 1893, the ship, 

valued at $40,000, burned to the water’s edge while docked at Keyport.  The fire started in the mess 

room; the crew did not even have time to save their personal effects but $400 in the safe survived the 

disaster.  GJ & GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

“Burned to the Water’s Edge,” Red Bank Register, March 29, 1893, p. 4. 

 

“County News,” Asbury Park Journal, July 17, 1880, p. 1. 

 

Minnie Cornell, freight bill, Monmouth County Common Pleas, Box 266, John G. Storms vs. The 

Keyport Steamboat Co., 1883. 

 

Moss, George H., Jr. Steamboat to the Shore.  Ploughshare Press: Sea Bright, NJ, 1966, p. 17.  

[Reproduction of painting by Samuel Ward Stanton from Moss’ collection.] 

 

Saretzky, Gary D. “Louis Harriott,” Olde Monmouth Times, 1:4 (January 1999).  Monmouth County 

Archives. 

 

Untitled. Asbury Park Journal, February 5, 1887, p. 3. 
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Keansburg Steamships 

 

Keansburg was developed by William Gehlhaus (born 1871), who established the Raritan bayshore re-

sort as a virtual vertically integrated conglomerate.  He built not only the amusements, but lodging, eat-

ing facilities and most importantly, water transport to carry his urban, blue-collar customers.  His New 

Point Comfort Beach Company built a 1,000-foot pier in 1908, eventually extended to 2,000 feet, its 

great length necessary to permit dockage at low tide.  Gehlhaus regularly purchased steamships from 

other carriers, often remodeling and renaming them.  The first, Accomak, chartered from Norfolk, Vir-

ginia interests, reportedly landed passengers by rowboat prior to completion of the dock.  A second, the 

Pocahontas, was built in 1893 and purchased circa 1920 from the Old Dominion Lines in Virginia.  

The Keansburg, built in 1878 as the Nantasket and Gehlhaus’ first owned vessel in 1910, carried up to 

850 passengers until it burned at the Harry A. Marvel shipyard in Newburgh on April 16, 1928. 

 

Launched in 1926 along with the City of New York, the 250-foot City of Keansburg was a marked ad-

vance over the Keansburg.  Powered by two sets of 750-horsepower, three-cylinder engines, this pride 

of the fleet could carry 2,000 passengers.  During the season, it made three daily runs to New York, a 

route ended by its pier’s destruction in a 1962 storm.  After docking at Sandy Hook was refused, Atlan-

tic Highlands provided a home until a pier fire in 1966.  Towed to Florida, the ship ended its days in a 

marine graveyard.  RG 

Monmouth County Archives & Monmouth County Historical Association 

 

Gabrielan, Randall. Keansburg.  Images of America.  Dover, NH: Arcadia Publishers, 1997. 

 

Keansburg Steamboat Company Records, 1910-1914, Collection 17, Monmouth County Historical As-

sociation. [Finding Aid.]  Web, accessed April 1, 2016.  [Includes ticket sale book.] 

 

Leonard, Thomas H.  From Indian Trail to Electric Rail.  Atlantic Highlands Journal, 1923, pp.  632-

635, including photograph. 

 

Moss Jr. George H.  Steamboat to the Shore.  Sea Bright, NJ: Ploughshare Press, 1991, p. 22. 

 

Springate, Megan E. Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazetteer, Freehold, NJ: Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 

 

“Steamer Burns at Dock: the Keansburg Destroyed….,” New York Times, April 17, 1928, p. 51. 

 

Steamer Keansburg.  Mike’s Maritime Memorabilia.  Web.  Accessed April 1, 2016. 
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Wreck of the Hanna near Atlanticville by William H. Hill 

 

Although the photographer Hill described this ship as a “wreck,” the Hanna, a 182.3-foot Norwegian 

ship built in Shelbourne, Nova Scotia in 1872, was not seriously damaged after running aground on 

February 18, 1879.  Captain Lutken had sailed from London on January 12 with ballast, bound for New 

York.  He encountered heavy seas on the entire transatlantic voyage and on February 6, a “Russian 

Fin” named Gustav was lost overboard after falling from the foreyard.  In a high wind with poor visi-

bility as a consequence of snow and fog, the ship hit the beach at 4:30 AM.  Not having the benefit of 

today’s navigational technology, Lutken thought he had landed on Fire Island.  The crew of Monmouth 

Beach Life Saving Station No. 4, under Captain Valentine, fired a life-line between the masts and the 

captain and crew of fifteen men and two boys were brought ashore.  With better weather, the ship was 

floated and towed to New York, where it arrived on March 8.  Hill’s photo of the Hanna, which he an-

glicized to “Hannah,” was made before half-tone photographs began appearing regularly in magazines 

and newspapers, so there was still a modest market for documentary views--original albumen prints 

contact printed in the sun from glass negatives.  GS 

Monmouth County Historical Association 

 

“Arrived,” New York Times, March 8, 1879, p. 5. 

 

New Jersey Maritime Museum Shipwreck Data Base.  http://njmaritimemuseum.org/shipwreck-

database/ 

 

“The Norwegian Ship Hanna Ashore,” New York Times, February 19, 1879, p. 5. 

 

“William H. Hill,” in George H. Moss Jr., Double Exposure Two.  Sea Bright, NJ: Ploughshare Press, 

1995, pp. 94-95. 

 

“Wreck of the Ship Hannah [sic] at Atlanticville (Near Long Branch), February 18, 1879.”  Photo-

graph by [William H.] Hill, Elizabeth, N.J.  Monmouth County Historical Association, TR-36. 

http://njmaritimemuseum.org/shipwreck-database/
http://njmaritimemuseum.org/shipwreck-database/
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Wreck of the Augustina near Atlanticville by William H. Hill 

 

The New Jersey Maritime Museum’s nearly 5,000 shipwreck folders document the dangers of sea trav-

el.  On February 3, 1880, the worst gale in thirty years caused multiple wrecks and significant damage 

to hotels and cottages, including Jay Gould’s.  At about 1AM, the schooner E.C. Babcock ran aground.  

All on board, including the captain’s wife and children, were rescued by Life Saving Station No. 4 at 

Monmouth Beach before the ship broke up in the heavy surf.  The next morning, seven crew members 

of the Spanish brig Augustina were rescued near the same spot in daunting conditions exacerbated by 

floating debris from the Babcock.  The Augustina’s captain committed suicide by shooting himself in 

the head.  For their valor in regard to these two ships, Life Saving Station No. 4 Keeper, Charles H. 

Valentine, and his five surfmen were all awarded gold medals.  On the same day, two other vessels, the 

Kate Newman and the Stephen Harding, collided offshore.  The Newman sank immediately; the only 

survivor was a sailor who jumped on the Harding at the moment of impact.  The Harding then ran 

ashore in Spermaceti Cove; the crew survived but the ship and cargo were a total loss.  

 

Born 1848 in Ireland, photographer “Harry” Hill emigrated with his parents in 1850.  He began his ca-

reer in Elizabeth by 1870 and did both portraiture and outdoor views, including in Monmouth County.  

Hill had his own studio in Elizabeth from 1873 to 1888, with branches in Asbury Park and Long 

Branch at various times.  He then relocated to Pasadena, where he died in the 1920s.  GS 

Monmouth County Historical Association 

 

“The Storm Off the Coast,” Red Bank Register, February 5, 1880, p. 1. 

 

New Jersey Maritime Museum Shipwreck Data Base.  http://njmaritimemuseum.org/shipwreck-

database/ 

 

United States Life-Saving Service. Annual Report.  Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Of-

fice, 1906, p. 230. 

 

“William H. Hill,” in George H. Moss Jr., Double Exposure Two.  Sea Bright, NJ: Ploughshare Press, 

1995, pp. 94-95. 

 

“Wreck of the Ship Agustina [sic] at Atlanticville (Near Long Branch), February 3, 1880.”  Photograph 

by [William H.] Hill, Elizabeth, N.J.  Monmouth County Historical Association, TR-32. 
 

 

http://njmaritimemuseum.org/shipwreck-database/
http://njmaritimemuseum.org/shipwreck-database/
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Keyport Steamboat Company 

 

Steamboats began running from Keyport, a major shipping point for Monmouth’s farm produce, in 

1840.  Passenger and freight service continued with minor interruptions until 1914, although chal-

lenged by financial issues and storms.  One notable steamboat in the 1850s was the Keyport, which 

brought the mail daily from New York.  Its successor was the Matteawan, which sailed for eighteen 

years beginning in 1862.  It left Keyport each morning and returned from New York in the afternoon.  

In the 19th century, several different steamship companies operated out of Keyport, including the 

Keyport & Middletown Point Steamboat Company.  Incorporated in 1852, it was a merger of lines op-

erating in each town.  Its successor was the Keyport Steamboat Company, which organized on April 

20, 1880.  Alfred B. Stoney was company superintendent and a steamboat captain like his father and 

grandfather.  Stoney owned 80 acres in Matawan, planted in fruit, and was chairman of the Keyport 

Board of Education.  In 1883, he was elected as a Democrat to the New Jersey State Legislature and 

served as Chairman of the Committee on Railroads and Canals.  In 1884, he served as Speaker of the 

House.  GJ & GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

“Albert B. Stoney,” portrait, in William Nelson, The New Jersey Coast in Three Centuries, Vol. II, p. 

394. 

 

Invoice, Van Patten, Joseph, vs. Stoney, Alfred B., 1882. Monmouth County Common Pleas, Box 264, 

Monmouth County Archives. 

 

“Steamboat Foreclosure Suit,” New York Times, August 11, 1903, p. 7. 

 

Jeandron, Jack.  Keyport: From Plantation to Center of Commerce and Industry.  Charleston, SC: Ar-

cadia, 2003, pp. 32-36. 
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Steamboat Albertina 

 

The Albertina, seen here in a scenic view by Red Bank photographer Charles Foxwell and a colored 

postcard of the Highlands landing, was built in 1882 at Greenpoint, New York, for the Merchants 

Steamboat Company to replace the Helen.  Originally 165 feet, it was extended to 174 feet in 1910, 

when other improvements enabled installation of a promenade around the upper cabin.  At her celebra-

tory trial trip on April 24, 1882, after she sailed up the Hudson, the Albertina ran from 22nd Street 

(presumably Brooklyn) to Sandy Hook in sixty-two minutes with wind and tide against her. 

 

The Sea Bird and Albertina stopped at river ports specified in the advertisement, but changes could be 

made if business at any one dropped.  Seasonal operation typically began in early March and continued 

to the start of December, weather permitting.  The vessels were regularly laid up over the winter at Red 

Bank, or elsewhere when off-season work was required.  Both ships, esteemed by the public, were fre-

quently photographed; imagery survives from throughout their route.  

 

Following Merchants’ insolvency after the 1925 season, the vessels, while owned by James F. Carroll 

of Brooklyn, were destroyed by fire at Charles E. Gates Lumber Company, East River, New York, on 

May 10, 1932.  The Albertina’s close association with Fair Haven resulted in the borough placing the 

ship’s image on its seal.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan (Foxwell), Ken Rosen (postcard) 

 

Ad, Albertina schedule, July 1902. New Jersey Standard, July 19, 1902.  

 

“Fire Damages Steamboats,” Red Bank Register, May 11, 1932, p. 12. 

 

“Trial Trip of the Albertina,” Red Bank Register, April 26, 1882, p. 2.  

 

Springate, Megan E.  Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazetteer.  Freehold, NJ: Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 
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Central Railroad of NJ Steamers: The Monmouth and the Sandy Hook 

 

The 270-foot Monmouth,  built in 1888 by William Cramp at Philadelphia and her sister ship, the 260-

foot Sandy Hook, built the next year by Harlan & Hollingsworth at Wilmington, Delaware, held stature 

as the crack vessels on the New York to the Jersey Shore route, initially running to Sandy Hook, then 

Atlantic Highlands.  The two, fast and paragons of punctuality, were patronized by shore commuting 

financiers with the Monmouth nicknamed the “Bankers Special,” arriving downtown at Pier 10 at 9:20 

AM while departing at 4:15 in the afternoon.  While similar, the Monmouth’s greater speed was attribut-

ed to a “perfect hull,” apparently from an unprecedented modification in naval architecture.  The 

steamers offered luxury, notably private parlors which rented for the season to compatible travelers.  

 

The Monmouth was withdrawn from service by a financially-pressed Central Railroad of New Jersey in 

1939.  The Sandy Hook, which was substantially destroyed by fire in 1931, was rebuilt the next year 

from her salvaged hull and machinery.  Serving food on moonlight cruises, the ship offered for $1 an 

illustrated dinner plate, still a popular souvenir. 

 

The Sandy Hook, after army service during World War II, later ran for three seasons on a Monmouth 

Park run prior to being scrapped in 1948.  RG 

Ken Rosen (stereograph & PC); George Moss (Monmouth) 

 

Baer, Christopher T., et al, The Trail of the Blue Comet, A History of the Jersey Central’s New Jersey 

Southern Division.  Palmyra, NJ, West Jersey Chapter of the National Railway Society, 1994. 

 

Moss Jr. George H.  Steamboat to the Shore.  Sea Bright, NJ: Ploughshare Press, 1991, pp. 20-22. 

 

Springate, Megan E. Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazetteer. Freehold, NJ: Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 

“Steamer Monmouth of Sandy Hook Route Tied Up After 51 Years Service,” Red Bank Register, 

(Reprinted from the New York Herald-Tribune) March 30, 1939, p. 10. 
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Steamship Mandalay 

 

In its first incarnation, the Mandalay, built in 1889 as the Express to carry railroad cars (while also 

transporting passengers), ran from Mott Haven on the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad to 

the Pennsylvania Railroad, at Exchange Place, Jersey City.  The 272-foot long, steel-hulled vessel ran 

with a crew of twenty-three.  Following a winter 1913 fire, the remains were rebuilt into a four-deck 

3,000 passenger excursion boat. After one season on the Hudson, the renamed Mandalay ran a New 

York to Atlantic Highlands route.  

 

While returning to its dock at the Battery, on May 28, 1938, the Mandalay sank off Staten Island in 

heavy fog after colliding with the S.S. Acadia of the Eastern Steamship Line which sliced into the for-

mer’s starboard bow.  A crewman threw a line to the Mandalay, while the Acadia’s Capt. Cornning 

kept his vessel fixed into the Mandalay’s gash, actions that facilitated a quick rescue in which all hands 

were saved in a few minutes.  Six to eight minutes later, the Mandalay reached bottom, its upper deck 

and stacks remaining visible.  The Mandalay, which made three roundtrips daily, was the principal 

transport for the Atlantic Beach Amusement Park; its loss helped doom the park.  RG 

Monmouth County Archives (halftone), Randall Gabrielan (photo) 

 

Gabrielan, Randall.  Atlantic Highlands. Images of America. Dover, NH: Arcadia Publishers, 1996. 

 

“Steamboat Mandalay” in Thomas Henry Leonard, From Indian Trail to Electric Rail. History of the 

Atlantic Highlands, Sandy Hook, and Original Portland Poynt, One of the First Three Settlements 

of New Jersey, Comprising the present towns of Atlantic Highlands, Sandy Hook and Fort Han-

cock, the Highlands, Locust Point, Navesink, Leonardville, Chapel Hill, Leonardo, Lenison, Bel-

ford, Port Monmouth, New Monmouth, Keansburg and Union.  Monmouth County, New Jersey. 

From Landing of Henry Hudson in 1609 and First Settlement in 1664 to Present Time, 1909.  At-

lantic Highlands, NJ: Atlantic Highlands Journal, 1923. 

 

“Passengers Laud Mandalay’s Crew,” New York Times, May 29, 1938, p. 1 (account by reporter 

Charles E. Egan who was aboard with his family). 

 

Springate, Megan E. Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazetteer, Freehold, NJ: Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 
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Patten Line (S.S. Little Silver and Elberon) 

 

The Little Silver represents the New York and Long Branch Steamboat Company, known as the Patten 

Line for founder Thomas Gedney Patten, born at New York in 1861; the advertisement mentions their 

other vessels, including the Elberon.  The Patten Line ran alternately on the Navesink and Shrewsbury 

rivers until Merchants Steamboat and Patten realized that the prospects for profit would improve if 

each sailed to one stream; Patten then stayed on the Shrewsbury.  The 159-foot Little Silver, built in 

1893 at Tompkins Cove, New York, sailed into the latter 1930s, a career later than the Merchants’ 

ships.  Patten’s ships ran to New York with their principal Long Branch destination, the resort of Pleas-

ure Bay.  

 

Thomas G. Patten, better remembered for his political career, represented a New York district in Con-

gress from 1911-1917.  Defeated in his 1916 reelection bid, Patten then served as Postmaster of New 

York from 1917-1921 prior to moving to California the next year for work on the staff of the Motion 

Picture Producers and Distributors of America.  He died in Hollywood in 1939 at the time the decom-

missioned Little Silver, ownership having passed to others, was rotting at her Long Branch dock.  RG 

Monmouth County Historical Association (photo), Ken Rosen (PC), Library of Congress (Patten) 

  

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, 1774-Present, Accessed April 23, 2016 at http://

bioguide.congress.gov 

 

Springate, Megan E. Steamboats in Monmouth County: A Gazetteer. Freehold, NJ: Monmouth County 

Historical Association, 2003. 

http://bioguide.congress.gov
http://bioguide.congress.gov
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Keyport Boat Builder Olav G. Olsen (1911-1995)  

 

 
 

Image from Olav G. Olsen’s Declaration of Intention, 1941 

  

Keyport has been a center for boat building since the 19th century, both for large steamboats and small-

er craft.  A specialist in the latter, Olav Grefstad Olsen was born in the harbor town of Grimstad, Nor-

way, along the coast of Skagerrak Strait.  In 1938, he emigrated through Ellis Island and, in 1947, 

started “Olsen Boat Works,” in Keyport where he custom made 225 sea skiffs, ranging from 22 feet 

to 42 feet in length.  Olsen’s popular recreational boats were used for fishing in inshore waterways 

of Raritan Bay and Shrewsbury River, and offshore in the Atlantic Ocean along the Jersey Coast and 

Long Island.  Highly valued for their craftsmanship, several of them have been restored and are well

-maintained.  Although no longer in boat building, the firm continues today under the direction of 

Olav’s son John, who operates a Keyport marina that also performs boat repairs.  Olav’s was not the 

only boat building Olsen family in Monmouth County: Lars I. Olsen (unrelated to Olav), with his 

wife Ethel M. and son William L., Red Bank residents, incorporated another firm with the same 

name, “Olsen Boat Works” on February 1, 1958, to make sailboats.  GJ 

Monmouth County Archives & John Olsen (photos) 

 

Monmouth County Archives, Naturalization Records: Certificate of Arrival No. 2906469, March 27, 

1938; Declaration of Intention No. 6827, November 5, 1941; Petition for Naturalization No. 7658, 

January 26, 1946. 

 

Monmouth County Archives, Certificate of Incorporation, Book 64, 1958, p. 425. 

 

Photos courtesy of John Olsen. 

  

“The Sixty Year Olsen Boat Works of Keyport,” presented by John Olsen, Monmouth Beach Cul-

tural Center, March 26, 2008. 
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 Belford Ferry Makes Waves in Monmouth County 

 

The Belford Ferry to New York and Jersey City took many years of planning.  Freeholder Harry Larri-

son advocated it in conjunction with improved rail transportation for commuters. Bayshore, a develop-

ment plan prepared in 1985 for the Monmouth County Department of Economic Development, the Port 

Authority of N.Y. and N.J., and the N.J. Department of Commerce and Economic Development, ar-

gued that it would promote recreation and the economy.  In 1989, the Port Authority provided $6 mil-

lion for three marine projects on the Bayshore, including $2.38 million towards purchasing land for the 

ferry terminal.  Monmouth County then bought 268 acres on Compton’s Creek.  The County’s Depart-

ment of Transportation under Henry R. Nicholson awarded a contract to build the attractive terminal 

complex in 2000 with $10 million in federal funds and, as seen by the letter on display, more than $1 

million in state funds.  On October 28, 2002, Arthur E. Imperatore’s N.Y. Waterways began operating 

ferry service from Belford to Manhattan, competing with those already sailing from Keyport, High-

lands, and Atlantic Highlands.  By 2003, 1,100 commuters were using the Belford Ferry and the park-

ing lot had to be expanded.  Service was extended to Jersey City on March 1, 2010.  In the photos, Ni-

cholson is the man on the right by the terminal while in another, County Clerk Christine Giordano 

Hanlon is enjoying a recent visit to the site.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

Division of Transportation. Belford Ferry Records. Monmouth County Archives.  

 

Donohue, Brian.  “Making Waves for the Future: Back to the Ferry Way of Life,” Star-Ledger, Octo-

ber 4, 2015. Web. 

 

Epstein, Sue, “P.A. Puts $6 Million into Bayshore Renewal,” Star-Ledger (Newark), September 15, 

1989.  Web. 

 

Frasanelli, Mike, “N.J. receives $4.5 million in grants from Department of Transportation for ferry-

related projects,” Star-Ledger (Newark), August 17, 2011. Web.  [Included $2.5 million to improve 

the bulkhead at the Belford facility.] 

 

“Jersey-to-Jersey route,” Star-Ledger (Newark), February 24, 2010. 

 

Kamin, Arthur Z., “Commuter ferry would destroy fishing village,” Star-Ledger (Newark), April 11, 

2000. Web. 

 

Malinconico, Joe. “New high-speed ferry joins Bayshore-N.Y. route,” Star-Ledger (Newark), October 

28, 2002. Web.  

 

Malinconico, Joe.  “Objection raised to gravel lot at ferry terminal….” Star-Ledger (Newark), July 20, 

2003. 
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Highlands Crisscross Bridge 

 

Steamer travel sparked a Highlands of the Navesink resort but by 1870, locals realized that a land con-

nection to the barrier island and ocean shore would be advantageous.  The crude wooden crossing of 

1872 served until damaged by a ship in 1875, then remained closed until its 1878 purchase and repair 

by the Highland Bridge Company.  The County of Monmouth purchased this bridge in 1886.  

 

Following its expulsion by the federal government from Sandy Hook, the Central Railroad in 1892 re-

located its steamship pier to Atlantic Highlands.  Rail facilities west to Matawan already existed, but 

the Central, in need of a connection with its Seashore division, built a four and two-thirds mile exten-

sion east to Highlands and bridged the Shrewsbury River near the existing span.  In order to eliminate 

the need for a second draw, a pedestrian and road passage was added to create the infamous crisscross 

span, an obvious safety hazard.  

 

The specifications attached to the first page of the building contract provide construction details, pre-

suming with greater specificity that the identification of the river which at this point is the Shrewsbury, 

not the Navesink.  Financing was through the sale of bonds.  From the number that survive in collector 

hands, one suspects that sales did not meet the promoters’ expectations.  

 

Passenger service ceased in 1945 and freight three years later, followed by removal of the bridge in 

1950.  In 1933, road traffic was rerouted by the Highway 36 “Million Dollar (draw) Bridge,” succeeded 

by the present fixed-span Capt. Joseph A. Azzolina Bridge in 2011.  RG 

Rutgers Special Collections (1886 bridge), Monmouth County Archives 

 

Ellis, Franklin.  History of Monmouth County. Philadelphia, PA: R. T. Peck & Co, 1885. 

 

Howson, Jean.  An Illustrated History of Travel and Transportation at Highlands and Highland Beach,  

New Jersey. Parsippany, NJ: RBA Group, 2010. 
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The Big Marie-S at the Shark River Inlet Bridge 

The Shark River Inlet Bridge on Ocean Avenue, joining Belmar and Avon-by-the-Sea, opens over the 

Big Marie-S heading out to the Atlantic Ocean in 1977.  The double leaf bascule bridge was dedicated 

on Memorial Day in 1937.  It has a clearance of 18 feet and opens on request 24 hours a day.  The 

leaves are raised with electric power.  The American Institute of Steel Construction gave it an award for 

beauty and design.  For many years, Captain Hank Koch, now a Monmouth County Archives staff 

member, took this oak-frame party boat, built in Atlantic City in 1965, on half-day fishing trips.  The 

Big Marie-S was owned by Marie S., Inc., incorporated in 1951 by Koch’s father-in-law, Walter Sieg-

ler, his wife Alice, and his brother Stanley.  In the other photo, taken about 1998, Koch is at right on 

deck with his family on their next boat, the Big Marie-S II.  Left to right are his son Bill, his wife Den-

ice, and mother-in-law Alice Siegler (widow of Walter).  GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

Belmar Historical Society, “Shark River.”  Web. 

 

Big Marie at Shark River Inlet Bridge, photo by Paul Denucci, Monmouth County Archives, 1977-00-

34. 

 

Certificate of Incorporation, Marie S., Inc., June 8, 1951, Book 39, pp. 400-402, Monmouth County 

Archives. 
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America’s Oldest Truck Line: Van Brunt & Sons 

 

In 1837, the Middletown Point & Matawan Steamboat Co. began ferry service between Matawan and 

New York using the steamboat Monmouth.  To enable Jersey-bound passengers to travel to other 

towns, the Matawan Stage Line was founded and eventually carried mail as well.  After several chang-

es in ownership, William L. Van Brunt purchased the line, changed the name, and expanded it to 

freight when new railroads cut into the passenger traffic, but continued a taxi service to the railroad sta-

tion.  William’s son Harvey later recalled that their stables always housed at least 35 horses that were 

also used for weddings, funerals, pulling fire trucks, and other purposes.  In the photo from about 1913 

on display, four horses pull a Van Brunt truck on Main Street in Matawan.  It is loaded with piano parts 

and equipment bound for Freehold.  The Van Brunts purchased their first motorized truck in 1912 and 

further expanded their trucking business by carrying military supplies during World War I.  The firm 

was purchased in 1963 by Fred C. Hermann, who retained the name, and relocated it to Old Bridge.  

GS 

Monmouth County Historical Association 

 

 

Dulgon, Lee, “Van Brunt trucking firm traces roots back to Matawan Stage Line of 1837,” The Inde-

pendent, July 25, 1979, p. 10. 

 

Henderson, Helen.  Matawan and Aberdeen: Of Town and Field.  Making of America. Charleston, SC: 

Arcadia, 2003, p. 59. 

 

“A Look at America’s Oldest Truck Line,” The Van Brunt Stage, 1:9 (March-April 1976). 

 

“Van Brunt wagon,” photograph, circa 1913, Monmouth County Historical Association, TR-21, Coll. 

882. 

 

 

One Horse Power: Seely & Son Wagon 

 

Seymour Seely, born in 1874, was a partner in the Port Monmouth store named on the undated c.1890s 

image.  After enlisting at Sea Girt in the Second Regiment of New Jersey Volunteers during the Span-

ish-American War, he departed for training to Florida where he contracted malarial fever.  After return-

ing home to convalesce, he commented on the dreadful conditions at the camp, also reported by a num-

ber of other soldiers, prompting an article about mismanagement published by the Newark News.  The 

sick were poorly cared for, with unfit and inadequate provisions served.  Unfortunately, he succumbed 

to his illness.  Little is known about the business, although in 1909 Frank Downes was reported to have 

bought William Seely’s market.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan 

 

Gabrielan, Randall. Middletown, Monmouth County, New Jersey.  Atglen, PA: Schiffer Publishers, 

2008. 

Monmouth Press, September 24, 1898. 
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Crawford Giberson: Horse Breeder and Trainer 

 

Although railroads and trolleys had become important means of ground transportation by the 1890s in 

Monmouth County, horses continued to be highly valued both for travel and for racing.  In this photo 

taken about 1895, Sid Conover is talking to Crawford Giberson.  The white horse was Conover’s favor-

ite, named Becky. Crawford (Croff) Giberson was born about 1860 in Bradevelt, New Jersey, and 

worked as a horse trainer both in Red Bank and for Monmouth County Sheriff Samuel Hendrickson 

when Hendrickson was a leading horse dealer in the county.  Giberson raced trotting horses until his 

death in 1924.  The accompanying ad from the July 3, 1895, Red Bank Register documents Giberson’s 

breeding services for race horses.  GJ & GS   

Red Bank Public Library 

 

Crawford Giberson advertisement for Chandos, 1034 registered standard horse, $10 breeding service 

fee, Red Bank Register, July 3, 1895, p. 2. 

 

“Crawford Giberson,” Obituary, Red Bank Register, April 23, 1924, p. 1.  

 

Sid Conover and Croff Giberson, Photo #268, Red Bank Public Library.  
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Stagecoach Travel 

 

Stagecoach travel, often romanticized in popular culture, was simply dreadful.  In inland New Jersey, 

predecessor crude “Jersey wagons,” the only commercial passenger vehicles, lurched over sandy paths 

that would not justify the term “road,” notably in southern and shore sections.  Travel to county seats 

prompted establishment of some routes, while reaching the shore sparked others, including some that 

crossed the state from Philadelphia.  The opening of the Camden and Amboy Railroad precipitated 

more stage routes, such as a run from Hightstown to Long Branch.  Images of such stagecoaches in Al-

lentown and Red Bank are on view here.  The wealthy, of course, could afford much finer personal ve-

hicles.  James Hazen Hyde, who inherited Equitable Life from his father, was a bon vivant and Franco-

phile who engaged in the “sport” of coaching.  He possessed a stable of fine steeds and a magnificent 

coach collection.  He and Alfred Vanderbilt gained notoriety in 1901 for a New York to Philadelphia 

round trip in just under twenty hours by his coach, the Liberty, seen here in a postcard of a painting by 

Max Francis Klepper, New York to Lakewood, Coach “Liberty” Crossing the Bridge Near Turkey Blue 

Ball, New Jersey.  (Turkey, also called Blue Ball, is now Adelphia in Howell Township.)  The Liberty 

is now at the Shelburne (Vermont) Museum, part of its magnificent collection of early Americana.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan (Liberty), Ken Rosen (Allentown), Red Bank Public Library 

 

Klepper, Max Francis. New York to Lakewood, Coach “Liberty” Crossing the Bridge Near Turkey Blue 

Ball, New Jersey.  Postcard of painting, one of a series of twelve commissioned by James Hazen 

Hyde and donated by him to the New-York Historical Society.  Reproduction, courtesy New-York 

Historical Society. 

 

“Long-Distance Trip Aboard a Coach: New York to Philadelphia and Return on a Four-in-Hand. It 

Was Planned by James H. Hyde, Alfred G. Vanderbilt, and Maurice E. Hewlett, the Famous 

"Whip,"  New York Times, October 10, 1901, p. 1. 

http://search.proquest.com/hnpnewyorktimes/docview/96156460/A020A449C6BD49DBPQ/1?accountid=48704
http://search.proquest.com/hnpnewyorktimes/docview/96156460/A020A449C6BD49DBPQ/1?accountid=48704
http://search.proquest.com/hnpnewyorktimes/docview/96156460/A020A449C6BD49DBPQ/1?accountid=48704
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Theodore Roosevelt campaigns in Red Bank, May 25, 1912.   

Photograph by Charles R.D. Foxwell 

 

Both Theodore Roosevelt and his chief opponent for the Republican Presidential nomination, William 

Howard Taft, crisscrossed New Jersey in May 1912.  Traveling by a special train, Roosevelt departed 

Penn Station in New York City on Friday, May 24, and stopped at Burlington, Hammonton, Egg Har-

bor, Atlantic City, Millville, Vineland, Bridgeton, Glassboro, Woodbury, Camden, and Trenton.  The 

next morning, departing from Trenton, he visited Lakewood, Asbury Park, Long Branch, Red Bank, 

Perth Amboy, Rahway, New Brunswick, Plainfield, Bound Brook, Westfield, Garwood, Cranford, Ro-

selle Park, and Elizabeth.  The following Monday, he boarded a train in Hoboken and headed for Mor-

ristown, Dover, Newton, Hackettstown, Washington, Phillipsburg, Princeton, Bayonne, and West Ho-

boken.  The primaries were held the following day and Taft, running as the incumbent President, was 

the victor.  GS 

Randall Gabrielan (Foxwell photo) 

 

“The Colonel’s Jersey Tour; It Will Last  Three Days and Cover the State from End to End,” New York 

Times, May 23, 1912, p. 2. 
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Broad Street in Red Bank by Charles Foxwell 

 

Red Bank provides a cross-section view of every transportation development in Monmouth County 

from establishment on the river in the era of sail, to maritime progression with steam to each land con-

veyance that would carry traveling residents.  Several are represented in a Foxwell image of the west 

side of Broad Street, looking north from number 60 at the left, the Patterson Stores, with the recently 

completed Eisner Building, the three story structure to its right.  The automobile, probably a Cadillac, 

had attained greater prominence than its one-vehicle presence in the midst of the wagons would sug-

gest, but the latter would retain utility for some years.  The trolley tracks reflect a conveyance that from 

1896 propelled Red Bank’s prominence as a retail center, but service would end in 1922 when trolleys 

were replaced by buses.  The bicycle during the era may be best remembered for recreational aspects 

but it was and remains a transportation option.  In this freezing winter scene, the bicyclist’s trip was 

uncomfortable when even Child’s horse had a covering.  The streetscape is enduring; all buildings re-

main except for a pair of two-story structures in the background.  The other Foxwell photo includes 

only horse-drawn vehicles and a bicycle. RG 

Randall Gabrielan 

 

Eid, Joseph. Trolleys to the Fountain. Brick, NJ: the author, 1980. 

 

Phillips, Helen C. Red Bank on the Navesink.  Red Bank, NJ: Caesarea Press, 1977. 
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Parcel Post 

 

Express companies delivered small packages in operations that began around the second third of the 

nineteenth century but their functions focused on carrying specie and valuables, while their routes left 

much of the country unserved.  Postal delivery of parcels began in Europe by the 1850s, the service 

facilitated by smaller territories and a developed rail network.  While the United States began interna-

tional parcel mail in 1887, domestic delivery waited for the passage of the Act of Congress of August 

24, 1912, which established Parcel Post service effective the following January 1 and authorized the 

issuance of a series of twelve postage stamps then valid only for parcel post.  Parcel Post mail was an 

instant stimulus to retail trade, especially for the growth of the great catalog houses, notably Montgom-

ery Ward and Sears.  Parcel Post wagons became familiar presences on the townscape.  The pictured 

Red Bank example by Charles Foxwell is not unlike the stamp’s, assembled at a time when carriages 

typically were locally made bodies placed on undercarriages with wheels.  Notice that the postal horse 

appears to have greater camera awareness.  Effective July 1913 regular stamps were permitted for par-

cel post, a class of mail in time discontinued.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan (Foxwell); Gary D. Saretzky (stamp) 

 

Scott Specialized Catalog of United States Stamps.  New York: Scott Publishing, Co. Various Issues. 

 

Office of Inspector General, White Paper, 100 Years of Parcel Post, December 20, 2013, accessed at 

uspsoig.gov, April 28, 2016. 
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State Troopers Ride Harley Motorcycles 

 

Historians dispute who invented the motorcycle. Several motor-powered cycles were introduced about 

the same time during the 19th century.  Perhaps the first was Sylvester H. Roper’s of Boston; he invent-

ed a steam powered velocipede in 1867.  By the 1920s, local police departments in Monmouth County 

and New Jersey State Troopers were finding it convenient to use Harley Davidson motorcycles to keep 

the peace and enforce the law. (Harley, founded in 1903, had become the largest manufacturer.)  On 

exhibit, enlarged to poster size, is New Jersey State Trooper Sergeant George J. Diblin standing on his 

Harley at the Monmouth County Horse Show, circa 1922.  That year, the annual Horse Show was held 

August 26, 1922, at Miss Clara Peck’s Winganeck Farm in Shrewsbury.  Also that year, Diblin arrested 

Raffaele Eovino for murdering his wife Amelia in Holmdel.  Standing next to his Harley is Eric 

Sjostrom, a New Jersey State Trooper who in 1922 captured two prisoners who escaped for three days 

from the Monmouth County Jail.  After a tip from a Robertsville farmer, William A. Hawkins, 

Sjostrom quickly rode his motorcycle #43 to the farm and found James Ayers and Stanley Kaminske 

hiding in tall grass.  GJ 

NJ State Police Museum 

 

Joynson, George. Murders in Monmouth. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2007. 

 

Joynson, George. Wicked Monmouth County. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2010. 

 

“Two Jail Breakers Caught in a Swamp,” New York Times, August 2, 1922, p. 8. 
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Toll Roads 

 

Funding for the construction and maintenance of roads was an early, significant subject of public fi-

nance.  Labor on roadways was a source of meeting road obligations for those unable or unwilling to 

pay road taxes.  Privately owned toll roads, once deemed a partial remedy, were built throughout the 

state.  Toll rates, which varied depending on foot traffic only, size of vehicle, and freight carried, in 

time became highly unpopular with a traveling public unwilling to pay and expecting that all routes 

should be a public responsibility.  Poor maintenance of toll roads helped fuel this resistance.  One ar-

dent opponent, Ovid Tuzeneu of Middletown, became a folk hero in the 1890s by chopping down toll 

gates and suing turnpike companies. 

 

Toll rates were set by the owner.  Pictures of toll gates and houses are not unusual, but this Middletown 

example stands out with its readable list of charges.  It stood at Kings Highway, near Highway 35, but 

after relocation to Middletown-Lincroft Road near the railroad station, is now a residence.  The other 

tollhouses on exhibit: a stereographic view, circa 1870s, near Highlands, the other on Woolleytown 

Road, Morganville, 1912.  Around 1900, most turnpike routes were purchased by the counties to public 

acclaim.  The last in New Jersey was bought by the Bergen Freeholders in 1916.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan (Middletown); Ken Rosen (Highlands); Dorothy Herbert Yeargin (Morganville)  

 

“Last Toll Road in New Jersey,” New York Times, July 16, 1916, p. XX10. 

 

“One Hundred Years Ago,” Independent, January 28, 1998, p. 33. 

 

Red Bank Register, A long series of articles beginning with October 21, 1896, Fighting A Turnpike, 

and continuing through March 13, 1901, The Turnpike Wins Again and an editorial March 20, 

1901, Buy the Turnpikes. 
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Historic Colts Neck Road, Rt. 537 

The old postcard from about 1911 of Colts Neck Road shows a scene that except for the electric lines 

probably hadn’t changed since 1778 when Captain Joshua Huddy married the widow of Levi Hart, who 

owned a tavern, later renamed the Colts Neck Inn, on the road between Freehold and Tinton Falls.  

Among other landmarks on this historic thoroughfare, one can find the Laird apple distillery that dates 

back to 1780 and Due Process Golf and Horse Stables, once owned by Robert E. Brennan.  In the other 

photo, Freeholder Thomas Lynch Jr. (left) and Traffic Engineer Richard Sweet preside over the installa-

tion of new guardrails on Route 537 near the boundary between Colts Neck and Tinton Falls on July 

16, 1980.  Guardrails like these were needed with the advent of high speed automotive travel.  Note the 

50 mile per hour speed limit sign in the distance.  GS 

Randall Gabrielan & Monmouth County Archives 

 

1980 photograph by Paul DeNucci, Monmouth County Archives [1980-07-12]. 

Burry, Lillian, “Colts Neck,” in Town by Town: Impressions of Monmouth County.  Freehold, NJ: Mon-

mouth County Clerk, 2002. 

Gabrielan, Randall.  Colts Neck.  Images of America.  Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 1998, p. 109. 
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Garden State Parkway 

 

Although a four-mile stretch was completed north of the Raritan between 1946 and 1950, Garden State 

Parkway construction only began in earnest in 1952 after roads to the shore were overwhelmed with 

traffic.  Built in sections, the highway incorporated modern safety features: limited access, separation 

of north and south traffic, and enhanced sight lines.  Project funding through toll-financed bonds was 

necessary in woefully underfinanced New Jersey.  The roadway largely traversed sparsely settled re-

gions but, in northern Jersey, significant expropriations in developed areas were required.  Even so, in 

Monmouth, routes were challenged, some crossing thoroughfares were split, and buildings moved in-

cluding some near the illustrated Navy railroad scene in Middletown.  In Tinton Falls, an overpass cov-

ered the other pictured scene but nearby Riverdale Avenue was divided.  Substantially completed in 

1954, the GSP transformed the state, especially shore regions.  Residential development expanded once 

outlying territories came within commuting time of New York and northern New Jersey.  The southern 

shore boomed, for both leisure and secondary homes, a process that contributed to the concomitant de-

cline of Asbury Park and some older resorts.   

 

Toll takers were all men until January 6, 1975, when five women, including Mrs. Nan Canter of 

Belmar, began work.  In the photo taken at home, Mrs. Canter reflects on her first day staffing the As-

bury Park Toll Plaza.  Today, electronic tolling through E-ZPass, completed on the GSP in September 

2000, has accelerated traffic.  

 

The GSP had a predictable effect of adding traffic to meet its expanded capabilities which led to nu-

merous road expansions and improvements which began soon after its opening and are on-going. The 

process made real the facetious sign pictured in a cartoon, “Construction – Next 20 Years.”  RG 

Randall Gabrielan (GSP), Monmouth County Archives (Canter) 

 

 "E-ZPass open from N.Y. State to Cape May" (Press release). New Jersey Highway Authority, Sep-

tember 19, 2000.  Cited at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_State_Parkway#cite_note-18 

 

Garden State Parkway History.  http://gsphistory.com/home.htm 

History of the Garden State Parkway.  Brochure.  [New Jersey Turnpike Authority?, ca. 2010]. 

 

“Mrs. Nan Canter, Belmar, reflects on her first day as a toll collector on the Garden State Parkway,” 

Red Bank Register, January 14, 1975, p. 9.  RBR-1975-034RBR, Monmouth County Archives.  

[Photo in exhibit not published with article.] 

 

New Jersey Turnpike Authority. Garden State Parkway.  Images of America. Charleston, SC: Arcadia 

Publishing, 2013. 

 

http://www.nj.gov/turnpike/pr091900.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Highway_Authority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_State_Parkway#cite_note-18
http://gsphistory.com/home.htm
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Highway 35: Features and Safety in Middletown 

 

Early automotive travel on future state highways intensified after World War I, when principal con-

cerns were paving, road alignment, and establishment of rules of the road.  The expansion of motoring 

in the 1920s, prompted by country drives and travel to the Jersey shore, saw the rise of roadside stands 

and small businesses catering to the motorist.  Many were perceived as temporary occupancies that 

would be replaced by permanent structures in an era of development.  When highways, such as State 

Route 35, became crowded almost to capacity, safety became an increasing concern as small business-

es still attracted the impulsive driver.  Left turns and fast-moving, unseparated opposing traffic were 

particularly hazardous.  The two scenes in Middletown reflect conditions of the times.  Notice how the 

ice cream signs at an angle drew the eye of travelers on the opposite side of the highway, prompting 

dangerous left turns across traffic.  Hazardous conditions in Middletown and a rising traffic toll 

prompted local safety advocates to place caution signs along the road exhorting drivers to “Stay Alive 

on Highway 35.”  New Jersey claims many highway safety innovations including concrete dividers, 

which are called “Jersey barriers” worldwide, and jug-handle left turn lanes to remedy the cited haz-

ards.  Others include creeper lanes on hills and roadway edge markers.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan 

 

Cranmer, H. Jerome. New Jersey in the Automobile Age: A History of Transportation.  Volume 23. The 

New Jersey Historical Series.  Princeton, NJ: D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 1964. 
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Governor Byrne Opens Five-Mile Stretch of Rt. 18 in Colts Neck and Tinton Falls 

 

Route 18 has had a significant impact on economic development and quality of life in Monmouth 

County.  Proposed in the 1950s, construction began in 1966 and has continued periodically ever since.  

In this photo by Don Lordi, Governor Brendan T. Byrne holds a key that symbolically opens a new five

-mile section, extending the north portion from New Brunswick to Wayside Road and the Garden State 

Parkway.  At center right is William F. Smith, chairman, New Jersey Highway Authority, and on the 

right, Louis J. Gambaccini, commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation.  Immedi-

ately to the left of Byrne is Jim Crawford, who worked in DOT media relations.  The man at the far left 

is unidentified.  The Red Bank Register published a cropped version of this photo on December 23, 

1979.  Subsequently, connection was made to I-195.  In the future, Rt. 18 may be extended farther 

south.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives [1979-12-041RBR-21A] 

 

“Key to Opening,” Red Bank Register, December 23, 1979, A6. 

 

 

Kozloski Road Dedication in Freehold 

The Kozloski family poses with Freeholder Thomas J. Lynch Jr. for a group photo at the dedication cer-

emony for Kozloski Road in Freehold, June 2, 1980.  Built with the intention of relieving congestion 

on Routes 9 and 33, the road was named after State Assemblyman and Senator Walter J. Kozloski 

(1935 – 1979), a former Freehold Borough Council member and Howell Township teacher who died in 

office while completing his third two-year term as Senator.  Pictured with Lynch on left are Kozloski’s 

son Walter, his wife Louise, and grandchildren.  Eventually, substantial new county government build-

ings and residential housing were built on agricultural land in the area.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

Paul DeNucci photo, 1980-06-03, Monmouth County Archives. 

 

Geary, Robert J. “Kozloski Loses Fight with Kidney Failure,” Asbury Park Press, November 26, 1979: 

A1. 

 

Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders. Resolution 80-170, in minutes, regular public meet-

ing, 6 March 1980: 52-3. Monmouth County Archives. 
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Ocean Grove Blue Laws 

 

The nation’s principles of separation of church and state notwithstanding, certain localities from time to 

time have attempted to privilege religiously motivated regulations ahead of temporal law.  When the 

state legislature authorized Neptune Township’s Ocean Grove settlement in 1869, the Methodist’s 

Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association (CMA) presumed that its 1870 state charter gave it the power 

to enact ordinances and maintain courts to enforce them.  The CMA forbid carriage driving, and later 

automobiles and bicycles, on Sundays, enforced with a chain installed in 1916.  Only emergency and 

doctor’s vehicles could gain access.  The regulation even forbade Sunday parking which set off a week-

ly rush to remove vehicles on Saturday night. 

 

Between 1975 and 1979, two court cases led to the end of Ocean Grove’s blue laws.  In 1975, a news-

paper deliveryman sought relief.  He sued and in 1977 the New Jersey Supreme Court mandated a one-

hour lowering of the barrier.  But in the same year, Louis Celmer Jr. of Belmar appealed a drunk driv-

ing conviction on the grounds that the Ocean Grove municipal court was unconstitutional.  In 1979, the 

Supreme Court agreed, terminating CMA’s power to manage roads, make laws, and to have its own 

police department and municipal court.  Neptune Township tried to help out Ocean Grove by passing a 

parking ban on Sundays but local citizens successfully sued to have that ordinance ruled illegal.  Ever 

since, one can drive and park in the Grove on Sunday with impunity.  RG & GS 

Elsalyn Palmisano 

 

Ocean Grove signs, photograph taken at Ocean Grove Historical Society by Elsalyn Palmisano, n.d. 

 

“Unchained Memories: Opening the Gates in Ocean Grove,” Blogfinger: A Digital Breeze from the 

Jersey Shore.  https://blogfinger.net/2011/03/27/unchained-memories-opening-the-gates-in-ocean-

grove/ 
 

 

Transportation and Employment: Traffic Policeman, Long Branch 

 

Transportation provided more than 313,800 jobs in New Jersey in May 2015.  Included in this figure 

are bus, truck, taxi, and other drivers; material moving workers and packagers; train engineers and con-

ductors; parking lot attendants; automotive and watercraft service attendants; bridge tenders; crane and 

dredge operators; vehicle cleaners; and many other jobs, including supervisors of the above.  The high-

est paid are airline pilots and air traffic controllers.  Not part of the total are traffic cops, like this one 

directing car drivers in Long Branch on Memorial Day, May 24, 1981.  But were it not for automobile 

traffic, this officer might not have had a job.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, State Occupational  Employment and Wage Estimates, New Jersey, May 

2015.  http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_nj.htm#53-0000 

 

Traffic policeman, Memorial Day, Long Branch, unpublished photograph by unidentified staff photog-

rapher, Red Bank Register, May 24, 1981.  Monmouth County Archives.  1981-05-181RBR. 

https://blogfinger.net/2011/03/27/unchained-memories-opening-the-gates-in-ocean-grove/
https://blogfinger.net/2011/03/27/unchained-memories-opening-the-gates-in-ocean-grove/
http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_nj.htm#53-0000
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The Locomotive Monmouth 

 

Although sources conflict, the Monmouth was perhaps the first locomotive used in Monmouth County, 

on the Freehold & Jamesburg Agricultural Railroad that began operations in 1853 with rolling stock 

provided by the Camden & Amboy.  The Freehold & Jamesburg purchased its own steam locomotive, 

either the Monmouth or the Washington, in 1855.  For the first time, it enabled train travel from Free-

hold and Englishtown to Jamesburg, with connections to New York and Philadelphia.  Passing through 

Farmingdale and Allaire, the line extended to Sea Girt by 1872. 

 

The Monmouth was built by the Rogers Locomotive and Machine Works in Paterson.  Founded by 

Thomas Rogers in 1832 in partnership with Morris Ketchum and Jasper Grosvenor, the company built 

more than six thousand locomotives used around the world.  At least nineteen of them have been pre-

served in the United States, Canada, South America, and New Zealand, but not the Monmouth.  Early 

Rogers locomotives like the Monmouth were given names; later ones got numbers.  After the Rogers 

Works went through several reorganizations, it was absorbed by ALCO in 1905.  The last locomotive 

built at the Works was made in 1913 and the original building was used as offices as late as 1992.  To-

day it is the home of the Paterson Museum.  GS 

Monmouth County Historical Association 

 

Ellis, Franklin.  History of Monmouth County, New Jersey.  Philadelphia: R.T. Peck, 1885, pp. 378-

380. 

 

“Freehold and Jamesburgh [sic] Railroad,” Monmouth Democrat, July 14, 1853. 

 

Rogers Locomotive and Machine Works.  The Rogers Locomotive Catalog, 1876.  Newark, NJ: New 

Jersey Historical Society, 1983 reprint. 

 

Rogers Locomotive and Machine Works. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Rogers_Locomotive_and_Machine_Works 

 

Rosenbaum, Joel.  “The Freehold and Jamesburg Agricultural Railroad,” The High Line (Philadelphia 

Chapter of the PRRT & HS), 7:4 (1993), p. 5. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rogers_Locomotive_and_Machine_Works
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rogers_Locomotive_and_Machine_Works
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Englishtown Railroad Station 

 

The Englishtown station, representing Monmouth County’s first railroad, the Freehold and  Jamesburg, 

opened in 1853 to connect the county seat with the Camden and Amboy.  Its organizers were motivated 

by the need for more convenient, easier and faster means to reach an outlet for agricultural products 

produced in Monmouth’s central region, along with a passenger link to the line that had a state-

sanctioned monopoly on New York-Philadelphia traffic.  A new railroad that opened in January 1869 

connected the Freehold and Jamesburg with the shore at Manasquan and with the Raritan & Delaware 

Bay at Farmingdale.  After the Freehold and  Jamesburg consolidated with two companion lines in 

1879, the new line was leased to the Pennsylvania Railroad.  

 

Englishtown was the last stop in Monmouth County on the line’s northwesterly course into Middlesex 

County and its connection with the aforementioned Camden and Amboy at Jamesburg.  The c.1905 im-

age by Hightstown photographer Edwin P. Thorburn is from a postcard that captured half the waiting 

passengers observing him while the rest look at the arriving train.  RG 

Ken Rosen 

 

 

Sea Bright Railroad Station 

 

The tracks of the Long Branch & Seashore Railroad initially ran along desolate Wardells Beach, but as 

Sea Bright developed after 1870, the railroad passed through the center of town, creating blatant safety 

hazards.  When the pictured station was built in 1900, after the old station was sold and moved, reme-

dies included locating the platform ten feet further from the tracks to protect waiting passengers from 

speeding express trains.  A considerable loss of life in prior years also prompted the installation of 

crossing gates and the hiring of flagmen.  The “gay nineties” notation at the bottom was written well 

after the print was made, inferred not only by the identification of the structure, but from the realization 

that time periods are named only after their passage into history.  RG 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

“Sea Bright Railroad Station,” copy negative by Paul DeNucci, Monmouth County Archives, 1981-04-

017.  

 

“Sea Bright’s New Station.  It is to be completed in time for summer service,” Red Bank Register, 

April 4, 1900, p. 1. 
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Taking the Train: Early Rail Travel from New York to Monmouth County 

 

Two schedules depict the eventual interlocking web of the Central Railroad of New Jersey (CNJ).  

Chartered in 1854, the first shore line, the Raritan and Delaware Bay (R & DB), opened in 1860.  As 

seen in the 1860 Beers map detail, it ran from Port Monmouth (steamboat terminus until 1871) through 

Middletown, across the Navesink, then south past Red Bank.  An early spur provided service to Long 

Branch and it reached Lakewood in 1861.  By 1862, the R & DB extended to Atsion, meeting a branch 

of the Camden & Amboy (C & A), with ferry service to Philadelphia.  The 1863 timetable shows 

boarding a boat in New York at 6:15AM and arriving in Camden at 4:45PM.   

 

The R & DB was planned as a subterfuge to break the state authorized C & A New York to Philadelph-

ia rail monopoly.  Their ruse, suspected after construction moved west from Atsion to Camden, was 

challenged by a successful C & A lawsuit which bankrupted the R & DB in 1869.  The R & DB then 

merged with the Long Branch & Sea Shore Railroad to form the New Jersey Southern (NJS), created 

by Jay Gould.  In 1879, the NJS was formally acquired by the CNJ. 
 

Originated by the CNJ, the New York and Long Branch (NY & LB, 1875) ran from Jersey City 

through Red Bank, crossing the New Jersey Southern and continuing along the coast.  The Sandy Hook 

terminal of the Long Branch and Sea Shore (1865), initially a competitive line to the R & DB, attained 

greater traffic after the CNJ, the eventual NJS parent, abandoned Port Monmouth in 1871. 

 

By the time of the 1889 NY & LB rate schedule on display, the bridge over Raritan Bay enabled it to 

offer service from Perth Amboy to Point Pleasant (later to Bay Head).  At Long Branch, passengers 

could switch to the NJS and go north to Atlantic Highlands or with connection, down to Lakewood.  

RG & GS 

Monmouth County Archives (1860), Red Bank Public Library (1863), Rutgers (1889) 

 

Beers, S.N. & F.W.  Map of Monmouth County, New Jersey.  NY: Smith, Gallup & Holt, 1860.  Mon-

mouth County Archives. 

 

Kobbé, Gustav.  The Jersey Coast and Pines.  Kobbé: Short Hills, NJ, 1889. Includes table of rates of 

railroad fare. 

 

New Jersey Southern Railroad. Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

New_Jersey_Southern_Railroad#Raritan_and_Delaware_Bay_Railroad 

 

“Raritan & Delaware Bay Railroad. Time Table to take effect June 15, 1863.” Red Bank Public Li-

brary. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Southern_Railroad#Raritan_and_Delaware_Bay_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Southern_Railroad#Raritan_and_Delaware_Bay_Railroad
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Upper Freehold Township: The Pemberton and Hightstown Railroad 

 

Chartered in 1864 and opened in 1868 with a festive excursion on February 8, the short Pemberton and 

Hightstown Railroad began at Hightstown where it connected with the Camden and Amboy.  It ran 

through Monmouth to Pemberton, linking to the Burlington and Camden County Railroad with access 

to Camden.  Construction began at each terminus and met at Hornerstown, Upper Freehold, where the 

line had a freight house and turntable.  The other Monmouth stations were Cream Ridge, where a vil-

lage developed near the station, seen here in a rare 1870s carte-de-visite and a postcard from about 

1910, and the pictured Sharon, where station agent George Cooper was killed in 1870 after slipping 

under a moving train.  Lesser Monmouth stops were mere freight platforms, typically to pick up milk.  

The line ran through productive agricultural country and existed on revenue from freight, including 

marl.  Passengers were also carried: an early timetable timed the 25.3 mile trip at an hour and ten 

minutes.  Operated by the Union Transportation Company, the road came under the control of the 

Pennsylvania Railroad.  Loss of freight revenue and other typical financial challenges doomed the line, 

which ceased operations in 1977.  Jersey Central Power and Light Co. purchased much of the right of 

way, some of which has been converted to a hiking path.  RG 

Ken Rosen (Cream Ridge) & Randall Gabrielan (Sharon) 

 

Brinckmann, John.  Pemberton and Hightstown – A Chronicle of Railroading through the Farm Belt of 

New Jersey.  Edison, NJ: The author, 1987. 

 

Gabrielan, Randall.  Allentown and Upper Freehold Township.  Images of America. Charleston, SC: 

Arcadia Publishing, 2001. 
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The New York and Long Branch Railroad 

 

The New York and Long Branch Railroad was promoted by its builder, the Central Railroad, as the “all 

land route” to shore destinations.  The ferry ride required to reach its Jersey City terminal made the slo-

gan only slightly hyperbolic, considering this short Hudson River run was an immeasurable improve-

ment over steamship travel to earlier railheads at Port Monmouth and Sandy Hook.  Chartered in 1868, 

seven years construction overcame numerous grading and water crossing challenges, notably Raritan 

Bay spanned by a single-track bridge (on exhibit), then an engineering marvel.  A more efficient dou-

ble-track bridge replaced this span in 1908.  

 

On a celebratory first run for railroad and public officials on June 25, 1875, the train brought out large 

crowds and heralded predictions of a bright traveling future.  Service to the public began July 1 with 

six trains daily to and from Long Branch.  The line reached Asbury Park in August, then Sea Girt in 

September and Point Pleasant in 1880. 

 

The extant Red Bank station, depicted here in a cyanotype by Edward Taylor, was of a common design 

replicated at Matawan, Branchport, and on other Central Railroad lines.  It opened in November 1876 

to replace a temporary structure razed in December 1875.   

 

The railroad manifest is from an 1884 civil lawsuit against Henry Hertz.  Hertz was a German immi-

grant who filed a Declaration of Intent and Petition for American citizenship in Monmouth County in 

1882.  A tavern licensee in Long Branch between 1878 and 1899, Hertz used the local railways to have 

provisions shipped to his Sans Souci Hotel, later known as Hertz’s German Hotel.  RG & GS 

Monmouth County Archives (manifest), Randall Gabrielan (station), Joel Rosenbaum (bridge)  

 

Manifest, New York & Long Branch Railroad.  Isaac Scull vs. Henry Hertz, Common Pleas, Box 238, 

1884. Monmouth County Archives. 

 

“Red Bank Rail Road Station,” postcard, circa 1905 (copy), HABS: Red Bank Railroad Station Report, 

2007, Photograph #21, Monmouth County Archives. 

 

Matawan Journal, June 26, 1875, p.1. 

 

Monmouth Inquirer, July 8, p. 2; July 22, p. 3; July 29, p. 3; and August 26, 1875, p. 3. 

 

Wood, Don, et al. The Unique New York and Long Branch. Earlton, NY: Audio Visual Design, 1985. 
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Sandy Hook Railroad and Pier 

 

New travel opportunities arrived in 1870 at the Jersey Shore with the change of the Port Monmouth 

dockage to Sandy Hook and the switching of facilities there from Spermaceti Cove to Horseshoe Cove. 

Over time, the insolvent Raritan and Delaware Bay Railroad combined with the former opposition line, 

the Long Branch and Sea Shore, emerging as the New Jersey Southern.  Unfortunately, there was a 

spell when operations came under the control of Jim Fisk and Jay Gould, two of the most evil charac-

ters in the history of Monmouth County, who first inserted themselves by leasing the steamer privilege 

at Sandy Hook.  Their intentions to build a major trunk line from New York to Baltimore motivated the 

expansion of facilities at Sandy Hook, but did not come to fruition. 

 

Failure of the Fisk-Gould interests to pay their bills resulted in a contractor filing a mechanics lien 

which provides specifications, a plan (a portion on exhibit), and other details.  The original merits ex-

amination for extraordinary insight into dock construction.  

 

The troubled line eventually came under the control of the Jersey Central Railroad which docked 

steamships that connected to its Seashore branch until ordered in 1891 by the federal government to 

leave, resulting in relocation in Atlantic Highlands in 1892.  RG 

Ken Rosen (1870s stereograph) and Monmouth County Archives (map) 

 

“Drummond Woolley & Co. vs. John Torrey, Jr., Long Branch & Sea Shore Railroad.”   Mechanics 

Liens, 1874, Monmouth County Archives. 

 

“New Railroads of New Jersey,” Philadelphia Inquirer, May 31, 1870, p. 8.  
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Central Railroad of New Jersey: Henry S. Little 

 

Seen here is an 1870s view of the Highlands station of the Central Railroad of New Jersey (CNJ) and 

an 1881 list of its routes.  By 1901, the CNJ had consolidated or merged with nearly fifty smaller lines, 

including nine that operated in Monmouth County.  With the Pennsylvania Railroad, it also jointly 

owned the New York and Long Branch Railroad (NY & LB), which had taken over four railroads in 

Monmouth.  In 1976, the bankrupt CNJ became part of Conrail.  Its commuter rail service in the state 

was assumed by New Jersey Transit in 1983.  Attorney Henry Stafford Little (1823-1904), son of Hen-

ry Little, merchant and banker of Middletown Point, was instrumental in railroad development.  During 

his seven years (1864-1871) as New Jersey State Senator, including two as Senate President, “Staff” 

Little championed the all-rail route from New York to the Jersey Shore and introduced the bill to incor-

porate the NY & LB, with South Amboy as its northern terminus.  The following year, he got a supple-

mentary bill passed to extend the line over Raritan Bay, with a very positive impact on Monmouth’s 

economic development.  Little became the President of both the CNJ and the NY & LB.  His other civ-

ic contributions included “the first improved highway in Monmouth County” between Middletown 

Point and Freehold.  A Princeton University alumnus (1844) and benefactor, dormitory Little Hall 

(1901) was named in his honor.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives & Rutgers Special Collections 

 

Central Railroad of New Jersey Travelers and Tourists Guide. NY: American Bank Note Co., 1881.  

Rutgers Special Collections and University Archives.  [Includes list of routes.] 

 

Handbook of the New York and Long Branch Railroad, with … Business Directory.  Brooklyn: Thos. 

E. Bartow, 1875. Rutgers Special Collections and University Archives. 

 

“Henry S. Little,” Memorial, May 25, 1904, Monmouth Bar Association.  Monmouth County Archives.  

 

Highlands Station, photograph, 1870s, Monmouth County photographs file, Rutgers Special Collec-

tions and University Archives. 

 

New Jersey Central Album. Roselle Park, NJ: Warren B. Crater, 1963. 

 

“The Terhune Family,” in The Jersey Shore: A Social and Economic History of the Counties of the At-

lantic, Cape May, Monmouth and Ocean.  Family and Personal History. Volume III.  NY: Lewis 

Historical Publishing Co., 1953, pp. 373-376.  [Includes portrait of Little, whose sister was married 

to William L. Terhune.] 
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Soldiers Ride the Rails: Military Use of Railroads in Monmouth County 

 

The post-Civil War arrival of the railroad made Long Branch, a seaside resort since the late 18 th centu-

ry, a gathering place for the famous, rich and powerful, including President Ulysses S. Grant.  The ce-

lebrity culture of the resort attracted touring groups, like Maryland’s elite 5 th National Guard Regiment, 

seen in this stereograph by G.W. Pach, that arrived with a 65-piece Marine Corps band on a special 

train from Baltimore for an eight-day visit on July 21, 1874.  The regiment camped near the East End 

Hotel, was treated to “a grand concert and full dress ball,” and held a formal review for President Grant 

and the governors of Maryland and New Jersey. 

 

Railroads to the shore were also valuable assets for more mundane military purposes.  In the mid-

1880s, the New Jersey National Guard sought a permanent training ground that could accommodate a 

thousand-yard rifle range and was readily accessible by rail statewide.  The state settled on Sea Girt, 

leasing property there in 1885 and subsequently purchasing it.  The 1923 photo shows members of the 

Guard’s 113th Infantry regiment leaving Newark’s Central Railroad of New Jersey station for annual 

training at Sea Girt.  JB 

       Ken Rosen & Joe Bilby 

 

Bilby, Joseph G. Sea Girt: A Brief History. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2008. 

 

“Long Branch Notes – The Fifth Maryland Regiment,” New York Times, July 22, 1874, p. 1. 
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Railroad Map, Monmouth County, 1875 

 

Published to promote the then new New York & Long Branch Railroad, this map also shows the route 

of the Long Branch and Sea Girt Railroad, which merged with the NY & LB in 1881, and other lines.  

Note that from New York, the “all rail” trip began in Jersey City, since there were no tunnels or bridges 

across the Hudson River from Manhattan at that time.  Passengers transferred from a ferry to the large 

railroad terminal in Jersey City.  From there, rail travel was continuous to the Jersey shore, made possi-

ble by the recent construction of the bridge over the Raritan between Perth Amboy and South Amboy.  

It was also possible to take a steamship from Manhattan to Port Monmouth or Sandy Hook and pick up 

a rail connection there.  The map is from the promotional booklet, All Rail to Long Branch, published 

by George C. Caitlin with funding by the Central Railroad of New Jersey, which initially owned and 

operated the NY & LB.  In addition to the map, Caitlin provided bits of local history for stops along the 

route.  Ads in the booklet for hotels included the Metropolitan in Long Branch, with accommodations 

for 500 guests.  GS 

Rutgers Special Collections 

 

Caitlin, George C.  All Rail to Long Branch.  A Work Descriptive of the New All-Rail Route from New 

York, Via the New York & Long Branch R.R. to the Sea Shore of New Jersey, and the Summer Me-

tropolis of America.  New York: George C. Caitlin, 1875. 

 

 

Two Railroad Maps from Kobbé, New Jersey Coast and Pines 

 

Gustav Kobbé’s two works for the Central Railroad, his 1891 Central Railroad of New Jersey and 

1889 New Jersey Coast and Pines, are elevated from the typical railroad promotional puff piece by text 

and illustrations that make them genuine guides for the traveler.  The two maps from the latter are 

among the best for the era as they show the rail routes in the context of roads and topographical fea-

tures.  Riders familiar with the present NJ Transit line, the only remaining passenger service, can spot 

no-longer extant stations.  Take note of former extensive service to the shore.  Some abandoned roads 

are or will become hiking-biking paths.  Only a short piece of the Henry Hudson Trail into Highlands is 

illustrated; the publisher apparently omitted the connection from Matawan that was built in 1889. Kob-

bé’s extensive oeuvre includes books on music, notably opera.  RG 

Rutgers Special Collections 

 

Kobbé, Gustav.  The New Jersey Coast and Pines. An Illustrated Guide-Book (With Road-Maps).  

Short Hills, NJ: Kobbé, 1889. 
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Central Railroad of New Jersey: Tourist Guide, 1881 

 

It is virtually impossible to detect the owned roads of the Central Railroad from a consolidated map 

which links their lines with affiliated carriers’.  The Central rail lines originated in Jersey City, but they 

ticketed from New York; a ferry across the Hudson provided the link.  The two principal routes were 

the Main Line running to the High Bridge/Glen Gardner area and the North Jersey Coast Line, which a 

few years after its 1875 opening reached Bay Head Junction.  Other shorter segments were absorbed 

through merger. 

 

Railroads issued many promotional pieces to induce both the vacation rider and travelers for any pur-

pose, notably commutation.  Their appealingly illustrated booklets extolled the virtues of their covered 

territories with flowery language that bordered on the hyperbolic.  Since commuters would be frequent 

riders, some railroads promoted suburban home ownership by favorable comparisons of the costs of 

mortgaged land acquisition and construction vs. city rentals. 

 

Surviving way bills are common, but provide insight into the cost of transporting goods, often an im-

portant factor in their economic viability.  Can one imagine shipping a bag and a barrel for only 29 

cents?  RG 

Rutgers Special Collections (booklet), Monmouth County Archives (freight bill)  

 

Isaac Scull vs. Henry Hertz, Common Pleas, Box 238, 1884. Monmouth County Archives. [Henry 

Hertz shipped a barrel of sundries and a bag of coffee from New York to Long Branch. Central 

Railroad of New Jersey, Lehigh Valley R.R. and Philadelphia & Reading R.R.  Joint Through 

Freight Way-bill No. 1089, from New York to Long Branch, August 8, 1882.] 

 

Central Railroad of New Jersey and branches. Travelers and tourists guide. Long Branch, Ocean 

Grove, & Sea Girt.  NY: American Bank Note Co., 1881.  [Includes map.] 
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Atlantic Highlands Railroad Station 

 

The Central Railroad chose Atlantic Highlands as a replacement dockage after the federal government 

in 1891 ordered the line expelled from Sandy Hook.  Running trains along an artillery test range was 

too dangerous and the military anticipated the need for tightened security for the planned Fort Hancock 

(1895), an upgrade to the fortifications already there.  The relocation proved a boon for the village and 

nearby sections of Middletown Township; both experienced heightened real estate activity.  

 

The tracks at the rebuilt dock, which replaced a small 1879 pier, were connected with the branch rail 

line that linked the New York & Long Branch at Matawan with Atlantic Highlands, while a four mile 

extension to Highlands was built.  

 

The locomotive Penobscot, photographed May 30, 1892, in conjunction with the opening of the ex-

panded pier, pauses at a temporary station built a block west of First Avenue, one replaced in 1893 by 

the pictured station designed by Frank Bodine.  This structure was located west of First on the site of 

the present borough parking lot.  After destruction by fire on December 16, 1951, it was replaced the 

next year by a nondescript concrete block building that was razed in 1973. RG 

Monmouth County Historical Association (locomotive), Randall Gabrielan 

 

Atlantic Highlands RR Station ca. 1920 postcard.  Randall Gabrielan collection.  

 

Atlantic Highlands Pier, aerial view.  Randall Gabrielan collection. 

 

Gabrielan, Randall. Atlantic Highlands. Images of America. Dover, NH: Arcadia Publishing, 1996. 

 

Locomotive Central Railroad of New Jersey, Atlantic Highlands, 1890s, with fireman, photo, Mon-

mouth County Historical Association, TR-57.  

 

Monmouth Press, May 28, June 4, and July 1, 1892. 

 

Wood, Don, et al. The Unique New York and Long Branch.  Earlton, NY: Audio Visual Design, 1985. 
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 Struck by a Train: William H. Morris, Sr. (1817-1891) 

 

New Jersey probably had the first fatalities from a train wreck in Hightstown in 1833 and since then, 

there have been many people killed either in accidents or when they were on the tracks at the wrong 

time.  The death toll was higher before gates and flashing light systems reduced hazards at highway 

and road crossings.  One unfortunate early victim, William Morris, was run over by a train in Long 

Branch on Friday, September 11, 1891.  Morris was walking along the tracks headed in the same direc-

tion as the train.  Despite locomotive engineer William H. Morrison, who oddly enough had almost the 

same name, frantically blowing his whistle several times, Morris did not look up, perhaps because he 

was hard of hearing.  Three days later Monmouth County Coroner William E. Van Dyke scheduled a 

Coroner Inquest.  The jury found that the cause of death was being struck by Engine 113 and exonerat-

ed the engineer from all blame.  

 

In the Monmouth County Archives’ Coroner Inquest, the railroad company is referred to as the [Long 

Branch and] Sea Shore Railroad (LB & SS).  In the Red Bank Register obituary, the company is re-

ferred to as the [New Jersey] Southern Railroad (NJS).  The NJS was created by Jay Gould. Gould ex-

tended the LB & SS north to Horseshoe Cove on Sandy Hook.  The LB & SS opened in 1865 and later 

became part of the Southern Railroad.  GJ 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jay Gould 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Jay Gould, half-length portrait, facing left.” Library of Congress, Photographs & Prints Division, 

Washington, DC. Reproduction Number LC-USZ62-104428. 

 

William H. Morris and Hannah Lefetra, October 22, 1840, Long Branch, by R.E. Morrison, Preacher, 

C4a. Monmouth County Archives Marriage Returns. 

 

William H. Morris and Elizabeth W. Moore, October 4, 1860, Reformed Church of Long Branch, by 

James B. Wilson, Pastor, E1j.  Monmouth County Archives Marriage Returns.  

 

“William H. Morris,” obituary, Red Bank Register, September 23, 1891, p. 1. 

 

William H. Morris, Sr., September 14, 1891, Monmouth County Archives Coroner Inquests Box 305. 
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Highlands Railroad Station 

 

The 1889 railroad map elsewhere in this exhibit shows clearly that, at that time, there was no rail ser-

vice to Highlands, although it was not far from train stations at Atlantic Highlands to the west and, to 

the east, Highland Beach on the Sandy Hook peninsula, where the Long Branch and Seashore Railroad 

began service in the 1860s.  It was not until 1892 that the Central Railroad of New Jersey extended its 

line the few miles from Atlantic Highlands, which connected west to Matawan and points north, east to 

Highlands, benefiting resorts there.  New stations on the 3.5 mile run from Atlantic Highlands included 

Hiltons and Water Witch.  The CNJ ran steam locomotives along Sandy Hook Bay like the one in the 

postcard, colorized to look like a night scene, until April 1954.  Passengers on these “boat trains” could 

connect to steamboats with service to New York or to trolleys that extended to Red Bank and Keyport.  

In addition to facilitating travel, railroads were an important source for employment, including switch-

men and barrier operators, as seen in the postcard.  The last train from the Highlands departed Novem-

ber 30, 1958.  The rail right-of-way is now used for the Henry Hudson Trail of the Monmouth Parks 

System.  GS & RG 

Ken Rosen 

 

King, John P. The Highlands.  Images of America.  Dover, NH: Arcadia, 1995, pp. 18-21. 

 

Central Railroad of New Jersey. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Central_Railroad_of_New_Jersey 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Railroad_of_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Railroad_of_New_Jersey
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North Long Branch Station 

 

Beginning in 1865, when you could take a Long Branch and Seashore Railroad train from Sandy Hook 

to Long Branch, the penultimate stop was North Long Branch, as seen in this February 6, 1905, blue-

print and early postcard view of the station.  Convenient to the beach, the station was located on Atlan-

tic Avenue near what is now Seven Presidents Park.  The Long Branch and Seashore was absorbed by 

the New Jersey Southern which in turn merged with the Central Railroad of New Jersey.  Today, the 

New Jersey Coast Line, operated by New Jersey Transit, makes three stops in Long Branch but North 

Long Branch isn’t one of them, as the line runs farther west.  At Long Branch, southbound passengers 

can change from the electrified train to one with diesel power and continue as far as Bay Head.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives (blueprint), Ken Rosen 

 

Plan of Proposed Passenger Station, Blueprint, North Long Branch Station, Central Railroad of New 

Jersey, New Jersey Southern Division, Sea Shore Branch, September 15, 1904, revised February 6, 

1905. Monmouth County Archives, Building Contracts, Series 1500, Oversized Box 3. 

 

Gabrielan, Randall.  Long Branch: People and Places.  Images of America.  Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 

1998, pp. 20-21. 
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Allenhurst Railroad Station 

 

Built in 1897, the New York and Long Branch railroad station at Allenhurst, pictured in 1979, endured 

until its demolition in April 1982 to make way for a multi-tenanted facility that included rail use.  Thus, 

the 1931 blueprint and building contract for a new station appear to be a mystery at first glance.  They 

reflect an intended station to be located between Deal and Allenhurst to replace both of the individual 

depots at these stops.  However, this plan was not implemented, resulting in the station’s relocation to 

Bay Head Junction, where it did double duty as an inclement weather shelter.  RG 

Monmouth County Archives, Randall Gabrielan (1979 photo) 

 

Agreement and blueprint, Proposed East Bound Passenger Station at Allenhurst-Deal, N.Y. & L.B. 

R.R. Co., 1931. Monmouth County Archives, Building Contracts, Series 1500, Deal, Box 23. 

 

Asbury Park Press, April 24, 1982. 

 

Rosenbaum, Joel, to Randall Gabrielan, e-mail, May 31, 2016.  (With input by Tom Gallo.) 

 

Wood, Don, et al., The Unique New York and Long Branch.  Earlton, NY: Audio Visual Design, 1985. 
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Derailment at Red Bank, 1909 

 

Several tragic accidents mark New York and Long Branch Railroad (NY&LB) history.  After the first 

derailment that sent an express into Parkers Creek, an uninjured President Grant aided the rescue; there 

were three fatalities.  The greatest toll was on The Broker, which derailed on a regular evening com-

muter run on February 6, 1951, after the engineer sped through speed reduction warnings at a construc-

tion site in Woodbridge; eighty-four died.  The most bizarre was on a morning run on September 15, 

1958, when a train fell through an open drawbridge into Newark Bay with a disabled engineer helpless 

at the controls; forty-eight were killed.  In comparison, the March 19, 1909, derailment at Red Bank 

station was harmless.  Pennsylvania RR “Train No. 216” left the tracks at the Oakland Street crossing. 

Conductor James Moore, who was thrown onto the pavement, was the only injury.  The disabled train 

blocked passage on the New Jersey Southern Division which crossed the NY & LB tracks at this loca-

tion.  While the accident was attributed to “spreading of the rails,” the New York Times reported that 

railroad men believed an obstruction to a “frog” (a rail device that facilitates the crossing of lines) 

caused the engine truck wheels to lift off.  The photo in the exhibit is from a lantern slide by Charles 

Foxwell.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan (slide) 

 

 

The Blue Comet 

 

The Central Railroad of New Jersey’s The Blue Comet races through the Pine Barrens on its way to the 

salubrious salt air of Atlantic City.  Despite all the glitz and glamour associated with the train, the CNJ 

created this special deluxe all-reserved coach service in a last-ditch effort to salvage a modicum of pas-

senger train service south of Lakehurst, New Jersey.  Strictly a homegrown train fabricated in the rail-

road’s own car shops, with no new equipment ordered, The Blue Comet and its wide appeal came large-

ly through the brilliant work of advertising and railroad men full of genius and, later, the Lionel Toy 

Trains model of it.  With service beginning in February 1929, just eight months before the infamous 

October stock market crash, The Blue Comet, attractively painted in Packard Blue and Jersey Cream, 

would lose some of its luster and passenger revenue as the Great Depression dragged on through the 

1930s.  The renowned train wreck of August 1939 near Chatsworth further tarnished the train and its 

once high-society orbit.  On the eve of the nation’s entry into the Second World War - September 28, 

1941 - The Blue Comet streaked across New Jersey on its final passage and then entered into the annals 

of local history and legend.  PS 

Paul Schopp 

 

Baer, Christopher T., William J. Coxey and Paul W. Schopp.  The Trail of The Blue Comet: A History 

of the Jersey Central’s New Jersey Southern Division.  Palmyra, NJ: West Jersey Chapter, National 

Railway Historical Society, Inc., 1994. 

 

Rosenbaum, Joel and Tom Gallo.  The Seashore’s Finest Train: The Blue Comet.  Piscataway, NJ: 

Railpace, 1983. 
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Military Use of Trains: Naval Weapons Station Earle 

 

In 1943, needing a port and supply base away from congested New York City, the Navy chose the 

shore in the Leonardo section of Middletown Township and a rough, little-inhabited inland part of 

Colts Neck (then Atlantic Township) for a fast-track project to build the Naval Ammunition Depot 

Earle, now Naval Weapons Station Earle.  A fourteen-mile railroad and highway connected the storage 

and loading sections of the base. Initial reports drew alarm and the opposition of the Freeholders, nota-

bly upon learning that thirteen roads and highways would be crossed at grade.  Compromises resulted 

in overpasses at some of the busier intersections, including Highways 35 and 36 along with 

Leonardville Road in Middletown Township and County Route 537 in Colts Neck, but many intersec-

tions remain at grade. 

 

For safety, workers load munitions on ships the same day they are brought in.  When not possible, side-

tracks for railroad car storage are built into the hills near the waterfront.  In 1946, a munitions handling 

accident killed seven and injured scores.  Road use restrictions, generally limited to government and 

emergency passage, make it rarely seen by the public other than infrequent usage for detours.  The pic-

tured scene is near the Middletown-Tinton Falls border.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan 

 

Gabrielan, Randall. Colts Neck.  Images of America. Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishers, 1998. 

 

“Navy Railroad to Be Double-Track Road,” Red Bank Register, March 9, 1944, p. 1.  
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Matawan Passenger Railroad Station 

 

Opened in 1875, the Matawan railroad passenger station is a good example of mid-Victorian architec-

ture, with Stick, Carpenter Gothic, and Eastlake elements, including cross gables and clipped gabled 

roof.  The 2½ story wood frame structure measured 51’x21’.  The ornamental woodwork that appears 

in the 1905 photo had been removed by 1979.  The first floor consisted of a large waiting room, ticket 

office and bathroom.  Ticket agents used the second floor as living quarters.  Several other stations 

along the rail line have similar construction, indicating that the design and construction was done by 

the railroad company.  The building served passengers on the New York and Long Branch Railroad for 

many years.  On June 22, 1984, the structure was placed on the National Register of Historic Places.  It 

was replaced by the current passenger station, opened in 1982 on the north of the railroad tracks, on the 

Aberdeen side of the municipal border; as a result, the station’s name was changed to Aberdeen-

Matawan.  GJ 

Monmouth Co. Archives, South River Historical & Preservation Society, Library of Congress 

 

“Matawan Passenger Railroad Station and Freight House.” Historic American Buildings Survey, Na-

tional Park Service, Department of the Interior, Washington, DC. HABS No. NJ-873, August 1978. 

 

“Matawan Station.” National Register of Historic Places. NR 84002756, June 22, 1984. 

 

“Station, Southeast and Northeast Sides - Matawan Passenger Railroad Station, 1 Railroad Plaze, be-

tween Main Street & Atlantic Avenue, Matawan, Monmouth County, NJ.” Library of Congress, 

Prints & Photographs Collection, Washington, DC, Reproduction Number: HABS NJ, 13-MAT, 2--

4. 

 

Van Dyke Reid Collection, South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.  
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Monmouth County Railroad Map, 1979 

 

This map is from the 1979 Update, New Jersey State Rail Plan, issued by the New Jersey Department 

of Transportation (NJDOT) in August 1979, a month after the creation of New Jersey Transit, an off-

spring of NJDOT that in 1983 would take control of commuter rail service in the state.  The Plan in-

cludes data about all the railroads in New Jersey and makes recommendations for federal funding.  The 

map on display shows every rail segment in Monmouth County, each identified by a 7-digit New Jer-

sey Line Code Number.  For example, NYLB22X is the number for the South Amboy to Matawan line.  

The number reflects this line’s origins in the New York & Long Branch Railroad, incorporated in 1868.  

According to the Plan, NYLB22X carried both passengers and freight.  Examples of freight included 

coal, nonmetallic minerals, apparel, lumber, furniture, pulp and paper products, chemicals, petroleum 

and coal products, electrical machinery and equipment, waste and scrap, and empty containers.  GS 

Monmouth County Library 
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New Railroad Crossing at Grade on Shrewsbury Avenue 

 

The Monmouth County Electric Company’s trolleys were forced to run on tracks along Shrewsbury 

Avenue due to the town’s opposition of a line on Broad Street.  Their car barn was on the east side of 

the street, a short distance north of Broad, today’s Highway 35.  Their pictured trestle over the nearby 

railroad crossing was reported razed in April 1924.  A not dissimilar “humpbacked” road bridge, re-

portedly built prior to 1930, required a high ascent by motorists and was in deteriorating condition by 

the 1970s.  It was long the subject of possible repair or replacement, alternatives preferred at the time 

to a grade crossing but the latter was chosen offering the motorist a smooth, easy passage over a little-

used rail line.  In the 1993 photo, attending the opening ceremony, among others, are Freeholders Har-

ry Larrison Jr., Thomas J. Powers, and Ted Narozanick.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan (trestle), Monmouth County Archives (grade crossing)  

 

“Bridge may be leveled,” Red Bank Register, April 23, 1924, in “Shrewsbury News,” September 19, 

1980, p. 1. 

 

“County asks bond aid at Shrewsbury bridge,” Red Bank Register, January 13, 1984, p. B1. 

 

Shrewsbury Avenue Railroad Crossing, photo by Paul DeNucci, Monmouth County Archives, 1993-07

-04-7. 
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Last Bar Car on New Jersey Transit, 1981 

 

“Tippling and Trains--Perfect Together,” although an enduring practice on rail travel, fortunately was 

never a promotional slogan.  The bar car, an outlet for every man or woman, dispensed liquid alcoholic 

refreshment sold by the rail line to ease the ride home.  However, by 1981, New Jersey Transit found 

the bar car operating at a loss, so the service was cancelled.  The last one ran June 30, accompanied by 

jeers and complaints of steady customers. 

 

The Club Car, a more rarified environment than the standard passenger cars, limited ridership to those 

who paid for the privilege of traveling with congenial and compatible commuters.  The coffee accom-

panied a quiet morning ride, but as Pamela Keating recalled her father’s afternoon experience on the 

Central, “the train was more animated…[as] the brokers told their stories…,” while Baxter, the African 

American porter, served their drinks which “he knew…by heart.”  Extra Christmas compensation re-

warded his faithful year-long service, but the Club Car is also now history.  The accompanying photos, 

taken on the North Jersey Coast Line by a Red Bank Register photographer on June 30, 1981, depict 

bartender Winston Chambers and unidentified women patrons. 

 

Imbibing options still exist, notably at the main stations where liquor store clerks vend cans of beer in 

brown paper bags with the speed and efficiency of a casino croupier.  RG 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

Keating, Pamela Mansfield Johnston. Good Growing, (A Memoir), N.P., the Author, N.D. 

 

“Jersey Coast Line Trains Run Dry,” Red Bank Register, July 1, 1981, p. 1. [Photographer not credit-

ed.] 

 

Photographs, Red Bank Register Negative Collection, Monmouth County Archives, 1981-06-235RBR.   
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Trolleys Meet at Campbells Junction 

 

A “trolley” is a pole that draws power from an overhead line, distinguishing this conveyance from oth-

er types of street cars.  The first electric trolley in Monmouth County ran from Ocean Grove to Belmar, 

part of an eventual longer line along the Jersey coast.  Some trolley lines were built over former horse-

drawn street car routes. Trolley lines were characteristically short, linking nearby towns, rather than 

longer runs typical of interurban railroads, although by switching trolleys and planning circuitous 

routes, one could travel considerable distances.  

 

Campbells Junction was built from Derek Campbell’s cornfield at the intersection of Leonardville 

Road and Main Street, near Belford in Middletown Township.  Trolleys running to Highlands, Red 

Bank, and Keyport met at this planned switching place.  A small commercial district arose here that, 

prior to business development along the region’s highways, was the only shopping area in the town-

ship.  Trolley service ended in northern Monmouth in the 1920s, but endured on parts of the shore line 

until 1931.  Bus service provided replacement public transportation but preference for the automobile 

doomed the trolley.  Campbells Junction remains a locality name, its transportation origins acknowl-

edged by a New Jersey Transit bus stop.  RG 

Randall Gabrielan & Red Bank Public Library 

 

Eid, Joseph. Jersey Central Traction Co. – Trolley to the Bayshore.  Brick, NJ: Author, 1981. 

 

Eid, Joseph. Trolleys in the Coast Cities. Brick, NJ: Author, 1979. 

 

Maguire, Stephen D. and Theodore J. Labrecque, “The Monmouth County Electric Co.,” in The Mark-

er, 6:1(May, 1947), North Jersey Chapter, National Railway Historical Society.  
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The Keyport & Matawan Street Railway Company 

 

Horse-drawn cars on tracks represented a transition from horse-drawn wagons to electric trolleys.  On 

exhibit is one share of stock in the Keyport & Matawan Street Railway Company in the name of the 

company’s President, William H. Reid, November 4, 1887, featuring a graphic of a horse-drawn street 

car.  The company was incorporated in 1867 but many locals opposed it.  For example, in April 1887, 

D. A. Bell, editor of Matawan Journal, opined that it would ruin Matawan.  Tracks for the trolley were 

not installed until the year after Keyport adopted an ordinance on August 17, 1886, to authorize the 

construction.  The ordinance provided that the tracks could not be more than two inches above the road 

and the fare was not to exceed five cents.  Although not specified in the ordinance, police and firemen 

rode free and parents of school children could purchase discounted tickets.  The trolley cars were dou-

ble-ended, so their direction could be switched by moving the team of horses to the other end.  At a 

foreclosure sale in 1891, John Keough bought the company for $5 and incorporated it as the Keyport & 

Matawan Railroad Company.  The line was electrified and renamed the Jersey Central Traction Com-

pany in 1901.  GJ 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

Ordinance to authorize the construction and operation of a street Railway…, Township of Keyport, 

adopted August 17, 1886.  Miscellaneous Records, Box 3, Folder 79, Monmouth County Archives.  

 

Pugh, David W. & John S.; Russell, Frank D.; Keeler, George W.; and Reid, William H.; trading as 

D.W. Pugh & Co. vs. Rapp, Gottfried, 1889.  Monmouth County Common Pleas, Box 286, Mon-

mouth County Archives. 

 

The Street Railway Journal, Volume 7, May 1891, p. 269. 
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Electric Railways in Monmouth County 

 

On view is the incorporation for the Atlantic Highlands, Red Bank and Long Branch Electric Railway, 

recorded April 8, 1895.  The stockholders included Eatontown attorney James Steen (1852-1909), who 

has been credited with obtaining the franchise.  A graduate of Princeton University, Steen was active in 

legal affairs, historical and genealogical research, and social reform movements.  Among other activi-

ties, he founded the Law and Order League in Eatontown that campaigned against gambling and horse 

racing at Monmouth Park.  

 

Today, few people remember how widespread trolleys were in New Jersey in the first half of the 20 th 

century.  In 1907, more than 345 million passengers rode street and electric railways in the state, in-

cluding more than 9 million in Monmouth County, where three different lines operated: the Monmouth 

County Electric Co., chartered in 1901 and which purchased the Atlantic Highlands line in 1905; the 

Jersey Central Traction Co., which operated in Matawan and Keyport; and the Atlantic Coast Electric 

Railroad that carried passengers from Belmar to Asbury Park to Long Branch.  The postcard from 

about 1910 shows a busy streetcar in Atlantic Highlands, stopping on a trip between Red Bank and 

Keyport.  GS 

Monmouth County Archives & Ken Rosen 

 

Durand, Dana and Thomas Cummerford Martin.  Street and Electric Railways, 1902.  U.S. Govern-

ment Printing Office, 1905. 

 

Incorporation, Atlantic Highlands, Red Bank, and Long Branch Electric Railway Company, April 8, 

1895, Monmouth County Archives, Incorporation Book C, pp. 96-97. 

 

Nicholas, Frederic.  McGraw Electric Railway Manual. Volume 21.  New York: McGraw Publishing 

Co., 1914. 

 

Steen, Moses Duncan Alexander.  The Steen Family in Europe and America….Cincinnati: Monfort, 

1917, pp. 601-603. 

 

Steuart, William Mott.  Street and Electric Railways, 1907.  U.S. Government Printing Office, 1910. 
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Trolley Accident at Long Branch, 1896 

 

The West End and Long Branch Street Railway may be considered an antecedent of trolley service in 

the city.  No later than 1870, its horse-drawn street cars ran from West End to a point near Pleasure 

Bay. Electric trolley service began service in 1896 after overcoming the city’s posture on franchises 

and opposition by some locals.  Formed in April 1895 and incorporated in 1905, the Atlantic Coast 

Electric Railway Company controlled four lines: the Asbury Park & Sea Girt Railroad Co., the Sea-

shore Electric Railway Co., the Atlantic Coast Electric Light Co., and the West End & Long Branch 

Railway Co.  By 1904, it had 70 cars operating on 26 miles of track and its powerhouse supplied elec-

tric light to Asbury Park, Allenhurst, Belmar, Ocean Beach, Como and Spring Lake.  The image from a 

postcard depicts electric trolley #206 on Florence Avenue about 1920, with conductors (left to right) 

Charles Ryan and Lewis Bennett.  While generally safe, accidents did occur.  On July 14, 1896, in the 

Hollywood section of Long Branch, railroad employees Arthur E. Chandler and James Sweeney were 

driving a horse-drawn wagon on the narrow space between the double tracks.  When the trolley ap-

proached, the motorman, George Bennett, rang a warning bell repeatedly.  The horses jumped and 

threw the men under the wheels, killing them instantly.  While Chandler was a bachelor, Sweeney left a 

widow and seven children.  RG & GS 

Monmouth County Archives 

 

Atlantic Coast Electric Railroad – Asbury Park, New Jersey, 1897 [stock certificate].  http://

scripophily.net/atcoelranewj.html  [Cites “Manual of Statistics,” 1904.] 

 

Certificate of Incorporation, The Atlantic Coast Electric Railway Company, December 1, 1905 Mon-

mouth County Archives, Incorporation Book E, pp. 218-219. 

 

Eid, Joseph. Trolleys in the Coast Cities. Brick, NJ: the Author, 1979. 

 

“Long Branch Trolley 206, Florence Ave,” postcard, early 1900s, Monmouth County Archives, 2008-

07-051. 

 

“Two Trolley Victims; A Fatal Accident at Long Branch,” Red Bank Register, July 15, 1896, p. 1. 

 

 

First Trolley in Fair Haven, 1907 

 

The first Monmouth County Electric Company trolley left Red Bank January 1, 1907 around 1:30 PM 

with Superintendent John Gaul and officials on board.  After two stops due to accumulated mud on the 

tracks, they were greeted by about 100 onlookers in Fair Haven.  The return trip of twelve minutes 

stopped twice for passengers.  The path between the tracks was later paved. "Switches" or small side-

tracks were along the route to permit opposite running cars on the single-track line.  On view is a real 

photo postcard depicting the first trolley arrival in Fair Haven.  RG 

Ken Rosen 

 

"Trolley to Fair Haven," Red Bank Register, January 2, 1907, p. 9.  

http://scripophily.net/atcoelranewj.html
http://scripophily.net/atcoelranewj.html
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