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New Jersey in Focus: The World War I Era, 1910-1920 
 
About one hundred years ago, during the 1910-1920 decade in America, the economy 
boomed and the Gross National Product more than doubled.  Ten million Americans 
bought automobiles, most for the first time.  Ford’s Model T, produced with then 
revolutionary assembly line methods, transformed family life for owners.  Such 
personal “machines” led to paved roads and the first traffic light, reduced the need for 
blacksmiths and horses, increased the demand for auto mechanics and gas stations, and, 
when not caught up in traffic jams, sped up daily life.  Some owners braved dirt roads 
to drive to the Jersey Shore, where thousands thronged to see the annual Baby Parade in 
Asbury Park. While roads at the start of the decade were barely adequate for travel in 
the emerging auto boom, New Jersey became a leader in the advocacy and construction 
of improved thoroughfares.  Better road and rail transportation facilitated both 
industrial and agricultural production, bringing such new products as commercially 
grown blueberries from Whitesbog, New Jersey, to urban dwellers.  In the air, history 
was made in 1912, when the first flight to deliver mail between two government post 
offices landed in South Amboy.   
 
Changes in technology also impacted recreation: predating Hollywood, the silent movie 
industry in Fort Lee revolutionized entertainment; films featuring Theda Bara and other 
stars were sent to delight audiences around the world.  Although not everyone 
participated in the prosperity, high employment and large construction projects like 
Grand Central Station, which opened in 1913, gave many citizens a sense that America 
was making progress. Technological innovation seemed to be bringing on the good life.  
The growing industrial economy in the North helped fuel the Great Migration from the 
South of about 500,000 African Americans.  Many, including future WWI casualty 
Thomas Weedon of Virginia, relocated to New Jersey: from 1910 to 1920, the black 
populations of Newark and Trenton nearly doubled.  
 
Nevertheless, there were signs of trouble and impending change during the decade that 
has been characterized as “The End of Innocence.” Walter Weyl wrote in The New 
Democracy in 1912, “America is in a period of clamor, of bewilderment, of an almost 
tremulous unrest.”  That year, in a very disturbing event that directly impacted some 
New Jersey residents, 1,514 of 2,224 passengers and crew perished when the Titanic, a 
seemingly invincible emblem of modern technology, sank after hitting an iceberg.   
 
While some entrepreneurs like Titanic victim Isador Straus were fabulously wealthy 
and summered in huge “cottages” at the Jersey Shore, many in the labor force, 
including children, worked very long hours for low pay.  Labor, encouraged by the 
International Workers of the World, challenged management with general strikes, as in 
the Paterson silk industry in 1913.  That strike coincided with New York’s Armory 
Show that bewildered Americans with innovative art like Pablo Picasso’s Cubist 
painting, Woman with Mustard Pot (1910).  
 
Widespread discrimination against ethnic, religious, and racial groups remained 
commonplace although not always accepted: in 1911, black photographer A.T. Moore 



 

 

of New Brunswick sued a theater that refused him and his wife orchestra seating based 
on their race.  Nevertheless, segregation continued in New Jersey theaters for decades. 
New Jersey was divided, often on religious and ethnic lines, about the temperance 
movement’s proposal to ban the sale of alcohol.  Prohibition activists celebrated with 
the passage of the Eighteenth Amendment in 1919; it would be repealed in 1933. On 
another controversial issue, some New Jersey women, including Alison Turnbull 
Hopkins from Morristown, picketed the White House for the right to vote.   Activist 
Alice Paul, a native of Moorestown, drew attention to the cause by a hunger strike after 
her arrest.  Forty-one years after it was introduced in Congress, the Nineteenth 
Amendment granting women suffrage was finally ratified on August 18, 1920.   
 
To most Americans in 1914, the United States did not need to get involved in the 
seemingly senseless European War that began in August, although many sympathized 
with one side or the other.  Public opinion began to sway towards the Allies after the 
Kaiser’s U-boats began sinking American merchant ships, and moved further pro-war 
with the torpedoing of the passenger liner Lusitania in May 1915; 120 American lives 
were lost, including some from New Jersey, among nearly 1,200 casualties.  The 
following year, President Woodrow Wilson ran for re-election with the slogan, “He 
Kept Us Out of War.”   
 
But following a hiatus, the Germans resumed unrestricted submarine warfare in January 
1917, threatening U.S. exports to Britain and France, which despite American support 
were not winning the conflict.  After three American merchant ships were sunk in 
March, the U.S. declared war in April.  Then Wilson’s slogan became, “Make the 
World Safe for Democracy.”  The U.S. mobilized more than four million troops, using 
the new “objective” multiple choice “alpha” test to select officer candidates. The 
“alpha” was the precursor to the S.A.T. developed after the war in Princeton for college 
admissions. 
 
As in previous wars, New Jersey played a significant role during what was then often 
called the Great War or the World War.  Almost 70,000 New Jersey men, including 
many African Americans, were inducted into military service.  Large military camps 
were established, including Fort Dix and the facility, initially called Camp Little Silver, 
then Camp Alfred Vail, which became Fort Monmouth.  Most of the approximately one 
million American servicemen who landed in Europe debarked from Hoboken, many of 
them wearing uniforms sewn in Red Bank and carrying shells loaded in the Morgan 
section of Sayreville.   
 
By the time of the Armistice on November 11, 1918, the U.S. had suffered 116,708 
military deaths, of which 53,402 were in combat or missing in action.  Most of the 
remaining fatalities were from the dreadful flu, which strangely threatened the lives of 
young adults more than children or seniors. Troops brought home the disease: the 
Influenza Pandemic spread from a soldier who had returned from Europe to Fort Dix, 
causing about 675,000 deaths in the U.S., including more than 4,300 in New Jersey. 
 
At the decade’s end, New Jersey could look back with pride on the role it had played in 
winning the war.  Although the termination of the war economy caused a temporary 



 

 

slump, prosperity returned in the Twenties during a period of low inflation.   The 
political instability in Europe, especially the Russian Revolution in 1917, only 
temporarily alarmed many Americans.  After a series of bombs were set off around the 
country by anarchists, paranoia about “Reds” fueled the deportation of alien radicals in 
1919 and 1920.   
 
But young Americans were much more interested in a social than a political revolution.  
The postwar generation, blaming the old order on the estimated 17 million deaths in 
World War I, rejected their parents’ Victorian values.  They expressed themselves 
through provocative attire, fast cars, jazz, and going to speakeasies to drink illegal 
booze.  Many in New Jersey benefited directly or indirectly from the illegal importation 
and manufacture of bootleg liquor after Prohibition went into effect on January 17, 
1920.  The optimistic Jazz Age, also known as the Roaring Twenties, would end with 
the Wall Street Crash of October 1929, beginning The Great Depression era. 
 
Organized by the Monmouth County Archives, this exhibit draws on the holdings of the 
Archives, other repositories, and personal collections.  It features aspects of the pivotal 
1910-1920 decade with an emphasis on New Jersey.  Monmouth County is well 
represented but other portions of the state also appear.  The first half of the exhibit 
consists of items related to New Jersey’s economic, social, and political history. It 
provides insights into innovations in transportation and agriculture, the attractions of 
the Jersey Shore, and the women’s suffrage movement, along with more challenging 
issues such as child labor, race relations, extremes of wealth and poverty, and the 
spiraling cost of living.  (Among topics not covered is the Temperance campaign, 
addressed in our 2013 exhibit on Prohibition.)  Also included are several items related 
to Woodrow Wilson, as New Jersey Governor and U.S. President, and events of 
national importance that relate to New Jersey, including the Titanic and Lusitania 
incidents, and the silent film industry in Fort Lee. 
 
The second half of the exhibit, with a few exceptions, focuses on New Jersey during 
World War I.    Here are selected documents and photographs about mobilization and 
demobilization; individual soldiers, especially Pete Ainsworth, Warren Tomlinson, and 
Thomas Weedon; the training of military units; the manufacturing of uniforms and 
military camps in Monmouth County; the destructive Black Tom and Morgan 
explosions; and, on a lighter note, music enjoyed by the troops.  The exhibit concludes  
with several items relating to the postwar period and which continue to resonate today: 
the deadly Influenza Pandemic of 1918-1920; the Red Scare and Palmer Raids of 1919-
1920, which sparked the continuing debate about national security vs. individual rights; 
the treatment of veterans; and commemorative monuments established to prolong the 
memory of those who served in the war, especially those who gave their lives in their 
country’s service. 
  
Ten World War I posters, facsimiles from the holdings of the Monmouth County 
Historical Association, are displayed in the exhibit.  These posters were used to foster 
patriotism and financial support for the war effort. 
 



 

 

The month-long exhibit opened at the Monmouth County Library Headquarters in 
Manalapan on October 1, 2015.  After its October 2015 display in the library’s gallery, 
this exhibit will be hung in the hallway near the Archives on the lower level of the 
library until Summer 2016.  This catalog documents the display in the library’s gallery 
with digital reproductions of documents and photographs from more than a dozen 
collaborating institutions and individual collectors.   
 
For the month of October only, a related 1910-1920 Era exhibit, not limited to New 
Jersey, was organized for the library’s lobby.  From the collection of Leslie Kumar, 
exhibit cases feature original period artifacts, including but not limited to newspapers, 
photographs, music, and militaria.  The reproductions of World War I news 
photographs on the curved wall in the lobby are from a large volume containing issues 
of The New York Times Mid-Week Pictorial War Extra in the personal library of Brian 
Foulkes. The lobby exhibit is not documented in this catalog.   
 
Individuals who gave permission and/or provided items used in this exhibit, including 
from institutional collections with which they are affiliated, included: 
 

 Kimberly Adams, New Brunswick Public Library 
 Joan Adler, Straus Historical Society 
 Joseph G. Bilby, National Guard Militia Museum and personal collection 
 Tom Burke, personal collection 
 Ronald Becker, Rutgers University Special Collections & University Archives 
 Joyce Fenwick, personal collection 
 Brian Foulkes, personal collection (lobby exhibit) 
 Randall Gabrielan, personal collection 
 Leslie Kumar (lobby exhibit) 
 Kevin Marshall, personal collection  
 Elizabeth McDermott, Red Bank Public Library 
 Tom Meyers, Fort Lee Film Commission 
 Joanne Nestor, New Jersey State Archives, Department of State 
 Shea Oakley, Aviation Hall of Fame of New Jersey 
 Laura Poll, Monmouth County Historical Association 
 Gary D. Saretzky, Monmouth County Archives and personal collection 
 Karen L. Schnitzspahn, Little Silver, personal collection 
 Melissa Ziobro, Monmouth University (U.S. Army Photos) 
 

Among the above, Joe Bilby and Randall Gabrielan in particular provided the curator 
with invaluable guidance and ideas which helped shape the exhibit as a whole and the 
content of the captions.  Items in the exhibit also were drawn from the following 
government agencies: 
 
Library of Congress 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Southampton City Council, UK 
Straus Historical Society 



 

 

United States Army 
 
In addition to the individuals mentioned above, the following professional colleagues 
generously extended assistance during the exhibit’s development: Alex Magoun, IEEE 
Archives, who shared his expertise on the RCA Victrola;  Elsalyn Palmisano, the donor 
to the Monmouth County Archives of the brochure featuring Alice Paul used in the 
exhibit; Amy Schapiro, biographer of Millicent Fenwick,  whose mother Mary Picton 
Stevens Hammond was a casualty of  the Lusitania; Bonnie Sauer, National Archives 
and Records Administration; Nicholas Ciotola, New Jersey State Museum, the state’s 
expert on Lewis Hine photographs taken in New Jersey; Kris Myers, Alice Paul 
Institute; Tom Ankner, Newark Public Library, who provided leads regarding the 
Influenza Pandemic in Newark; and Jim Orr, The Henry Ford Research Center.  
 
Within Monmouth County government, County Clerk M. Claire French approved the 
theme for this exhibit before she was ably succeeded by Christine Giordano Hanlon, 
Esq., who continued to provide encouragement and support, along with Deputy Clerk 
Felicia Santaniello.  George Joynson and Mary Hussey of the Monmouth County 
Archives researched and wrote several of the captions.  Matting and framing were 
performed by Eugene Osovitz, Monmouth County Archives.  Joya Anderson, 
Monmouth County Archives, assisted with catalog layout and printed most of the 
digital images, with larger ones produced by Val Pasko, Art & Display Department, 
Monmouth County Library, and Aaron Townsend, Public Information & Tourism. Val 
Pasko also was responsible for most of the exhibit installation.  Shelagh Reilly of the 
Archives staff coordinated Archives Week events that enabled more visitors to see the 
exhibit.  Laura Kirkpatrick, Director, Public Information & Tourism, and her staff, 
including graphic artist Aaron Townsend, cover designer, and Mike Purdy, Print Shop, 
facilitated catalog production after proofreading by Patrick Caiazzo and others of the 
Monmouth County Archives.  Laura Kirkpatrick and Donna Mansfield, Programming 
Coordinator, Monmouth County Library, also helped publicize the exhibit and related 
Archives Week programs. 
 
Among others who spread the news about Archives Week and the exhibit, credit is also 
deserved particularly by Linda Barth, Editor, League News, League of Historical 
Societies of New Jersey; Judy Bretzger, Editor, The Monmouth Connection, Monmouth 
County Genealogy Society; Sarah Hull, Editor, The Chronicle, NJLA History & 
Preservation Section Newsletter;  Deb Schiff, Chair, NJLA History & Preservation 
Section;  Laura Poll, Chair, New Jersey Caucus, MARAC; and Michael P. Martin, 
Editor, Mid-Atlantic Archivist, MARAC.  
 
Credits for the captions and the owners are provided at the end of the captions.  Caption 
writers are identified by initials: 
 
AM Alex Magoun 
GS Gary D. Saretzky 
GJ George Joynson 
JB Joseph G. Bilby 

MH Mary Hussey 
MZ Melissa Ziobro 
RG Randall Gabrielan 
TM Tom Meyers 

 
Gary D. Saretzky 



 

 

 
 

 
Broad Street, Red Bank, circa 1915



 

 

 
 

Ford Model T Revolutionizes Transportation 
 
Although expensive automobiles were constructed by hand in the late 19th century, 
Henry Ford brought mass-produced, cheap, and reliable cars to the masses in the 
20th.  Ford made “the car a symbol of individual empowerment and social 
responsibility rather than one of wealthy high-handedness.”  By 1913, using then 
revolutionary mass production methods, 12,000 workers at Ford’s huge Highland 
Park Factory in Detroit churned out 1,000 Model T’s in a nine-hour shift.  Ford had 
competition: two-thirds of the growing national fleet of automobiles were made by 
other manufacturers.  The advent of automobiles led to the paving of roads and, in 
1913, the first designated interstate, the Lincoln Highway, which began in the East 
at Times Square, extended through New Jersey mostly along what is now Rt. 27, 
and continued to San Francisco.  On view is a Model T on the cover of the 1910 
Ford catalog and a view by Charles Foxwell of Red Bank showing three forms of 
transportation coexisting in the 1910s: automobile, horse, and bicycle.  GS (catalog, 
Collections of The Henry Ford; photo, Foxwell Collection, courtesy Randall 
Gabrielan). 
 
Emmerson, Charles.  1913: In Search of the World Before the Great War.  New 
York: Public Affairs, 2013. 
 
1910 Ford Motor Company Sales Catalog, “Ford Motor Cars,” Detroit: Peninsular 
Press, [1910].  Benson Ford Research Center Collections, From the Collections of 
The Henry Ford.  Object ID 64.167.175.32.  
http://collections.thehenryford.org/Collection.aspx?start=40&keywords=Ford+Mod
el+T 
 
Foxwell, Charles.  Lantern slide of Broad Street, Red Bank.  Charles Foxwell 
Lantern Slide Collection, Monmouth County Archives, on loan from Randall 
Gabrielan. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Players Boat Club, July 4, 1910



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Players Boat Club, Fair Haven 
 
Vaudeville actors found 1890s Fair Haven a comfortable locale for the summer 
recreation they craved after a long season of performing on tour.  The area’s relaxed 
atmosphere, which possessed neither the commercialism of Red Bank nor the 
elevated demographics  of Rumson, suited their casual lifestyle.  In 1910, they 
founded the Players Boat Club on the Navesink River, a leisure facility with 
membership limited to actors or those in the performing arts industry. The group 
became an important part of the social and public fabric of the town, factors which 
contributed to the town’s incorporation and borough status in 1912.  The Club’s first 
two homes were former houseboats moved here to serve as club headquarters. 
Unidentified members are pictured on opening day, July 4, 1910. The Club built a 
permanent structure as their third home in 1929 after destruction of its predecessor in 
a storm. As the number of performer members waned, non-acting individuals were 
admitted, initially as non-voting “lay members.” In time, the newcomers attained 
“regular” status and changed the name of the organization to the Shrewsbury River 
Yacht Club which remains active as a leader in recreational boating.  RG (Randall 
Gabrielan) 
 
“Clubhouse is Opened,” Red Bank Register, July 10, 1929. 
 
Gabrielan, Randall, 100 Years on the Navesink.  The Shrewsbury River Yacht Club: A 
History. Fair Haven, NJ: Shrewsbury River Yacht Club, 2010. 
 
“A Theatrical Colony,” Red Bank Register, August 30, 1905. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Ocean Park and Casino, Long Branch 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Ocean Park and Casino, Long Branch 
 
Long Branch was in a major slump in the early years of the 20th century. While a 
new annual horse show was a fine replacement for the end of racing, the cessation 
of gambling in 1905 ended patronage by high-rollers. With declining investment by 
hotel owners, the quality of the city’s lodgings deteriorated.  Ocean Park and a new 
casino were planned to reinvigorate the recreation industry.  Opening in 1907 on the 
site of the former Ocean Hotel, the facility consisted of a new pier, amusement 
rides, and an entertainment pavilion. The pier became the most beloved and 
enduring part of the complex.  It expanded both in size and features until its 
destruction by fire on June 8, 1987. Designed as a two-story structure, only the 
open-air floor was built.  Hopes for docking steamships didn’t materialize, as the 
era of ocean landings at the Branch was over. Today, Long Branch’s recreational 
attractions are primarily its fine beach, a hotel, and shopping.  RG (Randall 
Gabrielan) 
 
Gabrielan, Randall, Long Branch – Reinventing a Resort.  Atglen, PA: Schiffer 
Publishers, 2009. 
 



 

 

 
Glass boys, night shift, Bridgeton, November 1909 by Lewis W. Hine 

 

 Pinboys, Trenton, December 20, 1909, by Lewis W. Hine



 

 

 
 

Child Labor, Night Workers by Lewis W. Hine 
 
The National Child Labor Committee, chartered by an act of Congress in 1904, 
campaigned to end child labor except in their family-owned farms and businesses.  At 
the time, many children were working for low wages in coal mines, factories, and 
other dangerous workplaces instead of attending school.  In 1908, to publicize the 
problem, the NCLC hired Lewis W. Hine (1874-1940), a photographer and educator 
at the Ethical Culture School in New York. A pioneer in documentary photography, 
Hine photographed throughout the eastern U.S. and wrote illustrated articles for 
magazines.  On exhibit here are Hine’s photographs of pinboys taken late at night in 
Trenton and night-shift glassworkers in Bridgeton.  Most types of child labor were 
terminated by the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938. GS (Library of Congress.) 
 
Curtis, Verna Posever and Stanley Mallach. Photography and Reform: Lewis Hine & 
the National Child Labor Committee. Milwaukee: Milwaukee Art Museum, 1984. 
 
Gutman, Judith Mara. Lewis Hine and the American Social Conscience.  NY: 
Walker, 1967. 
 
Hine, Lewis W.  Boys, Arcade Bowling Alley, Trenton, late at night, December 20, 
1909. Library of Congress, LOT 7480, v. 1, no. 1042 [P&P]. 
 
Hine, Lewis W.  Two of the boys on night shift in the More-Jonas [Jones?] Glass Co., 
Bridgeton, N.J., November 1909. Library of Congress, Lot 7478, no. 0974 [P&P] LC-
HS-974. 
 
National Child Labor Committee, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Child_Labor_Committee 
 
 
 



 

 

  
Millie Carnaro 10 years old, with mother, 1910 by Lewis W. Hine 

 

  
Rose Biodo, 10 years old, 1910, by Lewis W. Hine



 

 

 
 

Child Farm Workers, Whitesbog, 1910 by Lewis W. Hine 
 

Originally called White’s bog, Whitesbog in Burlington County developed as a 
major producer of cranberries and blueberries, the latter developed by Elizabeth 
Coleman White on her father Joseph J. White’s vast properties.  By 1910, when 
Lewis W. Hine took these photos for the National Child Labor Committee (NCLC), 
picking was done in September and October by the wives and children of Italian 
immigrants from South Philadelphia.  Although children were not wage earners, 
they helped their mothers in the fields, like 10-year-old Millie Carnaro, pictured in 
her sixth year of picking, and 10 year-old Rose Biodo, carrying berries, working for 
her third summer.  Both shots were taken on September 28, 1910, when the NCLC 
argued they should have been in a schoolroom.  In response, Miss White testified 
that the children enjoyed the clear air of the pinelands and, while she admitted that 
they missed two months of class, she set up informal educational programs for 
them.  Cranberry picking no longer was done by hand after 1915 but Italian families 
continue to come annually for the blueberry harvest.  GS (Library of Congress) 
 
Hine, Lewis W. Rose Biodo, 1216 Annan St., Philadelphia.  10 years old.  Working 
3 summers.  Minds baby and carries berries, two pecks at a time.  Whites Bog, 
Brown Mills, N.J.  This is the fourth week of school and the people here expect to 
remain two weeks more.  Sept. 28, 1910.  Library of Congress, Lot 7475, v. 1, no. 
1123 [P&P] LC-H51-1123. 
 
Hine, Lewis W. Millie Cornaro, Philadelphia.  10 years old.  Been picking 
cranberries for 6 years.  White’s Bog, Brown Mills, N.J.  Sept. 28, 1910.  Library of 
Congress, Lot 7475, v. 1, no. 1116 [P&P]. 
 
Knackmuhs, Ginny.  “The Blueberry:  Born & Bred in NJ,” 
GardenStateLegacy.com, Issue 5, September 2009. 



 

 

  
 

  
 

  
Straus family, Sunnyside cottage in Elberon, and building contract, Monmouth County Archives



 

 

 
RMS Titanic Victims: Isidor and Ida Straus 

 
Isidor Straus (1845-1912) was a wealthy German immigrant who co-owned Macy’s 
Department Store with his brother Nathan. Isidor married Rosalie Ida Blun (1849-
1912) and had seven children.  In 1900, Straus purchased a 250’x750’ lot on the 
east side of Ocean Avenue in Elberon. He hired Janes & Leo Architects to design 
the family’s summer residence which they called “Sunnyside.” The Ocean Grove 
Times dubbed it the “Handsomest Cottage on the Coast.” On view is a photo of the 
Straus family, a view of the cottage, and the cover of the building contract that 
contains detailed specifications for Sunnyside Cottage.  After a vacation in France, 
Isidor and Ida Straus boarded the RMS Titanic. On April 15, 1912, the world’s 
largest passenger ship hit an iceberg and sank with them on board.  According to a 
friend and survivor, Ida would not get into the lifeboat without her husband and 
Isidor would not get into the lifeboat ahead of other women and children. Ida is 
reported to have said, “I will not be separated from my husband. As we have lived, 
so will we die together.” GJ (Monmouth County Archives & Straus Historical 
Society) 
 
Monmouth County Archives, Deeds, Deed Book 635, p. 481, December 8, 1900. 
 
Monmouth County Archives, Building Contracts, Box 25, Elberon, 1877-1901. 
 
“Handsomest Cottage on the Coast,” Ocean Grove Times, December 8, 1900, p. 1, 
column 2. 
 
“Isidor Straus” (bust portrait facing left) 
Reproduction Number: LC-USZ62-54251, digital file from original negative, 
February 6, 1906, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Online 
Catalog, Washington DC 20540 USA. www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006677848/ 
 
“RMS Titanic” (sailing in the ocean)  
Reproduction Number: LC-USZ62-116091, b/w film copy negative, 1912, Library 
of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Online Catalog, Washington DC 
20540 USA. 
www.loc.gov/pictures/item/96503908/ 
 
“Sunnyside Cottage” and “Straus Family at Sunnyside” photographs, Straus 
Historical Society, 178 Oakside Drive, Smithtown, NY 11787, September 1905. 
www.straushistoricalsociety.org/ 
 
 



 

 

  
 

 
 

  
Charles Joughin, Chief Baker on the Titanic, and postcards



 

 

 
RMS Titanic Survivor: Chief Baker Charles Joughin  

 
Charles Joughin (1878-1956) was born in Birkenhead, England. Joughin was employed 
as the Chief Baker aboard the RMS Titanic when the ship hit an iceberg the night of 
April 14, 1912. Joughin and his crew of 13 bakers supplied baked goods for the 2,223 
people aboard the ship, including passengers and crew. Throughout his life Joughin 
admitted he enjoyed drinking Scotch whiskey.  Joughin was off duty when the ship hit 
the iceberg, but continued to drink and keep his cool.  He was assigned as captain of 
Lifeboat No. 10 but refused to get in as it already had two able crewmen aboard. Joughin 
ordered his staff to put four loaves of bread in every lifeboat.  He threw chairs overboard 
as flotation devices to help others that had already fallen overboard. In the final moments 
as the ship went down, Joughin climbed over the stern rail and stepped into the icy 
Atlantic without as much as getting his hair wet.  In a letter to Walter Lord, author of A 
Night to Remember, Joughin wrote that he “had expected some kind of suction but felt 
none.” Joughin swam to an overturned lifeboat but it was too crowded to climb aboard.  
He hung onto the side until another boat pulled him out of the sea.  Joughin claimed that 
the alcohol in his blood kept him warm but that claim is scientifically debated. 
 
Joughin is the great grand uncle of Monmouth County Archives Research Assistant, 
George Joynson.  According to family lore, Joughin said the word aboard the ship was 
that the crew would be paid until the minute they left the ship, so he stayed on as long as 
possible.  He is portrayed by actor Liam Tuohy in the blockbuster movie “Titanic,” which 
presented events in accordance with much of Joughin’s testimony before Parliament.  
Joughin’s story has been described as heroic, delightful, and debatable.  GJ (Southampton 
City Council, UK) 
  
CR 10 Identity Card No. 842535, Charles Joughin, Chief Baker; Southampton Archives 
Services, UK  
 
Testimony of Charles Joughin, British Board of Trade, Titanic Board of Enquiry, 
Minutes of Evidence, May 10, 1912, pp.139-145.  
 
Titanic Universe, 803 Evelyn Avenue, Albany, CA 94706.  
www.titanicuniverse.com/titanic-survivor-charles-joughin/1349           
 



 

 

 

Ad, New Brunswick Home News, Apr. 23, 1909 

Photograph, Liberty Street Opera House, by Isaac Van Derveer, about 1910



 

 

 
New Brunswick Photographer Challenges Segregation at Theater 

 
Albert T. Moore, a native of Virginia, settled with his wife Nannie Bell in New 
Brunswick by 1903 and remained active as a photographer there for about ten years.  
Referred to as “the colored photographer” in newspaper articles, his Ideal Photo Co. 
offered portraits and processed film for amateurs, as seen in the ad in the exhibit.  In 
1911, the Moores were denied orchestra seating at the Liberty Street Opera House, 
seen here, on account of their race, and they were humiliated when white patrons 
laughed at them.  Moore brought suit under New Jersey’s Civil Rights Act of 1884 
which prohibited racial discrimination in public accommodations.  Although the 
final result is unknown, in a similar contemporary case, a black woman, Minerva 
Miller, was awarded $500 for being excluded from a Passaic theater.  Nevertheless, 
segregation in New Jersey theaters continued for decades.  Moore left New 
Brunswick to become the official photographer for the Emancipation Proclamation 
Exposition in Philadelphia, which opened in September 1913.  By 1940, he was a 
photographer in Wilmington, Delaware.  GS (New Brunswick Public Library) 
 
“Did Opera House Draw Color Line?” New Brunswick Daily Times, March 21, 
1912, p. 1. 
 
“Negress Gets $500 from Theatre Owner . . . Supreme Court Affirms Judgment – 
Suit of Local Colored Man Will be Tried at September Term. . . .,” New Brunswick 
Daily Times, July 24, 1912, p. 1. 
 
Vanderveer, Isaac, photographer.  “Liberty Street Opera House,” New Brunswick 
Public Library. 
 
 



 

 

 

Perth Amboy Mayor Fred Garretson (left) holds mail bag, with Oliver G. Simmons, pilot, 1912 



 

 

 
Pioneering Air Mail Flight, 1912, Piloted by Oliver G. Simmons 

 
On July 4, 1912, Oliver G. Simmons took off in a historic flight from Perth Amboy.  
Accompanied by Perth Amboy Mayor Fred Garretson, who held an 18-pound bag 
of mail between his knees, Simmons flew a Wright Model B biplane over Raritan 
Bay to South Amboy.  This marked the first air mail flight in the United States 
between two established post offices.  The aircraft was owned by publisher and 
aviation pioneer Robert Collier and based at his home in Wickatunk where he had 
New Jersey’s first private airstrip.  Earlier, Collier loaned the plane to the Signal 
Corps in Texas. In 1911, before working for Collier, Simmons, the Army’s first 
civilian airplane mechanic, maintained Collier’s Wright Model B while it was used 
for reconnaissance flights by Lt. Benjamin Foulois along the Mexican border.  
Foulois described Simmons as “the best aeronautical machinist in the U.S.”  
Awarded 32 patents in the machine tool field, Simmons was elected to the Aviation 
Hall of Fame of New Jersey in 1987.  U.S. airmail service was formally established 
in 1918, when the U.S. Post Office issued the first airmail stamps. GS (Aviation 
Hall of Fame of New Jersey) 
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Rest Hill, Wickatunk, home of Robert J. Collier



 

 

Aviator and Publisher Robert J. Collier, Rest Hill, Wickatunk, Marlboro 
 
Pioneers in publishing and aviation, the Colliers were also renowned for their country 
estate in a then rural area of Monmouth County. Peter F. Collier founded the Collier firm, 
which specialized in Catholic publications, but died before he could build an estate at 
Wickatunk, Marlboro Township. His son Robert J. Collier hired John Russell Pope, later 
famed for Washington, D.C. commissions that include the National Gallery and the 
Jefferson Memorial, along with many other country estates. Pope designed the Colonial 
Revival “Rest Hill” for Collier, an aviation enthusiast.  (On view is a page from the 
building contract in the Monmouth County Archives.) Collier added a flying field and 
attracted noted early flyers to the site including the pictured Thomas O.M. Sopwith from 
England and Oliver J. Simmons. He donated a massive trophy, later renamed for him, to 
the Aero Club of America. It became aviation’s most distinguished award and is on 
permanent display at the National Air and Space Museum.  In 1984, Collier (1876-1918) 
was elected to the Aviation Hall of Fame of New Jersey.   
 
The Colliers were always close to Catholic causes. After Robert’s untimely death, his 
widow Sarah maintained the place for only a few years prior to giving “Rest Hill” to the 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd. This community of nuns moved there in 1927 and admitted 
their first group of children for an on-going educational facility that ministers to those 
with special needs. The Colliers’ gravesites are nearby at a spot of contemplation and 
beauty. RG (Randall Gabrielan) 
 
Collier, Robert J., applicant, Building Contract, Marlboro, 1910.  Monmouth County Archives. 
 
Gabrielan, Randall, Marlboro Township, Images of America.  Charleston, SC: Arcadia 
Publishers, 1999. 
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Building contract signed by Robert J. Collier, Monmouth County Archives 



 

 

 

Woodrow Wilson and family, Sea Girt, 1912 



 

 

 
 

 
 

New Jersey Governor Woodrow Wilson and Family, 1912 
 

Woodrow Wilson and his wife and daughters pose at the governor’s “summer 
cottage” in Sea Girt, Summer 1912.  Left to right are Miss Margaret Wilson, Mrs. 
Ellen Wilson, Miss Eleanor Wilson, Miss Jessie Wilson, and Governor Wilson. 
Mrs. Wilson died in 1914 and President Wilson subsequently married Edith Bolling 
Galt in Washington.  Thomas Woodrow Wilson (he dropped the first name) was 
born in Virginia on December 28, 1856, graduated from Princeton University in 
1879, and received his Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins in 1886. After teaching at several 
colleges, Wilson joined the Princeton faculty in 1890 and was appointed university 
president in 1902.  He was selected by New Jersey’s Democratic Party leaders as 
their candidate for governor in 1910 and won the election by an overwhelming 
majority.  Wilson subsequently governed as a progressive reformer, gaining 
national attention that led to his election as U.S. President in 1912.  JB (Joseph 
Bilby) 

 
Stellhorn, Paul A. and Michael J. Birkner. The Governors of New Jersey: 1664-
1974. Trenton: New Jersey Historical Commission, 1982. 

 



 

 

  
Woodrow Wilson at Monmouth County Fair, 1912 

 

 



 

 

Drynoch Farm, the Dairy of Melvin A. Rice, Middletown 
 
Sanitary practices were not routinely followed by commercial dairies in the early 20th 
century, while the movement to adopt them was often led by country gentlemen farmers 
such as Melvin A. Rice at his Drynoch Farm in the Leonardo section of Middletown 
Township. Purity of his product was maintained by separating the milking area from the 
living quarters of the cows, the dairy’s construction which included use of concrete floors 
to facilitate washing, and minimal materials to which dirt or dust could adhere, such as 
wood. His farm was described in a lengthy article in the November 11, 1911, number of 
the American Agriculturalist, which noted he had stalls for forty cows, principally Brown 
Swiss that he favored for their productivity. The farm sold directly to the public as 
evidenced by the 1918 dairy license. Its stamped bottles are sought by collectors. Rice, at 
the left, is pictured with Governor Woodrow Wilson at the 1912 Monmouth County Fair, 
along with J. Amory Haskell.   
 
The dairy was a key structure in a “farm group” that noted architects regularly designed 
in the first third of the 20th century. One of the most elaborate in the east, the work of 
Alfred Hopkins for Herbert N. Straus, stands on the south side of Cooper Road in 
Middletown; it is now in residential use.  J. Amory Haskell’s large “Oak Hill Farm” dairy 
barn remains on the north side of Cooper Road. Finding a period structure in continued 
dairy use is likely impossible, as the era of country estates passed long-ago.  RG (photos, 
Randall Gabrielan; bottler license, Monmouth County Archives) 
 
Drynoch Farms (L.B. Morris, Melvin A. Rice). Atlantic Highlands, 1918.  Bottler 
Licenses, Monmouth County Archives. 
 
“Evolution of a Farm…,”Red Bank Register), May 10, 1911. (Haskell's Oak Hill Farm.) 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Milk bottler license, 1918, for Melvin A. Rice, Monmouth County Archives 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Jersey Governor Woodrow Wilson with Democratic politicians, Sea Girt, 1912



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Woodrow Wilson and Democratic Politicians, Sea Girt 
 

Governor Wilson at Sea Girt, July 4, 1912, sits at center with members of the 
Democratic National Committee who came to New Jersey to congratulate him on 
receiving the party’s nomination as its candidate for the presidency.  A note on the 
back of the photograph states that the others seated with Wilson are J. B. Sanford, 
P. L. Hall, John E. Osborne, Norman E. Mack of New York, Clifford Saulsbury of 
Delaware, and Joseph E. Davies of Wisconsin.  In the 1912 presidential election, 
Wilson, campaigning as a reformer, defeated Republican candidate President 
William H. Taft and former president Theodore Roosevelt, who ran on the 
Progressive or “Bull Moose” ticket.  Seeking reelection in 1916, Wilson established 
his headquarters at the Shadow Lawn estate in West Long Branch, with offices in 
Asbury Park. World War I had begun in Europe in August 1914, and Wilson ran on 
the slogan, “He kept us out of war.”  Germany’s resumption of unrestricted 
submarine warfare in 1917, however, was a major factor in the American 
declaration of war against Germany, signed by Wilson on April 6, 1917. JB (Joseph 
Bilby Collection) 
 
Stellhorn, Paul A. and Michael J. Birkner. The Governors of New Jersey: 1664-
1974. Trenton: New Jersey Historical Commission, 1982. 
 

 



 

 

 

International Workers of the World meet the Paterson strikers. Speaker on balcony of Pietro Botto’s house,  
Haledon, May 1913 



 

 

 
 

The Paterson Silk Strike of 1913 
 
In January 1913, threatened by job losses, skilled broad-silk weavers at the Doherty 
Silk Mill in Paterson refused management’s request to manage four looms instead 
of two.  The strike spread city-wide to ribbon-silk and other workers, including 
children as young as nine, who wanted better working conditions; instead of 55 
hours per week, the employees wanted 8-hour days.  24,000 workers struck, 1,850 
were arrested, and many were clubbed and blacklisted.  As seen in the photo on 
display, in nearby Haledon at the house of weaver Pietro Botto (now the American 
Labor Museum), 20,000 or more attended rallies led by the International Workers of 
the World (IWW).  IWW leaders “Big Bill” Haywood and Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 
urged workers from different immigrant, gender, and racial groups to unite. Birth 
control advocate Margaret Sanger helped Flynn arrange for hundreds of strikers’ 
children to be cared for by families in Elizabeth and New York. Although the 
workers got a partial victory by retaining the two-loom system, the strike failed 
after five months, largely because the owners could transfer orders to their 
Pennsylvania factories.  Through the threat of more job actions, the workers finally 
got the 8-hour day in 1919.  GS (Paterson Museum) 
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Shadow Lawn, West Long Branch, circa 1920 

 
 

DeMarco shack (left), Forsythe’s Bog, Turkeytown, near Pemberton, by Lewis W. Hine, September 1910



 

 

 
 
 
 

Rich and Poor: Shadow Lawn and DeMarco Shack 
 
Housing in New Jersey in the 1910s ranged from enormous mansions to crowded 
shanties of farm workers.  After purchasing the 52-room Shadow Lawn in 1909 for 
$200,000 from John A. McCall, Joseph Benedict Greenhut (1843-1918) added 
$400,000 in renovations.  Greenhut had owned the largest whiskey distillery in the 
world in Peoria, Illinois, before moving to New York and operating department 
stores.  The “Versailles of America,” Shadow Lawn served as Woodrow Wilson’s 
Summer White House in 1916.  The edifice was totally destroyed by fire in 1927 
and rebuilt in 1929.  Now on the campus of Monmouth University in West Long 
Branch, it is called Woodrow Wilson Hall. At the other end of the spectrum were 
these shacks for seasonal workers near Pemberton. The one on the left of the row 
was occupied by the DeMarco family, cranberry pickers from South Philadelphia.  
Ten family members shared one room, 10x11 feet, 5 ½ feet high.  Lewis Hine took 
the photo for the National Child Labor Committee in September 1910.  GS (Shadow 
Lawn, Joe Bilby; Hine, Library of Congress) 

 
Hine, Lewis.  Small shack on Forsythe’s Bog, occupied by De Marco family… 
Turkeytown, near Pemberton…. September 1910. Library of Congress. Lot 7475, v. 
1, no. 1143 [P&P] LC-H51-1143. 
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Ocean Grove Times, August 20, 1913



 

 

Erla Calame Wins Gold Cup at 1913 Asbury Park Baby Parade 
 

The Baby Parade was a huge event for decades. The Ocean Grove Times reported that 
“an immense concourse” witnessed the parade in August 1913 and that Erla Genevieve 
Calame, representing “Our First Valentine,” won the Grand Prize, a gold cup, besting 647 
other competitors.  Calame was born November 12, 1903, in South Orange.  Her father 
Charles was an accountant for Electric Power & Light.  Calame also won the Mayors’ 
Trophy in 1912 and the Grand Prize in 1915.  In 1923, she appeared in the Ziegfield 
Follies, backing up Helen Gates in a musical number, “Pep It Up.”  The photo of Calame 
was taken about that time by Elias Goldensky (1867-1943), a renowned Philadelphia 
portrait photographer.  Also on view is the cover of the program for the 1913 Children’s 
Carnival and Baby Parade and a photo from the 1914 parade probably featuring a 
portrayal of Theodore Roosevelt.  Erla Calame Birmingham died in South Orange in 
October 12, 1993, at the age of 89.  GS (Calame, GS; clipping, Ocean Grove Times; baby 
parade (2), Karen Schnitzspahn) 
 
“Asbury Park Baby Parade,” Ocean Grove Times, August 20, 1913.   
 
Children’s Carnival and Baby Parade, Asbury Park, N.J., May 27 to Sept. 4, 1913.  
[Cover of program.]  Courtesy of Karen Schnitzspahn. 
 
Saretzky, Gary D. “Elias Goldensky: Wizard of Photography,” Pennsylvania History 
64:2 (Spring 1997), available for download at http://dpubs.libraries.psu.edu.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erla Calame, circa 1923, by Elias Goldensky 



 

 

 
Rambo’s Hotel, Coytesville section of Fort Lee 

 

 
Theda Bara



 

 

 
Fort Lee: The Film Town in the Silent Era 

 
Thomas Edison’s Black Maria studio in West Orange produced the first movies in 1893. 
Movie making then developed in New York but by 1907, due to lack of space, film crews 
took the subway to 125th Street, crossed the Hudson via ferry, and trolleyed up to 
the Palisades. At Fort Lee, they would find space for an open back lot with a rural generic 
American Main Street; cliffs for action adventure films; and, for westerns, Rambo’s 
Hotel and open spaces in Coytesville, the sparsely populated northern section of town. 
Beginning in 1910, many studios were built in Fort Lee, including Universal (1912) and 
Fox (1915). The world’s first woman filmmaker, Alice Guy Blaché, built her Solax 
Studio there (1912) and wrote, produced, and directed hundreds of films.  Others who 
started in Fort Lee include Sam Goldwyn, Lewis Selznick, Mack Sennett, and pioneering 
African American director Oscar Micheaux.  Major studio production in Fort Lee ceased 
in 1925, as the locus of production shifted to Hollywood.  Photos on exhibit include an 
aerial of Universal’s second studio (1915) on Main Street, for a short period the largest 
indoor studio in the world.  Universal shot parts of 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (1916) 
there. Also on view: Rambo’s Hotel, saved from demolition in 2014, and Fox star Theda 
Bara during the filming of Carmen (1915). TM (Fort Lee Film Commission) 
 
Koszarski, Richard.  Fort Lee: The Film Town (1904-2004). Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 2005. 
 

 
Universal Studio, Fort Lee, 1915 



 

 

 
Mary Picton Stevens Hammond with daughters Millicent and Mary 

 

 
Lusitania docking in New York harbor, September 13, 1907



 

 

 
Lusitania Casualty Mary Hammond of Bernardsville 

 
Born in 1885, heiress Mary Picton Stevens Hammond is seen here with daughters 
Millicent and Mary, probably at the 47-room mansion she shared with businessman 
Ogden H. Hammond.  Descended from the entrepreneurial Stevens family of Hoboken, 
Mary’s grandfather Edwin left a bequest to establish the Stevens Institute of Technology.  
In 1915, ignoring a dire warning originating with the German Ambassador, Mary took 
the massive RMS Lusitania to help establish a Red Cross hospital in France.  Ogden 
wouldn’t let her go alone.  After the ship was torpedoed by a U-boat, the Hammonds 
boarded a lifeboat but instead of being lowered, it abruptly fell sixty feet into the icy 
water.  Mary was never seen again.  The Lusitania sank in just 18 minutes with nearly 
1,200 casualties, including 128 Americans, whose deaths helped shift U.S. public opinion 
against Germany.  Ogden survived, eventually remarried, and became U.S. Ambassador 
to Spain.  Daughter Millicent, who married Hugh Fenwick, had a distinguished political 
career, including four terms in Congress (1975-1983).  GS (Joyce Fenwick) 
 
Schapiro, Amy.  Millicent Fenwick: Her Way.  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University 
Press, 2003.  Photo on page 129 used courtesy of Joyce (Mrs. Hugh) Fenwick. 
 
 



 

 

 
 

   
1913 and 1919 ads, Red Bank Register



 

 

 
 
 
 

Guns and Butter: Inflation in World War I 
 
Inflation was a serious concern during the war, when prices for common items such as a 
dozen eggs or a sack of flour doubled in price, as seen by comparing the Red Bank 
Register advertisements for The Great Atlantic-Pacific Tea Company (A&P) in 1913 to 
that of Bray’s grocery store in 1919. When war broke out in Europe, demand for U.S. 
goods pushed prices higher.  Manufacturers’ profits rose and unemployment dropped 
from 7.9% in 1914 to 1.4% in 1918. But the average yearly inflation rate jumped from 
1% in 1914 and 1915, to 7.9% in 1916, then more than doubled to 17.4% in 1917 and 
18% in 1918.  The major cause of inflation was an increase in the money supply.  To 
finance the war effort, the Federal Reserve sold a huge amount of Liberty Bonds in return 
for government debt.  Rising prices eroded purchasing power, which resulted in a decline 
in savings.  After 1920, price indices were initially deflationary and averaged close to 
zero for the decade. GJ 
   
A&P advertisement, Red Bank Register, January 1, 1913, p.15. 
 
Average Annual Inflation by Decade, chart, http://inflationdata.com/articles/inflation-
consumer-price-index-decade-commentary/inflation-cpi-consumer-price-index-1913-
1919/ 
 
Average Annual Inflation by Decade, chart, http://inflationdata.com/articles/inflation-
consumer-price-index-decade-commentary/inflation-cpi-consumer-price-index-1920-
1929/ 
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Elizabeth Coleman White, date unknown 

 

 
Elizabeth Coleman White with Dr. Frederick Vernon Colvill, 1920 



 

 

Elizabeth Coleman White, Blueberry Pioneer 
 
In 1916, Elizabeth Coleman White (1871-1954), created the cultivated blueberry industry 
at Whitesbog, Burlington County.  Previously, only locals who knew the locations of 
wild bushes in the Pine Barrens enjoyed that summer treat.  White experimented for five 
years with various varieties until she developed viable strains.  From an original harvest 
of 600 quarts, today New Jersey produces over 60 million pounds of blueberries 
annually, grown on more than 8,000 acres of farms.  The first woman to receive a citation 
from the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, White established the New Jersey 
Blueberry Cooperative and was the first female member of the American Cranberry 
Association.  Responding to concerns of the National Child Labor Committee, she 
established day care/teaching facilities for farm workers’ children.  Her native plant and 
holly gardens still exist at Whitesbog Village, where her farm is open for tours and 
educational events. White is seen here in the field with Dr. Frederick Vernon Colville 
(1867-1937), a U.S. Department of Agriculture botanist, in a photo taken by prominent 
horticultural publisher J. Horace McFarland.  MH (White & Colville, New Jersey State 
Archives, Dept. of State; Rutgers Special Collections; color: Gary D. Saretzky) 
 
“Elizabeth Coleman White.” Photographer unknown. Rutgers Special Collections.  
Women's History Project, MC 833, Box 14, Folder 55. 
 
"Elizabeth White and Dr. Frederick Colville in fields, 1920."  J. Horace McFarland, 
photographer.  Courtesy, Whitesbog Preservation Trust.  Source: New Jersey State 
Archives, Department of State. 
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Legacy, Issue 5, September 2009. 
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Alice Paul 

Alison Turnbull Hopkins at the White House, 1917



 

 

 
Voting Rights for Women: New Jersey’s Activists 

 
The Women’s Suffrage Movement had its origins in the Antebellum Period, but made 
little progress before the second decade of the 20th century.  Early efforts concentrated on 
securing rights piecemeal in each individual state and territory.  When Alice Paul, a New 
Jersey Quaker, arrived in Washington, D.C., she changed the focus to demand change on 
a national scale, using the more militant methods she had learned during her time with 
British Suffragists in England.  One of these methods was to establish permanent 
picketers at the front gates of the White House.  Starting in January of 1917, women 
stood with elaborate banners beseeching President Woodrow Wilson to accede to their 
demands for equal rights.  Shown here on January 30, 1917, is Alison Turnbull Hopkins, 
a prominent suffragist from Morristown, taking her turn at the White House gate.  In 
return for these and other actions, the suffragists were regularly arrested and suffered 
severe hardship and abuse at the hands of their jailers.  Their sacrifice was rewarded with 
the passage of the 19th Amendment, giving women the right to vote, on June 4, 1919, and 
ratified a year later.  MH (Library of Congress and Monmouth County Archives) 
 
“Alice Paul,” photograph in “Women in History: Notable Women of Burlington County,” 
brochure, Elsalyn Palmisano Women’s History Collection, Box 4, Folder 52, Monmouth 
County Archives. 
 
Library of Congress.“Mrs. J.H.H. [Alison Turnbull] Hopkins of New Jersey, on the 
Woman's Party Picket Line.” 1917.  National Woman's Party Records, Group I, Container 
I: 160, Folder: Pickets, 1917.   Photograph published in The Suffragist, 5, no. 56 (Feb. 7, 
1917): 4. Caption reads: “New Jersey Day: Mrs. J.H.H. Hopkins heading the line.” 
Photograph illustration in story, “Fourth Week of the White House Guard.” 
 
Historical Overview of the National Woman’s Party 
http://www.loc.gov/collections/static/women-of-protest/images/history.pdf 
 
National Woman’s Party Tactics 
http://www.socialwelfarehistory.com/eras/national-womans-partys-tactics/ 
 
State Headquarters Bulletin, New Jersey Woman Suffrage Association, 1:1 (May 1917), 
photocopy, Elsalyn Palmisano Women’s History Collection, Box 4, Folder 47, 
Monmouth County Archives. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

From Horses to Automobiles 
 
The Allgor Blacksmith Shop was operated by William “Will” Allgor (far left in the 
photo), a well respected Eatontown businessman, and at least the third generation Allgor 
to operate at the same location on Broad St.  Blacksmiths needed to adapt to the times, as 
seen by the sign advertising “Gasoline” for sale.  Possibly, Harry A. Wilson stopped there 
for gas.  On August 4, 1919, his apparently irresistible Hudson Speedster valued at 
$1,600 ($21,708 in 2015 dollars) was stolen by Frank Kamrowsky of Asbury Park, as 
recorded in the Monmouth County Archives document on display.  Kamrowsky pleaded 
guilty to grand larceny, paid a $500 fine, and was placed on probation. The six-cylinder 
Speedster had set records for the transcontinental crossing, the Pike’s Peak Hill Climb, 
and the mile at Daytona Beach.  It was produced by The Hudson Motor Car Company of 
Detroit that lasted from 1909 until 1954, when it merged with Nash-Kelvinator.  Will 
Allgor was to be the last blacksmith in downtown Eatontown.  About 1960, the shop and 
adjacent house were razed and replaced by a bank.  KM & GS (photo, Kevin Marshall) 
 
Indictment for Grand Larceny, the State vs. Frank Kamrowsky, Monmouth Oyer and 
Terminer Court, May Term 1919, Monmouth County Archives. 
 
“Hudson Motor Car Company,” Wikipedia, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hudson_Motor_Car_Company 
 
 
“1921 Hudson Super Six Speedster, Lot 268, RM Auctions, October 7, 2011.” 
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 Woodward’s Farm, Tennent, 1920



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cowpeas, Woodward’s Farm, Tennent, 1920 
 

Western Monmouth County was very rural in the World War I era.  The child in this field 
is most likely Howard L. Woodward (1918-2005), son of Howard and Beulah 
Woodward, on his grandfather William H. Woodward’s farm. Since 1884, three 
generations of the Woodward family worked their 74-acre farm on Tennent Road in 
Manalapan. In 1920, most of the 2,445 farms covering 306,500 acres in Monmouth 
County were planted in corn or potatoes; cowpea farms were not that common. Cowpeas, 
also called black-eyed peas, were used mainly as a fodder crop for cows. Growing 
cowpeas was also another way to improve soil fertility. Farmers would turn under the 
green leafy plants in the fall to add humus and nitrogen back into the soil.  Nearby is the 
Old Tennent Church and Churchyard, where 17 members of the Woodward family are 
buried in the family plot.  The photo is from a lantern slide.  GJ (Monmouth County 
Archives) 
 
Cowpeas [Woodward Farm], 1920.  Lantern Slide. Rick Mitchell Collection, Monmouth 
County Archives.  
 
Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Fourteenth Census of the United States 
taken in the Year 1920, Vol. VI, Part 1, Agriculture, County Table I, Farm and Farm 
Property, and County Table IV, Value of All Crops and Acreage. 
 
Monmouth County Archives, Deedbook 1071, p. 402, Woodward William, to Woodward 
Howard R., January 14, 1919.  
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Monmouth County Freeholders Respond to U.S. Declaration of War 
 
On April 6, 1917, the United States declared war on Germany, responding to the U-Boat 
campaign that sank numerous American and other ships carrying supplies to England.  
On April 18, Captain Granville Sevier of the United States Army came before the Board 
of Chosen Freeholders and addressed the needs of the U.S. Army. He desired to impress 
upon the governing body the importance of listing all the available teams, tools, 
machinery, utensils, supplies, etc. in each locality, so that in case of urgent need the 
Department of War would know just what each town could furnish and where it was 
located.  Freeholder Thomas Edward Jeffries offered the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted:  “Be it resolved by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County 
of Monmouth that the Board of Chosen Freeholders pledges itself to help, aid and assist 
in any way it can to comply with the requests as presented by Captain Sevier to this 
Board.”  In 1918 and 1919, the Freeholders budgeted $1,500 annually for the burial of 
servicemen.  GJ (Monmouth County Archives) 
 
Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders’ Minutes book, April 12, 1917- August 
6, 1917, p. 10, Monmouth County Archives. 
 
Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders’ Minutes book, Jan. 1, 1919 – March 
31, 1919, p. 36, Monmouth County Archives. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Uniforms for the War: Sigmund Eisner Company, Red Bank 
 
A Bohemian Jewish immigrant, Sigmund Eisner began a modest Red Bank clothing 
manufacturing business on Mechanic Street in about 1886 that expanded to a large 
factory on the west side of Bridge Avenue in 1903, one that regularly expanded over the 
next decade. Dramatic growth came through a contract to supply uniforms to the Boy 
Scouts of America. Eisner had the foresight to steadily acquire property in anticipation of 
future market demand which came with the onset of the Great War (1914), the Mexican 
Expedition (1916), and U.S. entry into the European war (1917).  That year Eisner 
erected a three-story building on the southwest corner of Bridge and West Front Street.  
Branches were opened in other New Jersey cities.  The work order reflects a garment 
representing special pride in Eisner annals: the wartime overcoat for General “Black 
Jack” John J. Pershing, commander of the American Army in France, seen here on the 
cover of a 1918 song about him.  Eisner endured for decades and revived the uniform 
supply business in WWII.  In 1984, the major Bridge Avenue buildings were adaptively 
reused as the Galleria shops.  RG (document:  Red Bank Public Library; photo: Library 
of Congress) 
 
“Big Uniform Contract,” Red Bank Register, July 19, 1916. 
 
Clothing Trade Journal, April 1942. 
 
General Pershing of the U.S.A. Notated music.  Chicago: William H. Bennett, [1918]. 
Library of Congress 2009440669. 
 
Work order, General Pershing’s overcoat, courtesy Red Bank Public Library, donated by 
Gerald Eisner. 
 

 



 

 

  
 

 



 

 

 
Ten World War I Posters from the Monmouth County Historical Association 

 
Posters during World War I were used by all the warring parties and in what has been 
described as “the first large-scale use of the poster for political purposes.”  The United 
States government alone produced two to three thousand different ones; printings often 
reached 100,000. Although poster campaigns have been used subsequently, they played a 
more important role during World War I in the absence of radio and television.  Like 
other nations, the United States’ posters sought to promote war fervor and recruitment; to 
encourage the purchase of war bonds and donations to charities like the Red Cross and 
Y.W.C.A; and to characterize our warriors as heroic and the enemy’s as evil.  Using 
unambiguous imagery and text, posters represented the war as “right vs. wrong” in 
simple and direct messages.  The examples on display are not a representative sampling 
of the kinds of posters used but some of the most common themes are featured, including 
the use of appealing women and children to suggest innocence and virtue.  GS 
(Monmouth County Historical Association) 
 
Crawford, Arthur R., ed.  Posters of World War I and World War II in the George C. 
Marshall Collection. With an introduction by O.W. Riegel.  Charlottesville: University 
Press of Virginia, 1979. 
 
Steel, Nigel.  Posters of the First World War. London, UK: International War Museum, 
2014. 
 
United War Work Campaign. Women’s Division.  
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/search.asp?id=1021 
 
List of posters in the exhibit: 
 

1. Join Now!  The American Red Cross Serves Humanity. 
2. Join!  The American Red Cross. 
3. After a Zeppelin Raid in London.  “But Mother Had Done Nothing Wrong, Had 

She, Daddy?”  Prevent This in New York.  Invest in Liberty Bonds. 
4. Beat Back the Hun with Liberty Bonds. 
5. Hun or Home?  Buy More Liberty Bonds. 
6. Come On! Buy More Liberty Bonds. 
7. Every Girl Pulling for Victory. Victory Girls.  United War Work Campaign. 

Artist, Edward Penfield. 
8.  Back Our Girls Over There. Y.W.C.A. United War Work Campaign. 
9. Knowledge Wins. Public Libraries Are Free. 
10. Books Wanted for Our Men in Camp and “Over There.”  Take Your Gifts to the 

Public Library. 



 

 

  
 

 



 

 

 
  
 

 



 

 

  
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

New Jersey National Guardsmen and Women, Sea Girt, 1917 
 

Following the April 6, 1917, American declaration of war on Germany, some elements of 
the New Jersey National Guard were immediately mobilized to guard bridges, railroads, 
and other critical sites. The Guard’s engineer battalion was detailed to lay out Camp Dix, 
a massive new training center in the heart of the New Jersey Pinelands that would boast 
1,600 buildings within a year.  The remainder of the New Jersey National Guard was 
mobilized at Sea Girt on July 25 and formally inducted into United States service on 
August 5.  During the brief time the Guardsmen were at the Sea Girt camp before 
shipping out to Alabama, they were able to entertain visitors, including, as indicated in 
this photo, wives and sweethearts, who saw their men off, some for the last time. JB 
(National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey) 
 
Bilby, Joseph G., James M. Madden and Harry Ziegler. Hidden History of New Jersey at 
War. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2014. 
 
Felmly, Lloyd M., ed. History of the Essex Troop Newark, NJ: The Essex Troop, 1925.  
 
Lender, Mark Edward. One State in Arms: A Short Military History of New Jersey. 
Trenton: New Jersey Historical Commission, 1991. 
 



 

 

  
 

 
  

Bugler Albert Willin, Co. D, 4th NJ Infantry

Co. D., 4th NJ Infantry, Camp McClellan, Anniston, Alabama



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

New Jersey Camp at Camp McClellan, Anniston, Alabama 
 

Most of New Jersey’s 9,285 National Guardsmen left Sea Girt in August 1917 for Camp 
McClellan, located at Anniston, Alabama, where they were assigned to the Twenty-ninth 
Division, a unit composed of National Guard soldiers from New Jersey, Maryland and 
Virginia. The Twenty-ninth became known as the “Blue and Gray Division” because it 
included National Guardsmen from states that had opposed each other during the Civil 
War.  The name inspired the division’s distinctive insignia patch, a yin and yang or “tae 
guk” combination featuring blue and gray elements.  The images show Co. D of the 4th 
New Jersey Infantry at Camp McClellan.  Most of the men in the 4th became part of the 
Twenty-ninth Division’s 113th Infantry Regiment and went on to fight in France in the 
Meuse-Argonne offensive in 1918.  JB (National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey) 
 
Bilby, Joseph G., James M. Madden and Harry Ziegler. Hidden History of New Jersey at 
War. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2014.  
 
Cutchins, John A. History of the Twenty-ninth Division, “Blue and Gray,” 1917-1919. 
Philadelphia: 29th Division Committee, 1919.   
 
Felmly, Lloyd M., ed. History of the Essex Troop Newark, NJ: The Essex Troop, 1925. 



 

 

 



 

 

Scenes from Camp Little Silver (Fort Monmouth), 1917 

When America’s entry into WWI led the Army to search for land for additional Signal 
Corps Training Camps, investigation led them to the site where the old Monmouth Park 
Racetrack and luxury hotel had been. On May 16, 1917, the Army leased, with an option 
to buy, several hundred acres from Melvin Van Keuren; this tract would eventually be 
known as Fort Monmouth.  Notwithstanding the desolation of the site in 1917 – large 
parts of which were overgrown and infested with poison ivy – it afforded the Army 
significant advantages: proximity to Hoboken (a port of embarkation), proximity to the 
passenger terminal in Little Silver, some good stone roads, and access by water. The 
installation was originally called “Camp Little Silver,” based merely on its location. 
General Orders dated 17 June 1917 named LTC Carl F. Hartmann the first commander. 
MZ (U.S. Army Photo) 

Galton, Lawrence, and Harold Wheelock. A History of Fort Monmouth, NJ (Fort 
Monmouth: 1946).  

Phillips, Helen C. The U.S. Army Signal School, 1919-1967 (Fort Monmouth: 1967).  

Rejan, Wendy, et al. Images of America: Fort Monmouth (South Carolina: Arcadia 
Publishing, 2009).  

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) Historical Office Staff. A 
Concise History of Fort Monmouth, NJ, and the U.S. Army Communications- Electronics 
Life Cycle Management Command (Washington, DC: Department of the Army Print 
Services, 2009). 
http://www.cecom.army.mil/historian/pubupdates/FM%20History%20Book%2009_4We
b.pdf 

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) Historical Office Staff. A 
History of Army Communications and Electronics at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, 1917-
2007 (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2008).  

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) Historical Office Staff. 
Landmarks, Memorials, Buildings, and Street Names of Fort Monmouth, NJ, and the U.S. 
Army Communications- Electronics Life Cycle Management Command (Washington, 
DC: Department of the Army Print Services, 2009). Available for free download at 
http://www.cecom.army.mil/historian/pubupdates/Ft%20M%20Landmarks_Online_Sum
mer2009.pdf 

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) Historical Office, 
http://www.cecom.army.mil/historian/ 

Ziobro, Melissa. “Fort Monmouth, New Jersey,” in On Point: The Journal of Army 
History, Spring 2009, Vol. 14, No. 4.  
 



 

 

  
 

     
Private Ernest C. Struble, Co. C,  
10th Field Battalion, Camp Vail 



 

 

 
Scenes from Camp Alfred Vail (Fort Monmouth), c. 1918-1919 

The Army renamed Camp Little Silver “Camp Alfred Vail” in September 1917 to honor 
the New Jersey inventor who helped Samuel Morse develop commercial telegraphy. By 
the end of 1918, some reportedly called it the “best equipped Signal Corps camp ever 
established anywhere.” It served the dual purpose of training Signal Corps soldiers at the 
Signal School and conducting research in the Signal Corps Laboratories. Several 
battalions trained at the Camp deployed to Europe in support of the Allied war effort. 
Post war, the Chief Signal Officer authorized the purchase of Camp Vail, and the Army 
renamed the installation “Fort Monmouth” in August 1925. The designation honored the 
soldiers of the American Revolution who died in the Battle of Monmouth Court House in 
1778. The base would continue to serve the nation until its closure in 2011. MZ (U.S. 
Army Photo) 

Galton, Lawrence, and Harold Wheelock. A History of Fort Monmouth, NJ (Fort 
Monmouth: 1946).  

Phillips, Helen C. The U.S. Army Signal School, 1919-1967 (Fort Monmouth: 1967).  

Rejan, Wendy, et al. Images of America: Fort Monmouth (South Carolina: Arcadia 
Publishing, 2009).  

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) Historical Office Staff. A 
Concise History of Fort Monmouth, NJ, and the U.S. Army Communications- Electronics 
Life Cycle Management Command (Washington, DC: Department of the Army Print 
Services, 2009). 
http://www.cecom.army.mil/historian/pubupdates/FM%20History%20Book%2009_4We
b.pdf 

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) Historical Office Staff. A 
History of Army Communications and Electronics at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, 1917-
2007 (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2008).  

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) Historical Office Staff. 
Landmarks, Memorials, Buildings, and Street Names of Fort Monmouth, NJ, and the U.S. 
Army Communications- Electronics Life Cycle Management Command (Washington, 
DC: Department of the Army Print Services, 2009). 
http://www.cecom.army.mil/historian/pubupdates/Ft%20M%20Landmarks_Online_Sum
mer2009.pdf 

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) Historical Office, 
http://www.cecom.army.mil/historian/Ziobro, Melissa. “Fort Monmouth, New Jersey,” in 
On Point: The Journal of Army History, Spring 2009 Vol. 14 No. 4.  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

In Memory of Clarence C. Bennett 
 
After the Civil War and World War II, the United States suffered the third highest fatalities 
in World War I with 116,516, including 3,427 from New Jersey.  One was young Clarence C. 
Bennett of Oakhurst, killed in action in France on October 12, 1918, just a month before the 
war ended.  After enlisting on July 12, 1917, he served in Company H, 3rd Infantry New 
Jersey, later Co. E, 114th Infantry.  His teenage sister Florence, born in 1904, wrote the poem 
in his memory.  Clarence’s mother Margaret, a resident of Farmingdale, Monmouth County, 
sent the photo and poem to the New Jersey War History Bureau at the State Library in 1920.  
GS (New Jersey State Archives) 
 
New Jersey State Archives, World War I Casualties: Descriptive Cards and Photographs.  
https://wwwnet1.state.nj.us/DOS/Admin/ArchivesDBPortal/WWICards.aspx 
 

 



 

 

 

Thomas Weeden



 

 

 
Thomas Weeden, African American Soldier 

 
The Red Bank Register reported on November 21, 1917, that twenty-two draftees from 
Keyport, including sixteen “colored,” had left for Fort Dix, including Virginia-born 
Thomas Weeden, seen here in uniform.  Weeden was one of about 386,000 black troops 
mobilized by the U.S. during World War I, including many from New Jersey.  About 
200,000 African Americans served in Europe and 750 were killed in combat.  Private 
Weeden, sent overseas on June 30, 1918, was in Battery D, 350th Field Artillery, 167th 
Brigade, 92nd Division.  This black unit (patch on display) became active on the line in 
October 1918.  Unfortunately, Weeden succumbed to tuberculosis on April 7, 1919, 
leaving a widow whom he married five days before leaving for camp.  Although 
estimates vary, about 17 million people died as a result of the war (two million from 
disease).  Of these, the U.S. suffered 53,402 deaths from combat and 63,114 from other 
causes, mostly Spanish flu.  GS (New Jersey State Archives, Dept. of State) 
 
“Thomas Weeden,” photo and data card, Dept. of Defense/WW1 Information Cards & 
Photos for Soldiers that Died, New Jersey State Archives, Department of State. 
 
“Off for Wrightstown; More Drafted Men Left Yesterday for Camp Dix; Sixteen Colored 
Men in the Contingent…,” Red Bank Register, November 21, 1917, p. 12. 
 
Roll of Honor, Keyport. Historical Marker Project. 
http://www.historicalmarkerproject.com/markers/HM3I9_roll-of-honor_Keyport-NJ.html 
 
“Soldier Dies of Consumption,” Red Bank Register, April 30, 1919, p. 5. 
 
“Unit 9 World War I and the Great Migration, 1915-1920,” New Jersey State Library. 
http://www.njstatelib.org/research_library/new_jersey_resources/digital_collection/unit_
9_world_war_i/ 
 
Williams, Chad.  “African Americans and World War I,” New York Public Library.  
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-world-war-i.html 
 
1910 United States Federal Census. Thomas W*On [Thomas Waton] [Thomas Weedon].  
Stevensville, King and Queen County, Virginia.  Ancestry.com 
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Warren Tomlinson, Machine Gunner 
 
Son of a farmer, Warren Earl Tomlinson (1888-1968) was from Prospect, Virginia, but 
from about 1950, lived in Farmingdale, Monmouth County. On display is Private 
Tomlinson in uniform and the first part of a touching poem that he sent back home.  The 
poem concludes, “Somebody over in no man’s land, is taking a desperate chance, 
Somebody is giving their all for you, Somebody, Somewhere in France.”  The envelope 
was posted in Bordeaux on September 18, 1918.  At the time, Tomlinson was assigned to 
the Machine Gun Co., 323rd Regiment, 81st Division.  His diary records that he spent time 
in the trenches, then became a captain’s orderly and mail orderly.  After the war, he 
worked as a carpenter or mechanic.  GS (Rutgers Special Collections & University 
Archives) 
 
Tomlinson, Warren Earl, 1888-1968.  Military journal, July 21, 1918-June 19, 1919, and 
other papers.  Gift of Keith Tomlinson, 1971. Rutgers University Special Collections and 
University Archives. 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Selected Songs of the American Army and Navy in France 

 
These pages are selections from a song booklet saved by Private Warren Tomlinson, 
whose portrait is on view elsewhere in this exhibit.  Presumably, Tomlinson picked it up 
at a Y.M.C.A.  As in other wars, music was an important recreational activity for WWI 
servicemen.  Since the lyrics usually provide only the choruses, it’s probable that an 
entertainer sang the lyrics and the men joined in on the repeating stanzas.  The most 
popular song among those in the American Expeditionary Force, “Over There,” was 
written by George M. Cohan, later portrayed by James Cagney in the film, Yankee 
Doodle Dandy (1942).  GS (Rutgers University Special Collections & University 
Archives) 

 
“Over There,” by James Cagney in Yankee Doodle Dandy, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2ktNsYMaag 

 
Tomlinson, Warren Earl, 1888-1968.  Military journal, July 21, 1918-June 19, 1919, and 
other papers.  Gift of Keith Tomlinson, 1971. Rutgers University Special Collections and 
University Archives. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RCA Victrola, manufactured in Camden, 1919 
Monmouth County Archives (gift of Walter Gawron)



 

 

 
 
 
 

Victrola – The Model T of Record Players 
 

One hundred years ago, the automobile and recorded music were America's fastest 
growing industries. The Victor Talking Machine Company, led by Eldridge Johnson and 
based in Camden, dominated the record and talking machine business much as Ford did 
automobiles. The Victrola XXI displayed here from the Monmouth County Archives was 
the Model T of 78 RPM record players. Victor sold over 800,000 of them between 1910 
and 1921 for under $130, which could be paid in installments. Almost all were powered 
by crank-wound spring motors as few homes had electricity. This one was made in 1919-
-of mahogany or oak and painted white later--when Americans were leaving ragtime 
music behind for the pleasures of jazz and three-minute foxtrot dances.  AM (Monmouth 
County Archives) 
 
Baumbach, Robert W.  Look for the Dog: An Illustrated Guide to Victor Talking 
Machines, 7th ed. (Los Angeles: Mulholland Press, 2014). 
 
Gelatt, Roland.  The Fabulous Phonograph, 1877-1977 (NY: Macmillan, 1977). 
 
Morton, David.  Sound Recording: Life Story of a Technology (Westport, CT: 
Greenwood, 2004; Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006). 
 
The Victor-Victrola Page, www.victor-victrola.com 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Letter from Reed to Pete, October 4, 1918 

Letter from Pete to Reed, October 15, 1918 



 

 

 
Lieutenant Pete Ainsworth, Rutgers University Class of 1916 

 
Born in 1893, William Penn Esterbrook “Pete” Ainsworth of Rahway graduated from 
Rutgers with a B.Sc. degree.  Before pursuing a successful career in engineering, he 
served as an officer in the 57th Regiment Coast Artillery in the American Expeditionary 
Force in France, during which he exchanged informative letters, now in the Rutgers 
Archives, with his fraternity brother “Reed.”   In Reed’s missive of October 4, 1918, he 
describes the changes the war has brought to campus, writing, “you would hardly 
recognize the place.”  On October 15, Pete, recently promoted to Captain, describes the 
total destruction of French forests and villages and mentions that he is living in a shed 
“full of rats.”  In 1921, Ainsworth joined Combustion Engineering Co., retiring in 1958 
as vice president with responsibility for 7,000 employees.  He received the outstanding 
Engineering Alumnus Award from the Rutgers College of Engineering in 1968.  GS 
(Rutgers University Special Collections & Archives) 
 
Ainsworth, William P.E., file, Rutgers College War Service Bureau Records, Box 1.  
Rutgers Special Collections & University Archives. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Ainsworth, 1960s



 

 

 
 

 
 

After the Black Tom explosion, Jersey City, July 30, 1918 



 

 

 
 
 
 

The Black Tom Sabotage Explosion, Jersey City, 1916 
 
Black Tom, once an island off the southern tip of Jersey City since connected to the 
mainland, entered the national lexicon on July 30, 1916, when a massive munitions 
explosion destroyed this shipping facility and reverberated throughout the area including 
the New York financial district located nearby across the Hudson River. Although only 
about six died, the disaster brought the European phase of the Great War to the nerve 
center of the country. While America was then a declared neutral, this country had been 
shipping arms to Germany’s enemies since the August 1914 outbreak of the war. The 
event was the most notorious of a long campaign of sabotage by German agents, although 
it took an extended painstaking effort after the war to prove that charge and hold 
Germany responsible.  Another nearby munitions plant explosion by sabotage at 
Kingsland, Lyndhurst, on January 11, 1917, was virtually forgotten by history, perhaps 
because there were no deaths. The cited events were only two of an extensive sabotage 
campaign, featuring numerous industrial fires that often escaped notice of their cause. At 
the time, peacetime sabotage was not even a specific crime, requiring authorities to 
prosecute for arson if perpetrators could be found.  Sabotage, a capital offense in time of 
war, for the most part ceased after the United States entered the war in April 1917.   RG 
(Randall Gabrielan) 
 
“Munitions Explosions Cost Loss of $20,000,000,” New York Times, July 30, 1916, p. 1. 
 
“Millions of Persons Heard and Felt Shock,” New York Times, July 30, 1916, p. 2. 
 
“Ruins Disclose Disaster’s Cause,” New York Times, August 1, 1916, p. 2. 
 
Witcover, Julius.  Sabotage at Black Tom: Imperial Germany's Secret in America, 1914–
1917. Chapel Hill, NC: Algonquin Books, 1989. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residents evacuating after the Morgan explosion 

Man standing in pit of the Morgan explosion near Sayreville, 1918 



 

 

 
 

The Morgan Explosion, Sayreville 
 
A blast in a chemical mixing vat caused by worker error on the evening of October 4, 
1918, began a three-day series of explosions and fires that destroyed the T. A. Gillespie 
Shell Loading plant at Morgan in Sayreville, located a few miles north of the Monmouth 
County border. Threatened greater eruptions could have devastated an even wider area. 
About 100 people were killed. The City of South Amboy and immediate surroundings 
were evacuated, while damage, notably glass, was reported over an extensive area, at 
least as far south as Freehold. Refugees fled to wherever they could escape, including 
throughout northern Monmouth. This picture of dislocated residents, first published by 
the New York Times on October 13th, is an iconic image of the disaster. Reconstruction of 
the artillery shell loading capabilities began immediately, but was halted by the end of the 
war five weeks later. Notice the man standing in the 30-foot crater which resulted from 
the explosion of an enormous quantity of ammonium nitrate.   
 
The warehouse section of the plant survived the explosion and was used for the 
temporary storage of munitions returned from France. After the army left in the mid-
1920s and the land sold, ambitious plans for development went unfulfilled. The area was 
a deserted ruin for decades until the post-World War II demand for housing resulted in 
the area’s development. One of Sayreville’s finest sections is built over ground-zero.  RG 
(Randall Gabrielan) 
 
Gabrielan, Randall.  Explosion at Morgan. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2012. 
 
“Great Munitions Plant Blown-up; 100 May Be Dead,” New York Times, October 5, 
1918, p. 1. 
 
“Day of Explosions and Fire Finishes Shell Plant Ruin,” New York Times, October 6, 
1918, p. 1. 
 
“Begin Shell Plant Rebuilding Today,” New York Times, October 7, 1919, p. 1. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Secretary of War Newton Baker to New Jersey Governor Edge, Nov. 13, 1918 



 

 

 
 
 
 

World War I Military Demobilization, 1918 
 

After running for re-election in 1916 with the slogan, “he kept us out of war,” Woodrow 
Wilson came to the conclusion, after the unrestricted U-boat campaign early in 1917, that 
the United States needed to fight to “make the world safe for democracy.”  Congress 
declared war on the German Empire on April 6 and mobilized four million troops whose 
efforts were crucial for victory.  The human cost was high: 110,000 American soldiers 
died, including 47,000 from influenza.  Construction of Camp Dix (renamed Fort Dix in 
1939), a training and staging area, began in June 1917.  After the November 11, 1918, 
Armistice, the Burlington County camp became a demobilization center.  In the photo on 
exhibit, the waving soldiers leaving Camp Dix display understandable enthusiasm.  
Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War, expressed concern about how such former troops 
would celebrate in his November 13, 1918, telegram to New Jersey Governor Walter 
Evans Edge.  Between his two wartime gubernatorial terms, 1917-1919, and 1944-1947, 
Edge served as U.S. Senator and Ambassador to France.  GS (photo, National Archives; 
telegram, New Jersey State Archives) 
 
Fort Dix History, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Dix#History 
 
“Good Bye Camp Dix,” photograph, National Archives, 165-WW-139C-3 
 
Telegram, Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War to Governor [Walter Evans Edge], 
November 13, 1918, Governor Edge Papers, Subject Correspondence, 1st Term, Box 2, 
New Jersey State Archives, Department of State. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

State Board of Health minutes, October 19, 1918 



 

 

 
Influenza Pandemic Hits New Jersey, October 1918 

 
The most infamous flu epidemic in American history began with a Fort Dix soldier, just 
returned from Europe.  The disease spread rapidly by the end of September 1918 and 
peaked in mid-October.  By October 22, there were at least 149,540 cases and 4,398 
deaths from the flu or complications in New Jersey.  On October 5, the State Board of 
Health ordered the closure of churches, theaters, movie houses, dance halls, saloons, and 
other public gatherings including public funerals of flu victims.  Newark Mayor Charles 
P. Gillen resisted the order.  At first, on the pretext of the unsubstantiated claim that 
booze could cure the flu, he mandated that saloons could sell liquor by the bottle out the 
side door to customers with a doctor’s prescription; this restriction was widely ignored.  
On October 19, the Newark Evening News lambasted the mayor, stating, “The churches 
of this city are closed, but its saloons are open.  The word of God is not being preached. . 
. but the products of the distillery and brewery are dispensed at bars throughout the city.” 
Then on October 20, Gillen unilaterally lifted the ban on public gatherings.  The Board of 
Health, as seen in the excerpt of its minutes on display, was very frustrated with Gillen 
because it had no authority to enforce its own orders over that of the mayor.  GS (New 
Jersey State Archives) 

 
 
“The Great Pandemic: The United States in 1918-1919.”  United States Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
http://www.flu.gov/pandemic/history/1918/your_state/northeast/newjersey/ 
 
 
“Influenza Encyclopedia. The American Influenza Epidemic of 1918-1919.  Newark, 
New Jersey.”  University of Michigan. http://www.influenzaarchive.org/cities/city-
vnewark.html 
 
State Department of Health.  Minutes, October 22, 1918, Volume 14. New Jersey State 
Archives, Department of State. 
 
“Questions as to Quarantine,” Newark Evening News, October 26, 1918.  Clippings, 
Newark Evening News, filed under under Mayor Charles P. Gillen, New Jersey State 
Archives, Department of State. 
 
“Why the Saloons Are Open,” Newark Evening News, October 19, 1918.  Clippings, 
Newark Evening News, filed under Mayor Charles P. Gillen, New Jersey State Archives, 
Department of State. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Cartoon from J. Edgar Hoover’s Scrapbook 



 

 

 
Red Scare Hits New Jersey, 1919 

 
A demand to protect the U.S. from terrorists surfaced in 1919, after anarchists set off 
bombs in eight U.S. cities, including in front of Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer’s 
house in Washington, DC.  Palmer authorized raids, led in part by J. Edgar Hoover, 
against members of two U.S. Communist parties.  By early 1920, more than 10,000 had 
been arrested nationwide and more than 550 aliens deported.  Across New Jersey, agents 
arrested more than one thousand.  Most of those detained had committed no crimes.  In 
Newark, a man was arrested because he “looked like a radical” and four “bombs” turned 
out to be bowling balls.  The Palmer Raids soon were judged an overzealous response to 
a non-existent threat.  The “return to common sense and decency” thwarted Palmer’s 
ambitions to become U.S. President. He was criticized for using government funds to 
distribute anti-radical cartoons to exaggerate the Red menace; for sending undercover 
agents to write Communist literature and recruit members; and for predicting widespread 
violence on May 1, 1920, that didn’t materialize.  The cartoon on view, from Hoover’s 
scrapbook, depicts the first group of 249 deported aliens leaving on the Buford, an army 
transport.   The contemporaneous photo is entitled, “Passaic Street, Paterson--Anarchists 
Live Here.”  GS (cartoon, National Archives; photo, Library of Congress) 
 
Cartoon, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.  249 Reds to Russia.”  FBI 
Memorabilia Scrapbook Collection of J. Edgar Hoover, National Archives, RG 65.2.1.  
Courtesy, The Emma Goldman Papers, University of California, Berkeley.  
 
Cunningham, Kevin. J. Edgar Hoover: Controversial F.B.I. Director.  Minneapolis: 
Compass Point, 2006.  [bowling balls, p. 31] 
 
Feurlicht, Roberta Strauss.  America’s Reign of Terror: World War I, the Red Scare, and 
the Palmer Raids.  New York: Random House, 1971. [Newark man, p. 94; sense, p. 99]  
 
Hoyt, Edwin P.  The Palmer Raids 1919-1920: An Attempt to Suppress Dissent.  New 
York: Seabury Press, 1969. 
 
“Passaic St., residence of anarchists, Paterson, N.J.  Bain News Service. Library of 
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“Treat ‘em Square”: World War I Veterans 
 

More than 4.7 million U.S. men and women served during WWI. The last of them, Frank 
Buckles, died in 2011 at the age of 110.  In the post WWI era, many veterans felt ill-
treated considering what they had endured during the conflict, while the American 
general public wanted to forget the war as quickly as possible and move on. This 1921 
cartoon, “Treat 'em Square,” expressed the feelings of these veterans.  By contrast, 
France was deeply appreciative of what the “doughboys” had done for them.  In 
September 1927, more than 20,000 vets in the American Legion and its women’s 
auxiliary arrived in Paris, in what some dubbed the “Second American Expeditionary 
Force,” to hold their annual national convention. The convention featured battlefield 
tours and commemorations, including a state dinner for the Legion leadership hosted by 
the French president, and a grand parade through Paris.  This photo shows the New 
Jersey delegation, led by Winfield Scott Price, WWI veteran, New Jersey National Guard 
officer, and mayor of Camden, marching through the Place de l’Opera on September 19.   
Many New Jerseyans, draftees from civilian life, served in units other than the Twenty-
ninth Division during the war, particularly in the Seventy-eighth division, organized at 
Camp Dix from draftees primarily from New York and New Jersey.  An estimated 
130,000 to 150,000 New Jerseyans served in all branches of the armed forces in World 
War I and more than 3,400 died from combat, accidents and disease, particularly 
influenza. Many came home suffering from various disabilities and found difficulty 
readjusting to civilian life. 
 
Complaints about the treatment of war veterans following a conflict are nothing new in 
America. The problem would peak in 1932, when, Depression Era impoverished 
veterans, denied early payment of a bonus promised in 1924, marched on Washington in 
the “Bonus Army” and were violently evicted from their camp by, ironically, the U.S. 
Army. JB (National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey collection) 
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World War I Monuments, Belford and Fair Haven 
 
Citizens in the Belford section of Middletown Township erected one of the region’s first 
World War I memorials, installed to commemorate the service of residents from Belford, 
Port Monmouth, and New Monmouth and to honor the loss of locals Clarence Walling 
and William Ward Crane.  Heirs of the Compton estate donated the lot on Church Street, 
Belford, opposite the Belford Methodist Church, while the Belford Memorial Association 
raised funds. Their purchase of a statue of a period soldier, which appears to be a stock 
figure from a stone yard, was unveiled on New Year’s Day, 1920. A later creation, “The 
Spirit of the American Doughboy,” sculpted by Ernest M. Viquesney, became an iconic 
World War I memorial installed all over the country, beginning in Nashville in 1921.  
Nearly always executed in bronze, a few stone examples were made.  Other Monmouth 
County Doughboys and their years of dedication include Fair Haven (1924, seen here in 
color), Matawan (1927), and Belmar (1930).  RG (Randall Gabrielan) 
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