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Windows to the Past 
Notes and Acknowledgments 

 
The month-long October 2012 exhibit in the gallery of the Monmouth County Library Head-
quarters, “Windows to the Past” was prepared with the encouragement and support of Mon-
mouth County Clerk M. Claire French, without whom the exhibit would not have been possible.  
The exhibit coincides with Archives Week, an annual celebration since 1996. 

 
Since 2001, the Monmouth County Archives has presented an annual exhibit in October on 
themes such as the American Revolution, Civil War, Jersey Shore, the Great Depression, and 
World War II, as they related to New Jersey history, especially in Monmouth County.   For 
those exhibits, we drew upon both our own collections and those of other repositories.  This 
year, in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the Archives in 1987 by 
County Clerk Jane G. Clayton at the Monmouth County Library Headquarters in Manalapan, 
the exhibit is drawn almost exclusively from the Archives itself.  Forty items, 38 facsimiles and 
two newly printed photographs, from various record series are presented as a sample of some of 
the historical material the Archives has organized, with an emphasis on the 18th and 19th centu-
ries.  Although some are rather atypical, as the exceptional tends to command our attention 
more than the mundane, they do include samples from a number of our most frequently refer-
enced record series. 
 
Since this exhibit does not have a particular theme, we have called it “Windows to the Past.”  
Consider each frame as a window in a special kind of a museum.  As we look through the win-
dow, we may imagine another day, perhaps just an ordinary day, in another era. In one window, 
an event is taking place in Allentown, New Jersey, in 1900. Exasperated widow Sarah Cox is 
talking to Justice of the Peace John W. Long about her wayward daughter Eva.  She is speaking 
vehemently with interludes of crying. Judge Long sits quietly, interrupts occasionally for ques-
tions, and writes down her complaint.  What does this scene tell us?  We perceive that some 
teenagers more than a century ago gave their parents grief as some do so today; such problems 
are perennial.  But also we find that parents back then, as now, looked to government for help 
with juvenile delinquency.  The continuity of government, despite periodic reorganizations, is 
reassuring in a democracy.  The document helps us understand that government services have 
evolved in response to real needs of citizens over a long period of time. 
 
Most of the items in the exhibit are government documents, for that is the primary mission of 
the Archives, to preserve Monmouth County’s official records.  Included are a few unusual 
items, such as currency and mailing envelopes, found with the records.  Government records are 
created to show an action taken by an agency.  At the time of creation, the clerks who prepared 
them may not have given much thought to how much the document, if preserved, would give 
future generations insights into social, economic, and other conditions prevailing at that time.  
Records may also be documents received by government, such as a petition from the citizens, 
two of which are in this exhibit.  One photograph is from our special collection of Red Bank 
Register negatives, the focus of our 2011 exhibit. 
 
While it is hoped that the exhibit will inform and entertain, viewers should realize that these 
forty items barely scratch the surface of the Archives’ holdings. 
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A Brief History of the Monmouth County Archives and Records Center 
 
For centuries, the County Clerks maintained records at the Clerk’s office and, when space was 
no longer available, in various other buildings in Freehold.  By the late 1970s, conditions in 
some of these secondary storage locations were abysmal, including the Hall of Records base-
ment, where there had been a flood; a leaky former ice house behind the Hall of Records; and a 
notoriously moldy and vermin-infested warehouse on Manalapan Avenue.  After touring the 
warehouse, George M. Cunha, one of the most respected paper conservators in the United 
States, commented that the conditions were the worst he had ever seen.  Some of these records 
were rescued and moved to safer storage locations, including state facilities in Trenton.  Clay-
ton, then the first female Freeholder in the history of the county, became committed to address-
ing the issue, especially after she became County Clerk in 1980.  Clayton held many meetings 
and carefully considered reports with recommendations by Karl J. Niederer of the New Jersey 
State Archives and consultant James B. Rhoads, a former Archivist of the United States. But 
finally, agreement was reached by the Freeholders that the planned county library in Manalapan 
should include provision for an archives and records center.  Ground was officially broken on 
July 19, 1984, and the library opened in January 1987.  Very soon thereafter, Clayton moved or 
added staff there to operate the archives and records section.  In large quantities, records were 
delivered into the facility from various locations over the next few years and staff began the la-
borious and intensive tasks of organizing, indexing, describing, and rehousing them into archi-
val folders and boxes.  Clayton also moved the Central Microfilming Department, which had 
been established in 1975, from the Hall of Records into the new section.  Part of its mission has 
been to microfilm, and more recently digitize, historical records. 
 
The Monmouth County Archives officially opened to the public in August 1994, an event cov-
ered by Cynthia Scott for Monmouth Cablevision’s TV-34 News, a videotape of which is now 
in the Archives.  In 1997, County Clerk M. Claire French announced that the public research 
area would be known as “The Jane Clayton Research Room.”  Over the past fifteen years, 
County Clerk French has enabled a significant expansion of the Archives’ storage capacity and 
the application of modern technology for records management. 
 
Currently, the Archives contains more than 2,500 cubic feet of documents and more than 4,000 
volumes. Each year, about one thousand individuals contact the Archives for documents or in-
formation.  Its more than 150 web pages, including online searchable databases and digitized 
documents, get about 10,000 visits per month.  But much work remains to be done.  Archives 
staff, augmented by interns and volunteers, are continuously organizing, describing, indexing, 
digitizing, and preserving documents from the past to make them more accessible. 
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documents.  Microfilm/Scanning Supervisor Joya Anderson printed most of the facsimi-
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formed the matting and framing.  Patrick “Eagle Eye” Caiazzo of the Records Center 
proofread the catalog, which was printed by the Monmouth County Information Services 
Department, with coordination by Shelagh Reilly of the Archives.  Archives Reference 
Archivist and webmaster Tara Christiansen obtained the two images of the 1905 automo-
biles and arranged for the placement of the catalog on the Archives website.  Archives 
volunteer Joe Grabas drafted the caption regarding the 1793 Caesar Abrahams indenture, 
the importance of which he recognized while processing our Unclaimed Deeds collec-
tion.  Due to size, that facsimile was printed by Mark Allen of Printing Services, who 
also was responsible for printing the catalog, the cover of which was designed by Leo-
nard Ruggieri, Department of Public Information and Tourism.  Monmouth County His-
torian Randall Gabrielan provided essential guidance for the caption about the Ulysses S. 
Grant deed.  A few images obtained from other sources augment the displays; in particu-
lar, we wish to acknowledge with gratitude Pamela C. Powell of the Chester County His-
torical Society and Nicolette Bromberg of the University of Washington Libraries for 
permission to use the photographs of Ulysses S. Grant and Josephine Hoey, respectively.  
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Cynthia Canning, designer of the Monmouth County flag.  The Monmouth County Li-
brary Art & Display Department, under the direction of Val Pasko, hung the exhibit, 
which was publicized by the Monmouth County Public Information and Tourism depart-
ment led by William Heine, who died unexpectedly in September (a sad loss for Mon-
mouth County), and then very ably by his associate Laura Kirkpatrick, as well as by 
Donna Mansfield, Programming Coordinator at the Monmouth County Library Head-
quarters.  It has been a pleasure for me working with all these colleagues, whose efforts 
were essential in making this exhibit and catalog available on schedule. 
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The Shoemaker’s Apprentice, 1752 
 
In June 1752, Mary Jeffery of Squan [now Manasquan], the mother of Jeremiah, pledged her 
son’s allegiance to Cristoffil Longstreet, a shoemaker and tanner, for seven years.  Jeremiah 
was to keep Longstreet’s secrets, follow his commands, and avoid matrimony, taverns, gam-
bling, and other problematic behavior.  In return, Longstreet pledged to provide Jeremiah with 
three months day school and six months night school and, at the end of his term, give the ap-
prentice a new suit of clothes and a set of tools to begin his own shoemaking business.   
 
Sealed signed delivered 
 in the presence of us 
John Longstreet 
David Allen        Her   X   Mark 
         Mary Jeffery 
      
        Christoffil Longstreet 
 
Transcript 
 
This indenture witnesseth that Mary Jeffery Squan in the county of Monmouth in the Eastern 
Division of the Province of New Jersey doth put her son Jeremiah Jefery [sic] an apprentice to 
Cristtofil Longstreet of Freehold in the County above sd [said] to him his heirs executors ad-
ministrators shoemaker and tanner to learn the art of shoe making and tanning and with him af-
ter the manner of an apprentice to serve from the day of the date hereof for and during. the term 
of seven years and eleven months next ensuing during all which term the sd apprentice his sd 
master faithfully shall save his secrets keep and all his lawful commands every where gladly do 
he shall do no damage to his sd master nor se[e] it to be done by others without telling or giving 
notice thereof  to his master he shall . . . . not waste his sd masters goods nor lend them unlaw-
fully to any he shall not commit fornication nor contract matrimony during the sd term he shall 
not play at cards dice or any other unlawful game whereby his sd master may be damaged with 
his own goods nor the goods of others he shall not absent himself day or night from his sd mas-
ter’s service unlawfully nor haunt ale houses taverns or play houses but in all things behave 
himself as a faithfull [sic] apprentice in the trade or mystery he now followeth and the sd master 
shall procure and provide for him sufficient meat drink apparel lodging washing and all other 
necessaries during the sd term and for the true performance of all and every of the said cove-
nants and agreements either of these sd parties biding themselves unto the other that he the sd 
master shall give to the sd apprentice three months day scool [school] and six months night 
scool [sic] and at the expiration  and of the sd term to give to the sd apprentice one good sute 
[suit]of cloths new besides his wearing aperel [apparel] and a set of tools for making of shoes 
binding ourselves firmly by these presents in witness whereof they have interchangeably set 
their hands and seals here unto this sixth day June one thousand seven hundred and fifty two. 
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Colonial New Jersey Currency, 1755 
 
This three shilling note was issued May 15, 1755, to pay 500 enlistees for the French and Indian 
War to join an army of 5,000 to repel the French from encroaching on what the British claimed 
as their territory in what is now Maine.  Criminals who served could be pardoned for their 
crimes and those who owed small sums would have their debts forgiven.  The currency was is-
sued in nine different denominations from 1 shilling to 6 pounds (120 shillings).  Each note was 
hand numbered and signed by three officials, including the treasurers of the Eastern and West-
ern divisions of the colony.  On the back of this note features a sage leaf with the warning, “To 
counterfeit is DEATH.”   
 
The three shillings note on display, numbered by hand, “20295,” was found in records of the 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas in the Monmouth County Archives and is one of 6,000 three 
shilling notes printed.  On the face of the note in the lower left is the Royal Coat of Arms con-
sisting of the English lion and the Scottish unicorn holding a shield with various royal emblems 
of British authority.  Around the shield is a garter with the words (difficult to read), HONI 
SOIT QUI MAL Y PENSE (“evil be to him who evil thinks” or “shame to him who thinks ill of 
it”), which is the motto of the Order of the Garter, the highest order of chivalry in Great Britain.  
The Order of the Garter was founded in 1348 by Edward III as a noble fraternity consisting of 
the King (or Queen), the Prince of Wales, and twenty-four knights, in an effort to recreate the 
Knights of the Round Table.   
 
One version of the Order of the Garter’s origins states that Edward was rebuffed by a Lady 
when he made a pass at her in her husband’s absence.  The Lady tried to encourage the king to 
behave in a more chivalrous manner.  Subsequently, while dancing at a Court ball, the same 
woman dropped her bejeweled garter (a common occurrence in those days since elastic bands 
hadn’t been invented).  Edward picked it up, tied it around his own leg, and uttered the immor-
tal words adopted as the Order’s motto.  He then founded the Order to encourage gentlemanly 
behavior.  The Order still exists; Winston Churchill was a member. 
 
Underneath the shield is a ribbon which reads DIEU ET MON DROIT (“God and my right”), 
which was chosen as the motto of the Royal House of England by Richard I, also known as 
Richard the Lion-Heart, to commemorate his victory at the Battle of Gisors, during which he 
used it as a password. (This is the same Richard who appears in the tales of Robin Hood.) 
 
The Act required that the bills, when printed, be delivered to Thomas Bartow, Esq., Treasurer 
of the Eastern Division and Daniel Smith, Jr., Treasurer of the Western Division.  They were 
required to administer an oath to the printer who had to swear that no extra bills were printed.   
Bartow, Smith, and Abraham Hewling, Esq., of the Western Division were then required to 
number and sign all 37,845 bills.  They were allowed to divide up the bills and do the signing 
and numbering in their respective homes, passing batches around until the job was completed.  
The signatures of the three men can be seen on the face of the bill.  Printed by James Parker in 
Woodbridge, this currency was declared invalid in 1760. 
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The Churchill Society, London.  The Most Noble Order of the Garter.    http://
www.churchill-society-london.org.uk/garter.html 
Last accessed March 6, 2012. 
 
Felcone, Joseph J.  “Colonial New-Jersey Paper Money/Printing Question.” NJ_History  
listserv, Oct. 20, 1998. 
 
Wait, George W.  New Jersey’s Money.  Newark, NJ: Newark Museum, 1976. 
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Free Man of Color Ben More Jailed for Opinions, 
1755 

 
During and after the French and Indian War (1755-1763), many slaves expressed sym-
pathy with France, believing that the French would help the slaves attain their inde-
pendence and freedom.  In 1788, La Société des Amis Noirs (Society of the Friends of 
the Blacks) was founded with the primary goals of equal rights and abolishing slavery.  
Influential figures such as General Lafayette and the Marquis de Condorcet were ac-
tive supporters of the Society.  For Ben More [Moore], a free man of color, a state-
ment expressing sympathy toward the French and resentment over whites being mas-
ters resulted in his imprisonment in 1755.  More was released on bail in the amount of 
20 pounds.  No further action has been found in the records. 
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Transcripts 
 
The Examination of Thos. [Thomas] James Son of Robert James Aged Between 16 & 17 
years who Saith that about 3 or 4 Weeks ago his father Sent him to Mill & having an Errant 
[errand] to Aaron Mattison Jr there was some Negroes in Sd. [said] Matthisons  kitchen 
among which was a Negro named Ben Moore who is free.  Sd. Negro Ben asked Sd. Tho-
mas James to treat him: the Said Thos. James Answered, who do you think will Treat Ne-
groes, Sd. Negro answered when the French comes and takes you, you will be Negroes and 
we will be Gentlemen and Masters Over You and further saith not.  Robert James Jr. was 
along with his brother Thomas and Saith the same.  Examined February 18th 1755 before 
us. 
 

Jon[athan] Forman 
 Justices 
Th[omas] Henderson 

 
 

Monmouth February 19th 1755 
 
The said Ben Moore was brought before us the Subscribers.  After considering the above 
examinations and other examinations came to the following judgment:  That the said Ben 
Moore stand committed in close prison until he find sufficient security for the peace and 
good behavior and to attend the next Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace of the 
County and not depart without the consent and that he pay the costs of this prosecution. 

Jon[athan] Forman 
[D___] 

We Ben More a free Negro and George Rhe in the County of Monmouth Yeoman Do Ac-
knowledge our selves to be Indebted to our sovereign Lord the King his Heirs and Succes-
sors to witt, the sd. [said] Ben More the sum of Twenty Pounds and the sd. George Rhe in 
the sum of Twenty Pounds to be levied on our and each of our goods and chattels lands and 
tenements on failure of the following Condition 
 
The Condition of the above recognizance is such that if the above bound [den?] Ben More 
shall personally appear at the next General Court of Session of the peace to be held for this 
County of Monmouth then and there to answer to such matters & things as shall be objected 
against him and not to depart without the Courts Leave and in the mean time to be of the 
peace & Good Behavior to all his Majesties Leige Subjects: then the above Recognizance to 
be Void and of None affect other wise in force. 
 
Taken and Acknowledged this 19th day of February in the 28th year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Second &c. Anno Domini 1755 Before me 

 Jn [Jonathan] Henderson Justice 
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Going to New York Without a Passport 
 
During the Revolutionary War, trading with the British was a great temptation for Monmouth’s 
Loyalists. Those caught were charged with a misdemeanor and, if convicted, their possessions 
would be sold and the money given to their captors.  Joel Bedell of Middletown pleaded guilty 
to going to New York City, Long Island, and Staten Island on June 20, 1780, as seen in this in-
dictment from the Monmouth Court of General Quarter Sessions.  Another document dated 
June 9, 1780 states that a horse, chair and harness were sold after Thomas Watson and Mrs. 
Anne Riche were stopped on their way to the enemy’s lines. 
 
Transcript 
 
[General Court of Quarter Sessions, 1780] 
 
The Jurors on behalf of the State of New Jersey for the body of the County of Monmouth upon 
their oath present That the State of New Jersey and the United States of America now are and 
for some time past have been at open war and enmity with George the third King of Great Brit-
ain and that Joel Bedell late of the Township of Middletown in the said County of Monmouth, 
yeoman on the twentieth day of June in the Year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred and 
Eighty and during the war aforesaid from the said Township of Middletown in the County 
aforesaid and within the Jurisdiction of this court did voluntarily, maliciously advisedly, 
unlawfully and seditiously go over to the City of New York, Long Island and Staten Island in 
the State of New York, which Said City and Islands were then and still are in the possession of 
the troops and Subjects of the Said King of Great Britain, without any leave license or pass-
ports previously obtained from any competent authority, to the evil example of all others in like 
case offending, against the form of the act of the Council and General assembly in such case 
made and provided, against the peace of this State the government and dignity of the same.
  
 
Wm. Patterson 
Att. Gen.     Nicholas Van Brunt, Forman 
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The Jersey Precedent: The Origins of Judicial Review 
 
As per an October 8, 1778, state law, Elisha Walton, a militia major, seized more than 
$70,000 worth of silk brought by John Holmes and Solomon Ketcham from behind enemy 
lines to Monmouth County.  Attorney William Willcocks argued that the subsequent con-
viction of his clients Holmes and Ketcham should be reversed, stating, “In that the Jury 
who tried the said plaint before the said Justice consisted of Six men only contrary to the 
constitution of New Jersey.”  King Ethelred had mandated the standard jury of twelve in 
the year 997.  On September 7, 1780, Chief Justice David Brearley agreed.  He overturned 
the conviction and struck down the portion of the 1778 law on trading with the British that 
provided for juries of six, thereby establishing the principle of judicial review later 
adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States.  But the case didn’t end there.  The 
Monmouth County Archives has several court documents from both before and after 
Brearley’s decision.  In the April 25, 1781, document on exhibit, from Walton vs. Holmes 
& Ketcham, Judge John Anderson commands the County Sheriff to bring Holmes and 
Ketcham to the Court of Common Pleas to answer Walton’s demand for 29,428 pounds, 
13 shillings, and four 1/2 pence owed to him. 
 
New Jersey Supreme Court.  John Holmes & Solomon Ketcham v. Elisha Walton.  In Cer-
tiorari. . . [November 1779, et seq.]. New Jersey State Archives. 
 
Scott, Austin.  "Holmes vs. Walton: The New Jersey Precedent."  American Historical 
Review, 4:3 (April 1899), 456-469. 
 
 
Transcript 
 
The State of New Jersey to the Sheriff of the County of Monmouth Greeting: You are 
hereby commanded to take John Holmes & Solomon Ketcham if to be found in your 
Bailiwick and them safely keep; so that you have their bodies before the Judges of the In-
ferior Court of Common Pleas to be held at Freehold in & for the said County of Mon-
mouth on the fourth Tuesday in July next to answer Elisha Walton Esq. who as well for 
himself as for the State of New Jersey in this behalf prosecuteth of a plea that they render 
to him and the said State twenty nine thousand four hundred twenty eight pounds thirteen 
shillings & four pence half Penny which they owe to, and unjustly detain from him the 
said Elisha Walton who as well [ ] and the said State and have you then there, Writ Wit-
ness John Anderson Esq. Judge of the said Court at Freehold aforesaid the twenty fifth 
day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & eighty one. 
 
Jos. Bloomfield, Atty.        Anderson 
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Caesar Abrahams & Samuel Still Defy the Slave Codes of 1714 
 

March 11, 1714 - Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no Negro, In-
dian or Mullatto Slave, that shall hereafter be made free, shall enjoy, hold or possess 
any House or Houses, Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments within this Province, in his 
or her own Right in Fee simple or Fee Tail, but the same shall Escheat to Her Majesty, 
Her Heirs and Successors.  
 
 
The Prohibition against freed slaves owning land would not be repealed until March 4, 
1798, yet five years earlier on June 19, 1793, two “free negros” would circumvent the 
law by using a clever legal loophole.  Samuel Still, a free negro, granted a 1,949 year 
Lease for 15 acres of land in Shrewsbury to Caesar Abrahams, another free negro.  The 
consideration for this transaction was 180 pounds up front and “Yielding and Paying 
therefor yearly and every year…one peper corn if it be lawfully demanded.” Although 
technically not a Fee Simple conveyance, this lease was fully paid for in advance and 
would not expire until the year 3742, having the effect of a Fee ownership transfer.  The 
lease would not be recorded in the County Land Records until 1834.  It would have been 
a perilous journey for a black man to travel from Shrewsbury to the county seat at Free-
hold to get his deed recorded in 1793.  Under the law, all blacks were considered prima 
facie slaves and therefore subject to the misapplication of the Slave Codes and the vaga-
ries of a hostile public.   
 
Although there is evidence that Caesar Abrahams was a pioneer in acquiring two-
thousand-year leases on other lands as early as 1768, this Lease is the earliest surviving 
document of this type and one of the earliest records of African American land owner-
ship in Monmouth County. 
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Marriage Records, 1797 
 
The Monmouth County Archives has records for 11,709 marriages, 1694-1934 (most 
1795-1878). Prior to 1795, filing and recording of all marriages within the Province 
of New Jersey were the responsibility of the Governor's office, although a few Colo-
nial marriages dating back to 1694 are recorded in Monmouth County Deed Book C.  
On March 4, 1795, through an Act of the General Assembly, the record keeping of 
marriages shifted from the state to the county level.  All ministers and Justices of the 
Peace were directed to file a report with the County Clerk of all the marriages they 
performed.   
 
J.O.P. Daniel Ketcham of Middletown submitted the list on display with twelve mar-
riages from 1794 to 1797 and County Clerk Joseph Scudder entered the names in the 
Marriage Book.  Ketcham earlier held the positions of Freeholder, Overseer of the 
Poor, and Coroner.  He was probably the Daniel Ketcham who was one of the incor-
porators of the Baptist Church of Middletown in 1793. 
 
Ellis, Franklin.  History of Monmouth County, New Jersey.  Philadelphia: R.T. Peck, 
1885, p. 531. 
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Samuel Riley Allegedly Assaulted by Two Slaves, 1804 
 
On February 11, 1804, the New Jersey Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery provided that 
all children born of slaves after July 4, 1804, would be declared free after serving their owner 
until the age of twenty-five for males and twenty-two for females.  No doubt, pregnant slave 
mothers that year hoped their babies would be born no earlier than July 5.  Those born before 
that date remained slaves for life unless freed by their masters.  At this time, slaves comprised 
5-10% of the Monmouth County population, which numbered about 21,000.  In the document 
on display, two slaves, Jim, owned by “Reekhow near Middletown Point,” and Bob, owned by 
Col. Barns [Barnes or Barney] Smock, were charged with assault and battery on Samuel Ryley 
[Riley] on June 10, 1804.  Bob also was accused of another assault and battery on Riley on 
April 10, 1804. The results of these accusations are unknown. “Reekhow” is probably a refer-
ence to Jacob Rickhow, who as a Staten Island resident purchased a large tract of land border-
ing Matawan Creek in 1798.  Smock owned a large farm and tavern on the land where Red 
Bank is now situated.  In 1774, he signed a petition against the abolition of slavery and, in 
1780, survived capture by the black Loyalist raider Tye or Titus (1754-1780), who had the hon-
orific title, Colonel Tye.  In 1775, Tye escaped from his Quaker master, John Corlies, who had 
a farm near Shrewsbury.  He fought with the British at the Battle of Monmouth in 1778 and, in 
1779-1780, led raids on the Patriots from a base in Sandy Hook.  He was wounded in the wrist 
during an attack on Toms River and died a few days later of lockjaw. 
 
Adelberg, Michael S.  Roster of the People of Revolutionary Monmouth County [New Jersey].  
Baltimore: Clearfield, 1997, p. 249. 
 
Ellis, Franklin.  History of Monmouth County, New Jersey.  Cottonport, LA: Polyanthos, 1974 
[Reprint of 1885 edition], p. 596. 

 
Ward, Harry M.  “Tye [Titus],” Encyclopedia of New Jersey, edited by Maxine N. Lurie and 
Marc Mappen.  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2004, p. 820. 
 
Transcript 
 
Memorandum of the names of persons charged with assault and battery on 10th June 1804. Bob 
or Robert a slave belonging to Col. Barns Smock. 
Jem or James a slave said to belong to Reekhow near Middletown Point formerly to Danl
[Daniel] Bray and Denis Foreman  
Witnesses - Samuel Ryley [Riley] 
Mr. Scudder's - Kneen 
Mr. Campbells - Broff 
Broff the Preacher 
Caesar the property of Tho. Henderson 
I expect they or some of them can inform of more of the disorderly behavior or who were guilty 
Tho.  Henderson 
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Thefts from a Cabin in the Pines, 1808 
 
The first Allen in what became known by 1734 as Allentown was Nathan Allen who ar-
rived in 1706.  In this 1808 document from the Monmouth Court of General Quarter Ses-
sions, one of two pertaining to the case, Richard Buckelew confesses by signing his name 
with an “X” that on November 9, 1807, he stole items from Henry Allen’s “cabin in the 
pines” in Allentown, including two axes, powder horn with powder, shot bag and shot, 
and a piece of bacon.   
 
Buckelew’s illiteracy was not typical of the white male population in the early 1800s, 
when the literacy rate has been estimated at 75 to 90% and even higher in some areas.  It 
is not stated whether Buckelew ate the bacon but he was fined $15 for his crime.  Israel 
Buckelew was also accused of the larceny but the disposition of his case has not been 
found.   
 
Transcript 
 
State of New Jersey 
Monmouth County Sessions 
 
The examination of Richard Buckelew, taken before me James B. Stafford one of the 
Justices of the Peace in and for said County this eleventh Day of January in the Year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight. 
 
The said Richard Buckelew being charged before me by Henry Allen of Upper Freehold 
in said County, yeoman, with feloniously stealing, taking and carrying away out of his 
Cabbin [sic] in the Pines – in said County on the eighteenth Day of November last past, 
two axes, Powder horn with powder, shot bag and shot, a Piece of Bacon valued at 
twelve Dollars, he the said Richard Buckelew upon his examination now saith that he is 
guilty of  the same. 
        his 
       Richard [X] Buckelew 
        Mark 
Taken and acknowledged 
The Day Y Year above 
Mentioned before 
James B. Stafford 
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Revolutionary War Veteran Henry Clayton  
Applies for Pension in 1820 

 
Under the March 1818 act of Congress entitled, "An Act to provide for certain 
persons engaged in the Land and Naval Service of the United States in the Revo-
lutionary war," surviving Revolutionary War veterans were allowed to apply for 
pensions.  The Monmouth County Archives holds the applications of veterans, 
their widows or children, who applied to the County Court of Common Pleas dur-
ing the period 1818 to 1855.  Pensions were not made available to all veterans, 
only those who were unable to earn their own living or to support their families 
due to age or infirmity.  Each petitioner was required to make a "declaration" of 
his eligibility which included his age; the name of his commanding officer or of-
ficers; and company and regiment during his service.  The applicant also was re-
quired to include an inventory of his personal and real estate.   
 
Henry Clayton’s declaration affirms his service in the 3rd Jersey Regiment com-
manded by Colonel Dayton and lists his meager possessions, including a spinning 
wheel, two hoes,  and a “gridiron,” which is a metal grate with parallel bars used 
for grilling food.  Today the term is often used in connection with American foot-
ball, since the football field is laid out like a gridiron with parallel lines. 
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Slave Owner Sues for Two Fugitive Slaves 
 

By virtue of New Jersey’s Emancipation Act of 1804, the number of slaves in Monmouth 
County gradually declined but slavery persisted until abolished by the Thirteenth Amendment 
in 1865.  In the Monmouth Court of Common Pleas, on December 16, 1830, John L. Hendrick-
son of Middletown asserted that Rufus L. Rowley, a steamboat captain or master, enabled two 
of his slaves to escape to New York and, citing a 1798 New Jersey statute, demands that Row-
ley pay him their value, which he states was $300 each.  One of the slaves’ names was Enock 
and the name of the other is left blank in the document.  Hendrickson was listed in the 1830 
Census in a household of thirteen, including seven “free colored persons” and one male slave 
with an age between 24 and 35.  However, by 1835, Hendrickson had at least another slave, Ro-
seann Bailey, whom he freed that year.  In 1840, Hendrickson lived in a household of nine, in-
cluding two free colored persons, but no slaves. 
 
The Common Pleas document is signed by County Clerk Peter Vredenburgh Jr. (1805-1873).  
Vredenburgh was the son of Dr. Peter Vredenburgh of Somerville.  In 1829, he came to Eaton-
town to practice law and became a highly respected public official known as Judge Vreden-
burgh after his appointment to the Supreme Court in 1855.  During the Civil War, Monmouth’s 
troops trained at Camp Vredenburgh, which was named after him.  In 1864, his son, Major Pe-
ter Vredenburgh Jr., was killed in battle.  The judge was devastated and never fully recovered.  
His health declined, he lost his sight, and died after relocating to Florida in an unsuccessful at-
tempt to restore his health. 
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Future Governor Dr. George Franklin Fort Pays Fee to County Clerk, 1832 
 

In 1830, to regulate medical practice, the New Jersey State Legislature passed an act that  re-
quired physicians to file a copy of their medical diploma or license with the County Clerk and 
pay a 12 ½ cents fee.  (From 1793 to 1857, the United States minted one-half cent copper coins 
the size of a modern quarter.)  The earliest example of a filing by a physician in the Monmouth 
County Archives is that of Dr. Fort, who filed with County Clerk Daniel H. Ellis in 1832.  In 
his cover letter, on the same piece of paper as the copy of the license (including a rendition of 
the original seal), Fort quoted the legislation, perhaps because he doubted that Ellis was familiar 
with it. 
 
Fort later served as New Jersey Governor from 1851 to 1854.  Son of a wealthy Burlington 
farmer, he attended the University of Pennsylvania Medical College and in 1830 began his own 
practice in Imlaystown, Monmouth County, where he soon married Anna Marie Wright, the 
daughter of future Congressman Samuel G. Wright.  In 1831, he moved to New Egypt, which 
was in Monmouth until the creation of Ocean County in 1850. 
 
Fort’s political career began as a Democratic delegate to the 1844 constitutional convention, 
where he advocated universal suffrage, popular election of all state and county officials, and 
other reforms.  Later that year, he was elected to the Assembly.  During his term, he served on 
the judiciary committee, upon which he also served after election to the Senate.  Fort’s reputa-
tion as a reformer was secured when he sponsored a bill to insure township support for public 
education. 
 
During his term as governor, Fort was attacked as being too closely associated with monopoly 
interests.  His stand supporting the enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Act was also controver-
sial.  More positively, funding for education increased substantially, the ten-hour work day was 
created, and child labor was protected.  The district system of representation to the General As-
sembly was introduced, replacing the county-wide general elections.  Bank incorporations and 
other forms of economic regulation were instituted as well. 
 
After his term as governor, Fort served as a judge in the Court of Errors and Appeals and then 
returned to his medical practice in New Egypt.  His nephew, John F. Fort, served as governor 
from 1908 to 1910. 
 
Davis, Philip C., “George Franklin Fort,” in The Governors of New Jersey, 1664-1974: Bio-
graphical Essays. Edited by Paul A. Stellhorn and Michael J. Birkner. Trenton: New Jersey 
Historical Commission, 1982, pp. 119-121.   Online at http://slic.njstatelib.org/NJ_Information/
Digital Collections/Digidox6.php 
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Transcript 
 
To Daniel H. Ellis Esq. Clerk of Monmouth County, New Jersey 
 
Dear Sir. 
 
 Agreeably to the 13th Section of the act entitled “An act To incorporate Medical Socie-
ties for the purpose of regulating the practice of Physic and Surgery in the State”; I hereby send 
you my license for the purpose of being filed in your office.  The 13th section reads thus “And 
be it enacted, That all persons who may be hereafter licensed to practice physic and surgery, 
shall deposit a copy of such license with the Clerk of the County in which such practitioner may 
reside etc.,”  and it shall be the duty of the said clerk to file such license in his office, for which 
he shall receive 12 ½ cents ” 
 
 You will please to file said license accordingly, of which the annexed is a correct copy - 
and endorse it as “filed in your office Sept. 3rd. 1832" 
 
 I will pay you for this and recording the deed sent by Mr. Woodward when I come to 
Freehold, which will be soon, I expect. You will retain the deed----- 
 
       Very respectfully, 
        Your obed. Servant 
D.H. Ellis, Esquire 
        George F. Fort 
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.Richard S. Hartshorne vs. James P. Allaire, 1842 
 
In 1822, James P. Allaire (1785-1858), a prominent steam engine manufacturer in New 
York, bought 5,000 acres in Howell Township to supply bog-iron for his foundry.  At 
its peak, his Howell Works employed about 500 people in more than 60 buildings and 
was a self-contained community in what is now The Historic Village at Allaire in Al-
laire State Park. Allaire suffered a series of financial mishaps in the late 1830s.  In 
1842, Richard S. Hartshorne sued him for $2,000 in Monmouth Circuit Court for non-
payment of a $1,400 debt.  The Court “attached” his real estate so that if he sold any of 
it, the debt would be paid.  The document on display listed nine properties owned by 
Allaire with a total value of $43,000, as well as 500 shares of Howell Works stock val-
ued at $1,000.   
 
Richard S. Hartshorne was born in Matawan in 1814.  He was descended from Richard 
Hartshorne (1641-1722), one of the first white settlers in Monmouth County.  Richard 
S. Hartshorne sold his interest in a New York oil business in 1842 and bought a farm 
near Freehold where he lived with his wife Eleanor and children, as well as several 
farm laborers and servants.  Hartshorne served two terms as a Freeholder from 1845 to 
1849.  He died in 1872 after falling twenty feet while stowing hay in his barn. 
 
Densky, Lois R. [Lois Densky-Wolff].  “Collection 6.  Allaire Family Papers, 1808-
1901,” Monmouth County Historical Association. 
 http://www.monmouthhistory.org/Sections-read-21.html 
Last accessed April 19, 2012. 
 
Ellis, Franklin.  History of Monmouth County, New Jersey.  Philadelphia: R.T. Peck, 
1885, p. 313. 
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Clams and Oysters for Breakfast, American Hotel, Long Branch, 1860s 
 
This menu from the American Hotel in Long Branch is from Enoch Hendrickson vs. Al-
vin S. Poole, an 1865 Common Pleas court case. Poole owed $81.73 and Judge Peter 
Vredenburgh ordered that the Sheriff sell Poole’s assets if he didn’t pay Hendrickson.  It 
is not clear whether the menu had anything to do with the case; more likely, it was used 
as scrap paper.   
 
What a hearty breakfast was offered to guests!  Although it included the now familiar 
eggs, hot biscuits, and toast, diners could also partake of mutton chops, broiled mack-
erel, fried clams, stewed oysters, lamb chops, and broiled chicken, as well as “stale 
bread.”  Except for Sunday, breakfast was from 6 to 7:30am and the next meal was din-
ner at 2pm.   
 
In the 1870 Census, Poole was listed as a “horse doctor” in Eatontown.  Soon thereafter, 
he got a job managing horses in Nanuet, New York, for a new railroad, and then re-
turned to Long Branch.  In Nanuet, his son Joseph Alvin was born in 1871.  Joseph Al-
vin Poole eventually started a newspaper, the Long Branch Press, then served as super-
intendent of Shadow Lawn, President Woodrow Wilson’s summer home, and then, ap-
pointed by Wilson, became postmaster of Deal. 
 
“Joseph Alvin Poole,” History of Monmouth County, New Jersey, 1664-1920. Volume 2. 
New York & Chicago: Lewis Publishing, 1922, pp. 119-120. 
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Freeholders’ Promissory Note, 1864, with Revenue Stamps 
 
To pay for the Civil War, Congress required taxes to be paid for a wide variety of goods 
and services.  Proof of tax payment was signified by affixing, signing, and dating reve-
nue stamps.  Revenue stamps were issued in 1862 for Conveyance, Entry of Goods, 
Lease, Inland Exchange, Manifest, Mortgage, Passenger Ticket, Playing Cards, et al., in 
denominations from a penny to $200. Any type of these stamps could be used for any 
revenue purpose but not for postage.   
 
The color copy of the promissory note for $6,000 on exhibit was signed by Freeholders 
James S. Yard (also editor of the Monmouth Democrat) and James A. Perrine.  The note 
commits the Board of Chosen Freeholders to pay this sum to County Collector William 
H. Conover on November 1, 1864.  The Collector was responsible for collecting taxes 
and making payments for the County.  It has not been determined what this money was 
for but earlier that month, the Collector was authorized to pay military volunteers a 
bounty of $200 and it is possible that was the reason.  Affixed are an attached vertical 
pair of $1 Manifest stamps (Scott R72) and a $1 Passenger Ticket (Scott R74).  They 
were signed by Conover on August 26, 1864.  Conover was a former Freeholder and As-
semblyman from Marlboro and later served a term as state senator. 
 
Scott 2009 Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers.  Sidney, OH: Scott 
Publishing, 2008. 
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Miller Henry Kahle Absconds, Sued for Damages 
 
Born about 1830 in Hanover, Germany, Henry F. Kahle in 1867 lived in Turkey, for-
merly Blue Ball and today, a village named Adelphia in Howell Township.  Kahle had 
a French wife named Magdalena with whom he had at least five children.  In the Fed-
eral censuses for 1860 (Middletown Point), 1870 (Turkey), and 1880 (Eatontown), he 
is listed as a master millwright, “works in flour mill,” and miller, respectively.    Kahle 
was sued for $2,000 in Circuit Court in 1867 by a group of men, trading as Carten & 
Co., who claimed that he had absconded, perhaps because he had gone back to Ger-
many for a visit.  Carten & Co. complained that grain, corn, and meal held by Kahle 
were becoming worthless.  Judge Peter Vredenburgh ordered the Sheriff to sell Kahle’s 
“goods and chattels” to satisfy their claim.  
 
Among the court documents is an inventory listing Kahle’s possessions, a portion of 
which is on exhibit.  It provides evidence of what a middle class person had in their 
home at that time, and their appraisal values, including a kitchen stove ($8); rocking 
chair ($1); mantle clock ($3); bird and cage ($3); umbrella ($.50); box of pepper ($1); 
and chamber pot ($.40).  Kahle also had possessions related to his business, such as 
lumber wagon ($20); lot of manure ($5); lot of corn ($75); 2 barrels of apples ($6); and 
30 bags of Indian meal ($60).   
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Ulysses S. Grant Purchases a Seaside Cottage in Elberon 
 
United States President Grant purchased a substantial summer oceanfront home from How-
ard Potter for $32,000 on February 1, 1870, as recorded in Deed Book 222, page 29.  That 
amount now equates to about $545,000, which might seem a bargain by today’s prices but 
Long Branch was not yet developed.  Since he didn’t have all the money, three wealthy 
friends helped him meet the price. Potter, the original owner, was an investment banker, 
partner in Brown Brothers & Co., and married to the daughter of James Brown, the founder 
of the New York branch of Brown Brothers.   
 
The photograph of the cottage reproduced from Harper’s, August 17, 1870, was taken by 
Gustavus W. Pach, who also did the stereograph of Grant and his family which is presented 
here by permission of the Chester County Historical Society, West Chester, PA.  Pach, a 
German immigrant, established a Long Branch studio in 1866 that lasted into the 20th cen-
tury.  Pach Brothers had branches in New York and more than a dozen other locations.   
 
As for the cottage, it was demolished in 1964 by its last owner, the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
of Peace, which used the site on Ocean Avenue for its Stella Maris Retreat Center. 
 
Gabrielan, Randall G.  Images of America: Long Branch, People and Places.  Charleston, 
SC: Arcadia, 1998, p. 109. 
 
Saretzky, Gary D.  “Nineteenth-Century New Jersey Photographers,” New Jersey History, 
122: 3-4 (Fall/Winter 2004), pp. 36-143.  Updated version available at http://
gary.saretzky.com/photohistory/resources/photo_in_nj_July_2010.pdf 
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Common Scold Gets Jail Time and Fine, 1875 
 
In English common law, a common scold (communis rixatrix) was a woman deemed a 
public nuisance for constant quarreling with her neighbors.  Convicted English common 
scolds were secured to a chair and ducked into a river or pond to “cool off.”  From the 
1870s to the 1890s, nineteen women were brought before the Monmouth Court of Gen-
eral Quarter Sessions as common scolds but only one was seriously punished.  Mary Pat-
terson was sentenced to one month in jail and fined $50, plus 90 cents in court costs.  On 
the same day, she paid a fine of $1 for assaulting Catherine Clayton, who was a witness 
in the common scold trial.  Earlier, Mary had been accused of abusing two children, aged 
five and three, by their mother, Eleanor Brewer, who stated that Mary’s mother, Maria 
Robbins, allowed her two children, ages fourteen and eighteen, to ill treat the Brewer 
children.  Neither Mary nor Maria were prosecuted for the Brewer family incident but on 
two other occasions, Maria was arrested for assaulting members of the Patterson family.   
 
The last woman in Monmouth to be indicted as a common scold was probably Marion 
Palandrano of Middletown in 1972; Judge Patrick McGann Jr. dismissed the charge, stat-
ing, “Singling out one sex is discriminatory.” 
 
“Judge McGann Questions ‘Common Scold’ Accusation,” Red Bank Register, April 25, 
1972, p. 2. 
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Enumeration of the 1880 Census Profiles Monmouth’s Population 
 
The 1880 Enumeration, an abstract of the U.S. Census, was posted for two days by 
the County Clerk in the courthouse, enabling the public to point out needed correc-
tions, if any.  About twenty years ago, before the Archives had online access to cen-
sus data, the staff entered all 55,211 names in the 1880 Monmouth County Enumera-
tion into a database, along with town, age, gender, and race.  The database, which is 
easily sortable, reveals that John R. Livingston of Ocean Township, a 105-year-old 
African American, was the only centenarian. Livingston was one of 25 residents who 
were over 90. Only 13% of Monmouth’s residents were 50 or over and only 2.7% 
were 70 or older. About 94% of Monmouth’s population was white. There were 
3,111 classified as black, 352 mulatto (mixed race), and 10 American Indians.  
 
The page from the Enumeration on display is from Manalapan. Also on view is a 
graph showing the dramatic growth of Monmouth County’s population since 1790.    
Note the very slight dip in 1850 when sparsely populated Ocean County was created 
from Monmouth’s southern townships.  In 2010, the population was 630,380, of 
which 12.5% were 65 and over. 
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Anthony Comstock Letter to James A. Bradley, 1881 

 
Anthony Comstock, the founder of the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice, was the 
leading American book burner of the late 19th and early 20th century.  (Note his logo in which 
he appears in a top hat throwing books on a fire.)  In 1873, Comstock successfully lobbied Con-
gress to pass a law allowing the Post Office to seize obscene material and, at age 28, got him-
self appointed as a special agent to enforce the law.  When he successfully prosecuted a seller 
of “indecent” books, his Society would get half of the fine.  By the early 1900s, Comstock 
boasted that he had destroyed more than 160 tons of objectionable publications, most of which 
would be considered tame by today’s standards.  In this letter dated November 25, 1881, Com-
stock writes to James A. Bradley, stiff-necked father of Asbury Park, and offers to serve as an 
expert witness to suppress an obscene book (unidentified), “especially . . . if it is a cheap edi-
tion.”  Comstock declared, “This book and another one called ‘Decameron’  [undoubtedly a ref-
erence to Giovanni Boccaccio’s classic] have been . . . made to serve the foul purposes of vile 
men.”  
 
The November 30, 1881, Red Bank Register reported that Bradley had booksellers David S. 
Knox and Hiram Dayton, based on Broadway, New York City, arrested after they tried to ped-
dle Heptameron, a 16th century collection of ribald tales inspired by Decameron.  While the 
Register applauded Bradley for his efforts to preserve Asbury Park from “contaminating influ-
ences,” the Shore Press came out in favor of the defendants, stating that the book was in 
“almost every library of any size in the country” and “no more obscene than certain parts of 
Shakespeare.”  On February 14-15, 1882, Knox and Dayton were tried in Quarter Sessions 
court for selling obscene literature, with Bradley as chief witness; the pair were found not 
guilty.  Comstock did not testify and it is not known if he was present at the trial. 
 
Noble, William.  Bookbanning in America: 
Who Bans Books? – and Why.  Middlebury, 
VT: Paul S. Eriksonn, 1990, pp. 98-101. 
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Mount Pleasant Residents Object to Tavern, 1883 
 
An 1838 New Jersey law enabled residents who lived near a tavern an opportunity to object to 
the granting of an annual license.  In this example of a “Remonstrance,” residents resist the 
transfer of a license, stating that those who frequent the Mount Pleasant Hotel tavern spend 
“their hard earned money for Rum or Beer” and deprive their families of the support they are 
entitled to.”  Further, they aver that the “applicant is no better calculated to keep a public house 
than the present occupant. [There] has been a succession of drunken scenes such as men & 
women & children should not be forced to witness & listen to the profane and vulgar language 
coming from the stoop and road. . . .”  Note that the men signed the remonstrance in one col-
umn and the women in another and that at the bottom, the document states, “In every case 
where the married Ladies signed it was with the full knowledge & consent of their husbands.”  
The first female signer, Mrs. Mary Voorhees, was the wife of Daniel Voorhees, a miller. Other 
female signers included widows Mary Ryer and Sarah Conover.  Professions of male signers 
included carpenter, farmer, harness maker, stone mason, and shoemaker.  Several of the signers, 
including Mary Voorhees, had teenage or younger children.  The Mount Pleasant Hotel had al-
ready been operating for more than a century and would continue for many more years under a 
variety of names.  At the time of this document, the village of Mount Pleasant was in Matawan 
but it is now in Aberdeen Township.   

 
Henderson, Helen.  
Around Matawan 
and Aberdeen.  Im-
ages of America.  
Arcadia, 1996, p. 
102. 
 
Henderson, Helen.  
Matawan and Ab-
erdeen: Of Town 
and Field.  Making 
of America.  Arca-
dia, 2003, p. 29. 
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Unrequited Gay Love Leads to Shooting, 1891 
 
On May 9, 1891, in Asbury Park, Augustus Aldridge of Long Branch and New York shot 
Robert Beebe in the right arm.  He was indicted for Assault & Battery with Intent to Kill.  
Aldridge tried to plead guilty to Assault & Battery but the prosecutor would not accept his 
plea and he pleaded not guilty.  He was convicted and sentenced to five years at hard labor. 
Correspondence in the case file reveals that Aldridge was totally smitten with Beebe. On 
April 26, he wrote [with original spelling]: 
 
Ah, yes, god alone only knows the sorrow that filled my heart as the train that carried you 
from me rolled out of the depot at Jersey City.  But still I hope, and trust, and pray that the 
time is not far off when we will again be united stronger in friendship and love, and that 
heaven may be merciful in spairing the pain of seperating again. . . . I have never met any-
one in my life who I have taken such a liken to as I have to you.”  Near the end of his long 
letter, he included a verse, “I look down a shadowy track, Lit up by sunny gleams, And to 
my side comes smiling back, A friend of by-gone dreams. 
 
After Beebe visited Aldridge, he stated in a letter on May 5, “I will never be able to trust 
you again.  Now I think it better for us both if this friendship of ours is ended right here.” 
Apparently, Aldridge couldn’t accept the rejection and a confrontation led to the shooting. 
 
“Forty-Five Indicted,” Red Bank Register, May 20, 1891, p. 1. 
 
“Monmouth Courts,” Keyport Weekly, May 23, 1891, p. 3. 
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Genealogist Requests Land Documents, 1893 
 
Back in the days before photocopiers and scanners, G.G. Corey, whose stationery indicates that 
he was both a genealogist and an award winning rubber stamp manufacturer of Saint John, New 
Brunswick, Canada, wrote to the Monmouth County “Recorder of Deeds and Wills” on May 
21, 1893, requesting copies of any documents pertaining to Polly Drake, Polly Merritt, or Solo-
mon Dingee between 1715 and 1847.  While County Clerk John T. Haight may have thought 
that Corey was making a genealogical request for a client, actually he was a principal heir of 
Dingee, who had died in 1836 in Gagetown, New Brunswick, at the age of 80.  The Dingees 
were a French family that had come to America in the 17th century and settled in Westchester 
County, New York, where Solomon was born in 1755.  His mother died at his birth and when 
his father died as well, he was adopted by his aunt Polly Merritt, the widow of Roger Merritt 
and previously the widow of a man named Drake.  Polly, though not particularly wealthy, had 
vast land holdings from Drake that she leased for ninety-nine years in 1774.  In 1783, like many 
other American Loyalists, Solomon Dingee relocated to Canada, where he settled in Gagetown.  
Some time after the lease expired, his heirs, including G.G. Corey, sought to recover Polly’s 
property.  Probably prompted by this legal action, Corey’s letter was an attempt to discover land 
in Monmouth County once owned by his ancestors, who are not listed in the Archives’ deed 
indexes. 
 
Johnson, Daniel Fred.  New Brunswick [Canada] Vital Statistics from Newspapers, Volumes 
89-91.  New Brunswick: New Brunswick Genealogical Society, 2002.  Via Google Books. 
 
Portrait and Biographical Record of DuPage and Cook Counties, Illinois. . . . 1894.  p. 429.  
Via Google Books. 
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Habitual Drunkard Parker Dennis Pays $1 Fine 
 
On May 12, 1896, night watchman Benjamin Smith complained that on May 11, Parker Dennis 
of Keyport was on the streets and using “loud, offensive and indecent language.”  This 1891 
series U.S. Treasury note was paid in 1896 by Dennis for drunkenness and, for reasons un-
known, Justice of the Peace David Warner of Keyport filed it with his records. The note fea-
tures an image of Edwin M. Stanton (1814-1869), an attorney best known for serving as Secre-
tary of War in Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet during the Civil War.  On his deathbed, Stanton was 
sworn in as a Supreme Court Justice, thus making him the shortest serving member, since he 
died only four days later.   
 
Much less is known about Parker Dennis but on June 3, 1903, the Red Bank Register reported a 
crackdown in Keyport in which Dennis, “an old offender, was arrested again and fined $4.50. It 
is said that other habitual drunkards will be similarly dealt with.  Heretofore drunk and disor-
derly persons at Keyport have been practically free from arrest. . . .”  
 
Alcohol abusers such as Parker Dennis fueled arguments for Prohibition, which went into effect 
January 17, 1920, as per the Eighteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  (New Jersey did 
not ratify that amendment until March 9, 1922.)  The Twenty-First Amendment, ratified De-
cember 5, 1933, repealed the Eighteenth. 

59 



60 



Property Taxes on President Chester A. Arthur’s Estate, Elberon, 1897 
 

In 1871, President Grant appointed Republican Chester Alan Arthur to the well-paid posi-
tion of Collector of Customs of the Port of New York, where he supervised nearly one 
thousand officials.  Arthur, an attorney who had done a fine job as quartermaster general 
in New York during the Civil War, purchased a summer home in Elberon, on Park Ave-
nue near the beach, in 1874.  Elected Vice-President in 1880, he succeeded the assassi-
nated James Garfield after the president’s death, at his own summer home in Elberon, in 
1881.  Arthur then became one of the seven presidents who worshipped at the St. James 
Protestant Episcopal Chapel, now known as The Church of the Presidents, in Elberon.   
 
A “Stalwart” Republican, President Arthur gained the respect of both major political par-
ties for his support of civil service reform but was not nominated by his party for the 
presidency in the election of 1884 which was won by the Democrat, Grover Cleveland.  
Suffering from nephritis, Arthur ordered that both his public and private archives be 
burned shortly before his death on November 18, 1886.  Already a widower, he left his 
estate in trust to his children, Chester Alan and Ellen H., until his son turned thirty years 
old.   
 
In the note on display, dated April 26, 1897, Ocean Township tax collector William R. 
Joline certifies that seven years of back taxes owed on Arthur’s property have been paid.  
Two months later, Chester Alan Arthur II, who had turned thirty in 1894, acquired and 
sold the property. 
 
Garraty, John A., ed.  Encyclopedia of American Biography (1974), pp. 40-41. 
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Doctor Makes 268 House Calls to Josephine Hoey 
 
Actress Josephine Hoey, née Shaw, seen here in an 1863 portrait photo by Charles D. Fredricks 
& Co., New York, was born in Liverpool in 1824.  She performed on stage with Joe Jefferson 
and other prominent actors before retiring in 1865.  After her marriage to William H. Russell 
ended in divorce due to his desertion, she married John Hoey, who adopted her two sons.  With 
Hoey, she had another son and a daughter.  An express service operator, John died in 1892 and 
Josephine succumbed to cancer in July 1896 at their large Hollywood estate on Cedar Avenue, 
Long Branch. After her death, fourteen law suits were filed in Circuit Court to recover $20,000 
in debts.  The Court removed the executors (two sons and the daughter) and appointed an ad-
ministrator. After four years of litigation, the creditors were paid after the Court ordered that 
some bequests be refunded.  
 
One creditor was a physician, James Chasey of Long Branch.  From September 1895 to July 
1896, Dr. Chasey made 268 visits to Josephine Hoey, as well as two trips to New York to see a 
specialist.  Chasey sued her estate in Circuit Court for $969.75.  His charges included $3.00 per 
visit, medicine (probably morphine), expenses for the New York trips, and interest, as seen in 
the document in the exhibit.  Although most doctors today do not make house calls, Medicare 
pays 80% of the cost of a home visit, after the annual deductible is paid. 
 
“An Estate Settled; the Last Creditors of Mrs. Josephine Hoey Get Their Money,” Red Bank 
Register, August 14, 1901, p. 2. 
 
“Josephine Hoey, also known as Josephine Shaw,” 
portrait photograph, University of Washington Li-
braries, Special Collections, ACT 305. 
 
“Home Visit Physicians” http://
homevisitdocs.com/faq Last accessed: May 14, 
2012. 
 
“Mrs. Josephine Hoey [obituary],” Red Bank Reg-
ister, July 29, 1896, p. 1. 
 
“With GPS and a Car, the Doctor Is In” http://
reesenews.org/2010/11/09/the-doctor-is-in/4597/  
Last accessed: May 14, 2012. 
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Mother Complains about Daughter’s Behavior, 1900 
 
Born about 1850, Jacob Cox of Imlaystown was a farm laborer.  Marrying in the early 1870s, 
he and his wife Sarah J. had eight children, of whom six were alive in 1900.  By then, Sarah 
was a poor widow living in Allentown with her 26-year-old son Eugene, a day laborer, and two 
daughters, Eva, 15, and Anna, 10.  She sent Eva to work as a servant in various homes, includ-
ing that of a farmer named Charles R. Tilton in Hamilton Township, where she was recorded in 
the 1900 census. But Eva always ran away from her employers.  
 
Exasperated, her mother Sarah went to Justice of the Peace John W. Long on August 10, 1900, 
and asked that Eva be arrested.  In the complaint, Eva is described as “incorrigible, being a tru-
ant, leaving her home without my consent and in spite of my protest and remaining away for 
days . . . and consorting with low characters, and will not obey her mother in any thing told her 
to do for her good. . . . will do nothing to help in the family not even to make her own bed.  
That on the Fifth day of August A.D. 1900 she left her house and has not returned. . . .”  Ac-
cording to the Trenton Times, Justice Long did arrest Eva and sent her to Freehold where her 
subsequent fate is unknown. 
 
“Allentown,” Trenton Times, August 16, 1900, p. 3. 
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Two Stamped Envelopes, Sheridan vs. Hodnett, 1902 
 
Helen Brinsley Sheridan, et al. vs. William Hodnett, et al., was a New Jersey Supreme Court case 
that pitted close relatives against each other over an estate.  Helen (née Helen May Hodnett) had 
married Richard Brinsley Sheridan in 1895.  He served for many years as a British M.P. and was 
related to his celebrated namesake who wrote, “The School for Scandal,” in 1777.  Before 
Helen’s marriage, her aunt, Mrs. Mary A. Fitzgerald, a dressmaker known as Mme. Connolly, 
considered adopting Helen but according to one witness, came to believe that Helen and her hus-
band were swindlers.  Mary died in November 1899 and left an estate valued at between 
$500,000 and $1,000,000, some of which consisted of Ocean Township properties she purchased 
when she was the widow of an earlier husband, attorney Daniel R. Lyddy.  Mary’s last will, writ-
ten in Elberon, left a life estate to her husband, John E. Fitzgerald, after which most of her assets 
were to go to her Hodnett brothers.  After Mary’s death, Helen produced an earlier will that pro-
vided for her to get half of the estate and Mr. Fitzgerald the other half.  Mr. Fitzgerald, an attor-
ney twenty years younger than his wife, dropped dead in a New York saloon four months after 
Mary and before the matter of the wills was decided in favor of the brothers.  The approved will 
did provide for a $5,000 bequest to Helen but the executors demanded that she return a box of 
diamonds worth about $30,000 (about $775,000 today) her aunt had given her.  In this suit, Helen 
and her husband, who would desert her in 1905, unsuccessfully sued her relatives for the Mon-
mouth properties that eventually sold for a total of $285,000, all of which went to the Hodnetts. 
As part of the proceedings, NJ Supreme Court Justice J. Franklin Fort (later Governor, 1908-
1911) demanded depositions from widely located witnesses.   Two from Great Britain were sub-
mitted in the envelopes on display.  A friend of the Sheridans, Justice of the Peace John W. At-
tridge of Cork County, Ireland, stated that the diamonds were given to Helen as a belated wed-
ding present by the Fitzgeralds but another witness deposed that Mrs. Fitzgerald had subsequently 
“denounced Mrs. Sheridan in unmeasured terms” and had demanded return of her jewels.  The 
lawsuit must have been settled out of court, as no record of a decision has been found.  These fac-
similes of two envelopes include an uncommon pair of the last stamps Great Britain issued with a 
portrait of Queen Victoria during her 63-year reign (Scott #126, released July 11, 1900), and the 
first portraying King Edward VII, crowned January 22, 1901 (Scott #127).   

 
“Charge Looting of Fitzgerald Estate; Relatives of Husband of Late Mme. Connolly Will Try to 
Recover $80,000,” New York Times, March 24, 1907. 

 
“Dressmaker Leaves $350,000,” Trenton Times, August 7, 1905, p. 10. 

 
“Eager Heirs Are Sharply Rebuked,” New York Herald Tribune, January 27, 1901, p. 8. 

 
“Fitzgerald Will Probated,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, December 13, 1900, p.18. 

 
“Mme. Connolly Left Two Wills,” New York Herald, March 4, 1900, III, p. 2. 

 
“Mrs. Sheridan Gets Decree; English Court Grants Divorce. . . .” New York Times, October 18, 
1913. 
 
“Society Up to Date,” New York Evening Telegram, December 11, 1895, p. 4. 
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Lyric Hall and Garden, Asbury Park.   
Quarter Sessions Court Papers, 1906  

 
According to its letterhead, the Lyric Hall and Garden was the “Largest Afro-American Amuse-
ment Resort in America.”  In addition to providing entertainment, a billiard room, and a shaving 
parlor, Lyric Hall and Garden could supply a vocalist, dancers, a humorist (Te-Wan-Ka), and 
musicians for all occasions.  It was located on Springwood Avenue, within 150 feet of the 
A.M.E. Zion Church, and beginning in about 1903 was managed by W. Frank Patterson, a for-
mer journalist from Attica, Indiana, who had edited and published a Democratic newspaper, W. 
Frank Patterson’s Weekly, in Belmar, from 1892 to 1899.  The owner of the Lyric Hall and 
Garden bought it from Samuel A. Patterson (relationship to Frank not determined) after Samuel 
lost heavily from his investment in the Monmouth Trust Company of Asbury Park, which failed 
in 1903 after two directors embezzled and falsified accounts.  The new Lyric Hall owner also 
hired Frank’s wife, Kate A. Davis Patterson, as Treasurer; she had edited the Weekly in 1899 
and, as Te-Wan-Ka, traveled throughout the country as a vaudeville entertainer. 
 
On November 29, 1905, Patterson got into a fight over ownership of some music with a cus-
tomer, Daniel D. Franklin, a young carpenter who lived on Avenue A, a short distance from 
Lyric Hall.  Patterson, who threw a sickle into Franklin’s leg, was convicted of Atrocious As-
sault & Battery on February 1, 1906.  The Lyric Hall’s owner, the minister of the nearby 
church, various businessmen, a justice of the peace, and even the victim (calling Patterson a 
friend) wrote to the judge asking for leniency.  Patterson apparently had an excellent local repu-
tation and was active in the National Negro Businessmen’s League that had been founded a few 
years earlier by Booker T. Washington and other respected black leaders.  Local businessmen 
wrote that before Patterson managed Lyric Hall, it was “a very disorderly place” and that “it 
was unsafe for women to pass on that side of the street” but after he took over, they wrote, it 
had been conducted “in a highly respectable manner.”  Nevertheless, Judge John E. Foster sen-
tenced Patterson to 18 months.   
 
Patterson appealed to the New Jersey Court of Errors and Appeals but it upheld the sentence 
when Patterson did not appear on the day of the hearing.  On admission to the State Prison, he 
was described as blind in his left eye and having numerous scars on his face and arms.  After 
incarceration from July 7, 1907, to April 3, 1908, he was paroled.   
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“Charges Against Monmouth Trust Co.; Illegal and Unsafe Investments Made, Bank Examiner 
Says.”  New York Times, Feb. 18, 1903, p. 5. 
 
Descriptive List of Convicts, New Jersey State Prison, pp. 3396-3397, New Jersey State Ar-
chives. 
 
“Expressional Power of the Colored Race,” Werner’s Magazine, 26:6 (February 1901), pp. 471, 
474.  [Includes portrait of Te-Wan-ka.  Google Books] 
 
Minutes, New Jersey Court of Errors and Appeals, June 19, 1907, New Jersey State Archives. 
 
New Jersey and the Negro, A Bibliography, 1715-1966.  New Jersey Library Association, 1967. 
 
1900 U.S. Census (Frank W. and Kate A. Patterson).  Belmar, Wall, Monmouth County (via 
HeritageQuest). 
 
1910 U.S. Census (Daniel D. Franklin). Asbury Park Ward 1, Monmouth, New Jersey (via An-
cestry.com) 
 
State vs. W. Frank Patterson, Quarter Sessions records, Monmouth County Archives. 
 
“Threw Sickle; Goes to Jail,” Asbury Park Morning Press, July 4, 1907, p. 4. 
 
“Trust Officials Guilty; Verdict Against Twining and Cornell of Monmouth Company—
Accused of Falsifying Accounts of Asbury Park Institution.”  New York Times, Dec. 29, 1903, 
p. 1. 
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1908 Automobile Accident in Freehold 
 

Charles W. Bell, a paper manufacturer in Chicago, owned a Maxwell, an automobile introduced 
in 1904 and later the subject of many jokes by Jack Benny.   In 1908, Bell followed a red Rain-
ier luxury sedan north from Lakewood, driven by the chauffeur for Brooklyn resident Mrs. 
Louise S. Sutton, wife of wealthy exporter Francis M. Sutton.  Bell stayed far enough back to 
“avoid the dust.”  As they entered Freehold, they slowed down to 10 to 20 miles per hour in ac-
cordance with the strictly enforced speed limit.  Bell’s Maxwell closed the gap and then the 
Rainier, from the right side of the road, made a sudden sharp swerve to the left to make a turn.  
Bell tried to avoid the collision but the front of his Maxwell went into the wheel of the Rainier.  
As recounted by a witness, Bell’s brother William, in the excerpt of the deposition on display, 
the Maxwell was slightly damaged and the Bells took it to a mechanic, who fixed it for twenty-
five cents.  Mrs. Sutton, however, sued Charles Bell for damages in Monmouth County Circuit 
Court and was awarded $263.27.   
 
In February 1912, Mrs. Sutton brought a separation suit against her husband in the Brooklyn 
Supreme Court, asking for counsel fees and alimony.  She claimed that her monthly expenses 
were averaging $574, of which $150 was for “car fare, luncheons, hire of conveyances, enter-
tainment, and amusement.”  Mr. Sutton countered that he gave his wife the house and $10,000 
three years ago, along with a $250 monthly allowance (about $6,000 in 2012 dollars), and was 
paying their son Sherwood’s college expenses at Princeton University.  In October 1914, she 
testified that their marital troubles began fifteen years earlier when her husband hired “a colored 
man” to keep her mother away from their other house in Allenhurst.  
 
“’Destitute on $250 a Month; Mrs. Sutton Says High Cost of Living Is Responsible,” New York 
Times, February 21, 1912, p. 1. 
 
“Mrs. Sutton Tells of Domestic Woe; Says Husband Many Times Accused Her Falsely of Im-
proper Behavior; On Stand in Separation Suit,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, October 16, 1914, pp. 1-
2. 
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New Jersey’s First Triple Electrocution, 1915 
 

Born in 1873, vegetable dealer Charles A. Ely of Freehold was working with Richard Sparks and 
George Green on September 9, 1914.  They robbed him of $27 after Green fatally struck Ely over the 
head with a heavy piece of iron.  Ely was survived by his wife Nora, whom he married in 1899.  At the 
trial in the Court of Oyer and Terminer which began on November 12, Sparks and Green were defended 
by State Senator John W. Slocum, A.J. Stokes, and Andrew Conover of Freehold.  The defendants were 
quickly found guilty of murder in the first degree.   
 
On January 5, 1915, in the State Prison in Trenton, Sparks, 17, and Green, 24, were electrocuted by E.M. 
Curry of the Massachusetts penitentiary at 8:15am and 8:30am, respectively.  After Green died, the 
Keeper of the State Prison, Thomas B. Madden, had the witnesses sign the document on display.  A third 
murderer, Griffin J. Johnson, was also executed on the same day for killing Laura Smith near Riverton 
in Burlington County during a quarrel over money.   
 
The Associated Press distributed news of the state’s first triple electrocution and stories were published 
coast to coast.  Including the three on January 5, New Jersey had executed 38 men since the electric 
chair was installed seven years previously. Between 1690 and 1963, at least 361 people were legally 
executed in New Jersey. 
 
Executions by State.  http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/documents/ESPYstate.pdf 
 
“First Degree Verdict Against Men Charged with Killing Charles Ely,” Red Bank Register, November 
11, 1918, p. 1. 
 
“Place Three More in Death Chamber,” Trenton Evening Times, November 28, 1914, p. 6. 
 
“Three Die in Electric Chair,” Oakland Tribune, January 6, 1915, p. 11. 
 
“Three Men Pay Death Penalty; Negroes Are Electrocuted for Murder in New Jersey,” Galveston Daily 
News, January 6, 1915, p. 8. 
 
“Try Negroes in New Jersey,” Mason City [Iowa] Globe Gazette, November 12, 1914, p. 6. 
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Walter Reade Convicted of Entertainment on Sunday, 1922 
 
Blue laws in New Jersey go back at least to 1677, when East New Jersey banned the “singing of 
vain songs or tunes” on the Christian Sabbath.  In 1921, Walter Reade (1884-1952), the founder 
of a chain of theaters that began in Asbury Park, was indicted for “disorderly house” in the 
Monmouth Oyer and Terminer Court for an event at the St. James Theatre at the corner of St. 
James Place and Cookman Avenue on June 6, 1920.  According to the indictment on exhibit, he 
“did maintain a moving picture exhibition so called and vaudeville and theatrical performances 
and worldly employment and amusement and sports and business and plays and singing and 
fiddling and other music for the sake of merriment” on a Sunday.  He was also indicted for pro-
grams on the same day at two other theaters in Asbury Park, the Savoy in the rear of 716 Matti-
son Avenue and another (unnamed) at 21 Main Street.  Reade was convicted on May 11, 1922, 
in Quarter Sessions court and fined $600.  The Red Bank Register noted on August 1, 1923, that 
“Walter Reade’s theater was stopped by the sheriff from showing Sunday pictures and Mr. 
Reade was fined, while other moving picture places in the county were allowed to run on Sun-
day unmolested.”  By the 1950s, the Reade national chain included eighty movie theaters.  Af-
ter Reade’s death, his son, 
Walter Reade Jr., ran the busi-
ness until killed in a skiing ac-
cident in 1973. 
 
 
 
“Republicans Are Scared,” Red 
Bank Register, August 1, 1923, 
p.1. 
 
Kaufman, Charles H. (1981). 
Music in New Jersey, 1655–
1860. Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity Press. p. 18. 
 
“Sheldon Gunsberg, 78, Film 
Producer Who Headed Theater 
Chain,” New York Times, June 
25, 1998. 
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The State vs. Pietro Bruno, Bootlegger, 1924 
 
In 1924, Pietro Bruno of Long Branch was accused of possessing 300 gallons of intoxicat-
ing liquors and two small copper stills. The Quarter Sessions indictment of December 18 
specifies that he kept it in containers ranging from five gallon cans to fifty gallon barrels.  
Although Bruno pleaded guilty, no sentencing proceedings have been found.   
 
On October 28, 1919, Congress had passed the Volstead Act, which enforced the Eight-
eenth Amendment prohibiting the "...manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating 
liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United 
States. . . ."  During Prohibition, Monmouth County became a hotbed of bootlegging ac-
tivity and associated crimes.  Monmouth’s proximity to New York made it an ideal desti-
nation for smugglers, as well as for alcohol producers.  According to historian John P. 
King, “Each week, scores of boaters sailed from [Highlands] out around Sandy Hook and 
into the ocean to Rum Row, originally three miles and later nine miles outside United 
States territorial waters.”   
 
But smuggling was risky: by December 1929, eleven rum runners in Monmouth County 
had been killed by the U.S. Coast Guard or persons unknown, out of twenty such deaths in 
all of New Jersey.  On December 5, 1933, the Twenty-First Amendment repealed Prohibi-
tion, allowing states to determine their own rules on alcohol. 
 
Blackwell, Jon.  Notorious New Jersey: 100 True Tales of Murders and Mobsters, Scan-
dals, and Scoundrels.  New Brunswick, NJ: Rivergate, 2008. 
 
“Casualty lists from 17 States Shows Prohibition Toll,” Syracuse Journal, December 15, 
1929. 
 
Joynson, George.  Wicked Monmouth County.  Charleston, SC: History Press, 2010. 
 
 
King, John P.  Wicked Tales from the Highlands.  Charleston, SC: History Press, 2011, p. 
56. 
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Rumson-Sea Bright Bridge S-32, 1951 
 

The first Rumson to Sea Bright bridge was built in 1870 and has been followed by three more.  
Seen here in photographs before the fourth and current bridge opened on February 13, 1951 
(note the autos on both sides of the road facing the same direction), the four-lane bridge was 
built in 1949-1951 to replace an earlier two-lane swing span, also on display, built in 1907 and  
located a short distance south of the existing structure. The 1951 Moderne style bridge is 661 
feet long and comprised of seven approach spans, two flanking spans, and the main double leaf 
bascule span.  (In a bascule, when one end is lowered, the other is raised.)  Howard, Needles, 
Tammen & Bergendoff served as consulting engineers on the project, while Ole Hansen & 
Sons, Inc. was the contractor.  The total cost of the bridge was more than $1.4 million (about 
$12.6 million in today’s dollars), of which the federal government provided $600,000.   
 
The exhibit items are from the Monmouth County’s Transportation Department’s discontinued 
card file, arranged by bridge number, now in the Monmouth County Archives, with images of 
the county’s bridges and notes about when they were inspected.   
 
Currently, Monmouth County is conducting a study for major rehabilitation or replacement of 
S-32.   
 
 
Monmouth County Bridge and Road Projects.  http://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?Id=3993 
 
“Sea Bright 
Span 
Opened,” New 
York Times, 
February 14, 
1951, p. 31. 
 
Additional 
information 
provided by 
Inkyung 
Englehart, 
Transportation 
Department, 
June 13, 2012. 
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Shailesh and Neema Amin, Asian Indians, Red Bank, 1983 
 
Shailesh Amin, seen with his wife Neema in this photograph published in the Red Bank Regis-
ter on February 20, 1983, emigrated from Mumbai (then called Bombay) in 1971.  He returned 
to India once to marry Neema in 1977 and became a U.S. citizen in 1978.  Shailesh studied 
medical technology but in 1981 became the proud owner of a news stand, the Monmouth Cigar 
and Candy Store, at 2 Monmouth Street, Red Bank.  He and his wife, who had two small chil-
dren at the time of this article, kept the store open 88 ½ hours per week and lived a few doors 
away.  Mr. Amin said that he enjoyed his work because he liked the people he met.  Remarka-
bly, his three brothers and one sister also owned and operated news stands in Roselle Park, 
Passaic Park, Rutherford, and Jersey City.  After a few years, the Amins moved to Belleville 
where until 2007 they operated a similar store called Tobacco King. During this time, Shailesh 
also held a full time job as a lab technician for about ten years.  He and his two sons were 
greatly saddened when Neema died in June 2012. 
 
Asian Indians, sometimes called Indian Americans, are one of the fastest growing subgroups in 
the United States; New Jersey, with nearly 300,000, ranks third in Asian Indian population after 
California and New York.  The Amins were among only 21% who arrived before 1980. The 
number of New Jersey’s Asian Indians more than doubled (113% increase) between 2000 and 
2009.  72% in 2000 were foreign-born immigrants.  Among ethnic groups in the United States, 
they rank among the highest in educational attainment, as nearly 40% have professional de-
grees.  They also have the highest median household income, with more than $90,000 in 2010. 
 
 
Census Profile: New Jersey’s Asian American Population.  No date [circa 2001.]  Web. 
 
Central Regional Community Fact Book.  Monmouth County Edition.  NJ Department of Labor 
and Work Force Development, April 2011, p. 10. Web. 
 
Population by Race and Hispanic or Latino Origin.  New Jersey, Counties and Selected Mu-
nicipalities: 1980, 1990 and 2000.  State of New Jersey, June 2001. Web. 
 
Monmouth—Ocean, NJ – Profiles – Diversity Data.  Diversitydata-archive.org. Web. 
 
Monmouth County Profile, 2010.  Monmouth County Planning Board, September 2010.  Web. 
 
“Native of India proud his patrons read all about it,” Red Bank Register, February 20, 1983, p. 
15. 
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The Monmouth County Flag 
 
This February 1986 photograph taken by the late Paul DeNucci, County Photographer, shows 
County Clerk Jane G. Clayton, the founder of the Monmouth County Archives, receiving a 
Monmouth County flag from a New Jersey Bell representative.  At the time, the Monmouth 
County Library, where the Archives would be established the following year, was under con-
struction. William L. Ulrich, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders, recounted the history of 
the county flag in This Is Monmouth County, New Jersey, first published in 1969.  On May 4, 
1955, at a meeting of the Board, Edward H. Feltus III, Director of the Monmouth County His-
torical Association, proposed that a county flag be adopted and that students submit designs.  
The Board adopted a resolution on May 18 and appointed Feltus and three others to a commit-
tee to judge the contest.  The results were reported on February 1, 1956, and the selected flag 
was presented and approved by the Board.  Cynthia Canning, Asbury Park High School Class 
of 1956, was the winner.  Formerly from Wilmington, Delaware, Ms. Canning had begun at-
tending the school as a junior and was planning to attend Cornell and pursue a career in adver-
tising and design.  The flag includes the date 1683 and the motto, “Per Primas In Glo-
ria” [Among the first in glory].  The circle in the center, which is unrelated to any official seal, 
contains four quadrants symbolizing agriculture, manufacturing, seafood, and boating, all im-
portant economic and recreational aspects of Monmouth County.   
 
Mayer, Karl S., ed. Driftwood, 1956.  Asbury Park High School. [Yearbook, including photo-
graph of Cynthia Canning, collection of Asbury Park Public Library]. 
 
“Other County Action,” Red Bank Register, February 16, 1956, p. 2. 
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County Clerk M. Claire French with Other Officials, 2006 
 
After succeeding Jane G. Clayton as County Clerk in 1997, M. Claire French, who has 
held various public offices since 1979, became a statewide leader in the use of tech-
nology for archives and records management.  She introduced electronic recording for 
land documents in 2003 and since then, twelve other New Jersey counties have be-
come part of the same system.  eRecording is now available for 108 land and other 
document types and many Monmouth County documents can now be searched online 
back to 1976.  In addition to Recording, French also has responsibilities for Archives 
and Elections.  Soon after she became County Clerk, the Archives obtained its first 
scanner and since then has become very active in digital imaging.  In Elections, she 
replaced the old manual voting machines with electronic ones; New Jersey held its 
first all-electronic voting in 2006, the year this photo was taken by Chuck Steiner of 
the Archives staff.   
 
Claire French is seated on the right.  Next to her is now former Secretary of State Nina 
Mitchell Wells, who supervised the New Jersey State Archives.  Standing behind them 
are the members of the 2006 Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders, left to 
right, Theodore J. Narozanick, whose responsibilities included Library Services; Anna 
C. Little, who sang the National Anthem at Archives and History Day; Robert D. 
Clifton, now a member of the New Jersey General Assembly; Lillian G. Burry, who is 
still on the Board and whose purview encompasses Library Services; and William C. 
Barham, a former chief of the Monmouth Beach Fire Department.   
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