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Division of Planning 

 

                                       
                  

Minutes for a Regular Meeting of the 

MONMOUTH COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 

Wednesday, November 5, 2014, 7:30 PM 

Agricultural Building 

4000 Kozloski Road 

 Freehold, New Jersey 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 

Chairman Potter read the “Open Public Meetings Act” Compliance Statement. 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Present: Bullock, Buscaglia, Butch, Clayton, DeFelice, Giambrone, Holmes, Potter, Sciarappa 

Staff:  Beekman, Brennen, Brockwell, Honigfeld 

Representatives: Gruzlovic, Jacoby 

Public: Donna Rue, Lori Rue, Ann Van Hise, Casey Jansen 

 

MINUTES:  

Ms. Butch recommended two edits to the draft minutes. Mr. Bullock made a motion to approve the regular 

session minutes of the October meeting with the corrections. Mr. DeFelice seconded the motion that was 

approved by roll call vote, with abstentions from Holmes and Giambrone. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 

None 

 

REGULAR REPORTS: 

A. Chairman: Mr. Potter noted that ballot question 2 concerning funding for open space, farmland 

preservation, and historic programs passed. 

B. State:  Ms. Gruzlovic reiterated the passing of ballot question 2 that was approved by 65% of the vote.  

C. Staff:  Ms. Honigfeld reported on a potential grant application to the federal government for Readiness 

and Environmental Protection Integration Program (REPI) funds to buffer Naval Weapons Station Earle 

by preserving nearby open space and farmland.  The Park System would be the lead partner.  Members 

considered whether to adopt a resolution or write a letter of support.  Mr. Holmes made a motion to 

prepare a letter of support for the grant application. Ms. Butch seconded, and the motion passed on voice 

vote.  
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D. Rutgers Cooperative Extension:  Dr. Sciarappa provided a summary of a recent meeting in Delaware and 

gave an overview of his soil health project.  He also reported on the 100-year anniversary event for the 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension Agency. 

E. Municipal Representatives:  

 Colts Neck – Mr. Jacoby expressed interest in the REPI grant project described by staff and would like 

more information as to how the township can benefit from the grant funding. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Resolution Recognizing Contributions of Joseph McCarthy:  Chairman Potter read the resolution 

that highlighted the many contributions that former Chairman McCarthy made to the MCADB.  Mr. 

Buscaglia made a motion to approve the resolution. Mr. Giambrone seconded.  Mr. Potter asked if he 

could be listed as the motion maker to acknowledge his gratitude for Mr. McCarthy.  The motion was 

approved by roll call vote with enthusiasm. 

 Division of Premises Request (Bl 15.01, L 18 & p/o Lot 17; Bl 16 L 12 and Bl 15.01 p/o L 17; Bl 15, 

L 17.02  Upper Freehold) Mr. Holmes recused himself. Ms. Honigfeld gave an overview of the latest 

division of premises request for the Rue farm, a preliminary step in the sale of a portion of the farm to 

Holland Greenhouses, Inc.  As with the prior division request in 2013, the family intends to sell 

approximately 79 acres to Holland Greenhouses. The owner plans to erect climate-controlled 

greenhouses to expand his existing wholesale herb and vegetable business and grow cut flowers, field 

crops, and herbs outside the structures. Although the SADC approved the previous division it voted 

against the greenhouse proposal out of concern that the related soil disturbance would violate the deed of 

easement. The new parcel targeted for sale is on a very level section of the farm and would not require 

re-grading. Ms. Butch made a motion to approve the division. Mr. Buscaglia seconded the motion that 

was approved by roll call vote.  Lori Rue spoke at length about the family’s frustrations with the 

SADC’s handling of the matter, the direction the agency has been moving on the soil disturbance issue, 

and the potential to hinder cutting-edge businesses like Holland Greenhouses.   

 

RIGHT TO FARM: 

 Status Reports: Ms.Brockwell updated the board on pending applications. 

 Memorialization of Commercial Farm Eligibility Hearing – Request for SSAMP Determination 

(Block 742, Lot 22 – Barbee Lane, Township of Wall): 

 Board attorney, Christopher Beekman, explained that adoption of a written resolution for the 

 commercial farm eligibility component of the hearing will be postponed until after a SSAMP review has 

 been concluded.  Therefore, this agenda item was tabled until a later date. 

 Right to Farm Complaint Dismissal (Block 153, Lot 11 – Marlboro): Ms. Brockwell provided an 

overview of the complaint to the board.  In researching the complaint, the owner of block 153, lot 11 

explained that there is currently only minor agricultural production on the site and there is not enough 

income to meet the $2,500 threshold that is required for eligibility under the Right to Farm Act.  

Similarly, the property does not receive farmland assessment taxation treatment currently.  No parties 

involved in the complaint attended the hearing, and there were no questions from the audience. 

 

Mr. Bullock made a motion to dismiss the complaint based on not meeting the standards for commercial 

farm eligibility.  Mr. DeFelice seconded the motion that was approved by roll call vote. 
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Mr. DeFelice expressed his thanks to Chairman Potter for the letter he submitted on behalf of the MCADB 

as it related to events in the recent election that caused some distortion of facts. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at 7:30 PM at the Agricultural Building. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM by voice vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


