
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes for a Regular Meeting of the 

MONMOUTH COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 

Tuesday, July 1, 2014, 7:33 PM 

Freeholders’ Meeting Room, Hall of Records 

One East Main Street, Freehold, New Jersey 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Present: Bullock, Buscaglia, Butch, Clayton, DeFelice, Foster, Grbelja, Holmes, Potter, 

Sciarappa 

Staff:  Beekman, Brockwell, Honigfeld 

Representatives: Gruzlovic (SADC) 

Public: John S. Sopko, Marlys Potter, Bill & Joan Kenneally, Loreto Riesco, Agnes Jenners, 

Ruth Brant, Nancy Orlando, William Cseh, The Lomet Family, Roelof & Kristen 

Irausquin, Jim & Terrie Mahedy, John & Debbie Mullen, Anne Lodico, Rose Mahedy, 

Mike & Marianne Corso, Clint Hoffman, George Newberry, Mary OBeirne, Tom & Janet 

Schneider, Patty Pyburn, Connor Pyburn, Chris Bartlett, Kevin Brennan, Mark Mako, 

Matthew Peluso, Esq., Sean Kean, Esq., John Giunco, Esq., Roger McLaughlin, Esq., 

Rick & Monica LaRue, Gina ? (illegible on sign in sheet), Betsy ? (illegible on sign in 

sheet), Scott Kenneally, Sue Ann Kloberg, Kevin Kloberg, Sean Kloberg, Tyler Kloberg, 

Hope Gruzlovic, Jack McNaboe, Bob Faber  

 

MINUTES:  
Ms. Butch made a correction to the May regular session minutes. Ms. Grbelja made a motion to approve the 

minutes as amended and Mr. DeFelice seconded the motion.  May regular session minutes were approved with 

correction. 

 

Ms. Butch made a motion to approve the June 2014 regular session minutes.  Mr. Bullock seconded the motion 

that was approved with Mr. Holmes abstaining.   

 

Ms. Grbelja made a motion to approve the June 2014 executive session minutes.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion 

that was approved with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 

None 

 

REGULAR REPORTS: 

A. Chairman: No Report. 

B. State:  No Report.  
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C. Staff:  An update regarding the Open Space, Farmland, and Historic Preservation Funding was 

provided.  

D. Rutgers Cooperative Extension:  Dr. Sciarappa provided reports regarding many of the events in 

the June RCE newsletter as well as the status of sweet corn and blueberry crops.  He also shared 

the success of the recent Horse Panel event that was held to celebrate June’s horse month. 

E. Municipal Representatives: No reports.  

 

CORRECTIVE ACTION:  Corrective action was taken concerning an Executive Session Motion for 

the June 3, 2014 meeting.  By accident, the board neglected to make a motion to go into Executive 

Session.  MCADB counsel requested that this be corrected.  Ms. Grbelja made a motion to go into 

Executive Session retroactively and Ms. Butch seconded the motion.  A roll call was taken and the 

motion successfully carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

None 

 

RIGHT TO FARM ISSUES: 

 Status Reports:  In addition to the matters to be heard on this agenda, there is one SSAMP 

application pending for a beginning Christmas tree farm in Freehold Township.  This matter is 

still under review. 

  

 Memorialization of SSAMP Resolutions for the LaRue SSAMP Request (Block 50, Lot 6.07 

UFT): 

 

Resolution 2014-06-01:  Ms. Butch made a motion to approve the resolution as drafted, Ms. 

Grbelja seconded the motion that was approved by roll call vote with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 

 

Resolution 2014-06-02: Ms. Grbelja made a motion to approve the resolution as drafted, Mr. 

Bullock seconded the motion that was approved by roll call vote with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 

 

Resolution 2014-06-03: Mr. DeFelice made a motion to approve the resolution as drafted, Ms. 

Butch seconded the motion that was approved by roll call vote with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 

 

Resolution 2014-06-04: Ms. Butch made a motion to approve the resolution as drafted, Mr. 

Bullock seconded the motion that was approved by roll call vote with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 

 

Resolution 2014-06-05: Ms. Butch made a motion to approve the resolution as drafted, Ms. 

Grbelja seconded the motion that was approved by roll call vote with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 

 

Resolution 2014-06-06: Mr. Potter made a motion to approve the resolution.  Ms. Butch 

requested that the draft be amended to clarify the use of the sawmill. Mr. DeFelice seconded the 

motion with amendments that was approved by roll call vote with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 
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Resolution 2014-06-07:  Mr. Bullock made a motion to approve the resolution.  Ms. Butch 

requested amendments to the draft.  Mr. DeFelice seconded the motion with amendments that 

was approved by roll call vote with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 

 

Resolution 2014-06-08: Mr. Potter made a motion to approve the resolution as drafted, Mr. 

Buscaglia seconded the motion that was approved by roll call vote with Mr. Holmes abstaining. 

 

 CLC Farms LLC SSAMP Request – Eligibility (Block 742, Lot 22- Township of Wall): 
Christopher Beekman, Esq., attorney for the board, announced that opposing counsels had just 

requested that the matter be adjourned until the September 2, 2014 meeting.  Counsel agreed to 

the adjournment for opposing counsel’s testimony, but allowed the applicant’s attorney to begin 

their testimony before the board as it relates to eligibility.  Staff provided an introductory 

presentation regarding the property, application, and overview of the eligibility criteria to be 

examined.   

 

John Giunco, Esq., attorney for CLC Farms LLC, provided testimony to the board regarding the 

operations eligibility as a commercial farm.  He provided information about the zoning, farmland 

assessment taxation treatment, Master Plan conformance, and agricultural production sales.  He 

provided 3 sales to support the production from the property.   

 

He also provided information regarding the umbrella of CLC companies, which include 

construction, landscape installation and pool building, in addition to the CLC Farms company.  

He clarified that each company is independent and that the CLC Farms company is completely 

separate to the landscape installation company that is located in Bound Brook. 

 

Mr. Giunco entered the following into evidence: 

Exhibit A-1:  Invoice and cancelled check for sale of mulch off CLC Farms in 2014 

Exhibit A-2:  Invoice and cancelled deposit check for CLC Farm sale from April 2014 

Exhibit A-3:  Invoice and cancelled check for the sale of nursery stock from June 2014 

Exhibit A-4:  Township of Wall Land Use document for RR-6 zone 

Exhibit A-5:  Township of Wall Master Plan 

Exhibit A-6:  Township of Wall Master Plan re-examination 

 

Mr. Beekman swore in the applicant, Mr. Kevin Kloberg of CLC Farms LLC, for questioning.  

Mr. Giunco asked Mr. Kloberg several questions regarding his operation and the agricultural 

production sales that were provided to demonstrate the operation is a commercial farm. 

 

Mr. Kloberg explained the following: 

o There are +/-150 different plant species available for sale on the property. 

o The first load of plant material arrived in February 2014 

o +/-8.5 acres are devoted to agriculture 

o +/-6,000 trees on-site, 0 at the time of purchase in January 2014 

o 500’ well was dug to provide drip irrigation that is controlled by a computer system 

o Rate of growth and maturity for sale is different for each species 

o The owner plans to hold each species for at least 3 years and a max of 10 years 

o All species are planted in the ground 
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o There is an 8’ nylon deer fence to protect the nursery stock 

o Plants are all hand pruned, mostly pruned in Spring and Fall 

o The company has created a Master Plan to coordinate all the plants and sales for the 

nursery stock, this includes a computer inventory system that is updated in Spring and 

Fall depending on the growth of the plants. 

o Sale 1:  Mr. Geiser, former property owner, had an old orchard on the property that was 

destroyed during Hurricane Irene.  The old orchard trees were grinded to create mulch 

that was used for the nursery and sold to other CLC company. 

o Sale 2:  The April 30
th

 sale is for the deposit that was from a job through CLC 

Construction LLC.  These plants have been taken out of inventory, but will not be dug 

until September/October 2014. 

o Sale 3:  A client in Westfield needed to replace plants after flood damage.  These plants 

were dug and delivered in June 2014. 

o Upcoming Sales – Mr. Kloberg has stated that he receives requests to sell the inventory 

regularly, however the business plan is to hold on to the stock longer in order to allow the 

plants to establish and mature. 

o The value of the plants ranges from a couple hundred dollars per plant to five thousand 

dollars per plant. 

o CLC Farms LLC has a written delivery procedure that is provided to all trucking 

companies. 

o The police have been to the property several times regarding the truck deliveries and the 

landowner has been asked to change the truck route three times. 

 

The board requested that the testimony be limited to eligibility issues only.  Mr. Giunco 

responded that the applicant had nothing more to add at this point regarding eligibility. 

 

Mr. Beekman reiterated that there will be no cross examination of the applicant until the 

September 2
nd

 hearing. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Monica LaRue requested a copy of the draft May minutes.  She continued with a statement about OPRA 

regulations regarding the use of government issued email addresses and that all board members should 

be issued official email addresses.  She also stated that the board’s resolution memorialization process 

does not have sufficient opportunity for public comment on the written resolution and that draft 

resolutions should be provided to the public.  Regarding resolution 2014-06-06, she wants the resolution 

to say that 51% of agriculture products can come from on-site, with 49% brought on from off-site.  For 

resolution 2014-06-07, she thanked Ms. Butch for the amendment that she made to the draft resolution. 

 

NEXT MEETING: Scheduled for August 5
th

, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the Freeholders Meeting Room. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Ms. Greblja made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Butch seconded the motion, and following voice 

vote the meeting ended at 8:46 PM.  


