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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the 
MONMOUTH COUNTY 

AREAWIDE WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
AMENDMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
Wednesday, November 4, 2015 11:00 AM 

Monmouth County Planning Board Conference Room  
Hall of Records Annex, One East Main Street 

Freehold, New Jersey 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
Mr. Giannell called the meeting to order at 11:03 A.M. 
  

2. COMPLIANCE STATEMENT:  Open Public Meetings Act 
Attorney Aikins offered a statement that the meeting was being held in compliance with P.L. 
1975, c.231, the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 

3. ROLL CALL – ATTENDANCE: 
Members Present: Giannell & Sampson  
Members Absent: Ettore & Grbelja 
Alternate Present: Englehart  
Staff Present: Brennen & Luby  
Counsel: Aikins 
  

4. MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT, CORRESPONDENCE AND MINUTES: 
• Meeting Minutes   

The minutes of the October 7th, 2015 meeting were reviewed. Mr. Sampson moved to 
approve the minutes and Ms. Englehart seconded the motion. The minutes were 
unanimously approved.  
 

• Activity Report:  October 1 – 28, 2015 – Ms. Brennen stated that updates will be presented 
under Old Business. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
• Status of Plan Amendments in Process with NJDEP 

o Former Marlboro Hospital Site Specific Amendment Application – Ms. Brennen 
reported that this amendment is moving forward and the notice of adoption is 
imminent. 

o Marlboro Conover Hills Revision Amendment Application - Ms. Brennen 
reported that the revision amendment was adopted by NJDEP on October 8, 
2015 and the FWSA Map will be amended accordingly. 

o Sunnyside at Howell Revision Amendment Application – Ms. Brennen reported 
that the revision amendment was adopted by NJDEP on October 19, 2015 and 
the FWSA Map will be amended accordingly. 

o Greenleaf at Howell (BJs) Revision Amendment Application – Ms. Brennen 
reported that the notice of adoption should be forthcoming and the FWSA 
Map will be amended accordingly. 
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• Friendship Circle (Marlboro) Revised Site Specific Amendment Application - Ms. Brennen 
gave a presentation of the highlights.  The location of the property is Block 172, Lots 27 
and 29 on Texas Road in Marlboro Township.  The applicant is requesting an expansion of 
the WMUA Sewer Service Area to include 5.92 of the 19.28 acres.  The plan proposes only 
an on-site lateral and limited pump station to transport effluent to the force main in Texas 
Road.  The proposed use is an instructional/recreational facility for children and 
teenagers with special needs and would yield an anticipated sewage flow of 4,500 gpd.   
 
Ms. Brennen informed the ARC Committee that staff was informed via email from 
Township Engineer Laura Neumann on October 27, 2015 that the Marlboro Township 
Zoning Board of Adjustment granted a Use Variance for the project. 
 
The applicant has had conversation with the WMUA, however, have not yet provided 
the level of detail needed to determine if it is feasible to tap into the Texas Road force 
main or, if feasible, what restrictions the WMUA might need to impose related to the flow 
or location of the connection.   
 
Attorney Aikins advised the ARC Committee that the fact that the Marlboro Township 
Zoning Board of Adjustment has granted the Use Variances is a significant difference 
from the last time the committee considered the application and, in his opinion, would 
make it appropriate for the committee to consider conditional approval at this time. 
Ms. Brennen added that NJDEP has drafted a public notice to be published in today’s 
NJDEP Bulletin.  That public notice would request public comment and request a 
resolution from the Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders.  They would have 60 
days to respond to that request for a resolution.  
 
Mr. Sampson made a motion, seconded by Ms. Englehart that the ARC recommend 
support for the Friendship Circle amendment with conditions.  After lengthy discussion on 
the conditions of approval, Attorney Aikins articulated the conditions for clarification to 
the Committee.  The first condition was subject to the WMUA approval of the applicant’s 
ultimate application; the second condition would be the WMUA issuing consent at the 
time of the public comment period with regard to the sewage expansion application; 
the third condition would be subject to any restrictions imposed by WMUA with regard to 
flow and sewer connection; and the fourth condition would be NJDEP adoption of the 
requested expansion.  Discussion followed. 
 
Attorney Steven Dalton, representing Friendship Circle, voiced his concerns regarding the 
conditions of approval.  Attorney Aikins clarified that the ARC committee is considering 
adopting a resolution recommending to the Monmouth County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders that conditional approval of the Friendship Circle application be advanced 
to the NJDEP.  From a procedural standpoint, it would be a resolution recommending the 
Monmouth County Planning Board recommend that the Monmouth County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders conditionally support the Friendship Circle application for sewer 
service area expansion. 
 
After further discussion, Attorney Aikins read into record the amended motion.  He stated 
that this would be a resolution recommending that the Monmouth County Planning 
Board recommend to the Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders conditional 
approval for the Friendship Circle sewer service area expansion with the following 
continuing conditions which are not required to be satisfied in advance;  1) Subject to 
the applicant obtaining Western Monmouth Utility Authority approval for ultimate sewer 
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connection; 2) Subject to the applicant requesting consent from the WMUA for the 
proposed sewer service area expansion; and 3) Subject to the applicants represented 
maximum flow of 4,500 gpd as reflected on the plans attached to the application dated 
July 27, 2015 and amended on August 19, 2015 and made by Friendship Circle, a New 
Jersey Corporation. 
 
Mr. Sampson amended the motion to include the new language and it was seconded 
by Ms. Englehart.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Sampson made a motion at 11:50 a.m. for a 5 minute recess, seconded by Ms. 
Englehart.  Mr. Sampson made a motion at 11:55 a.m. to resume meeting, seconded by 
Ms. Englehart, with all members present. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
• Ocean County Wastewater Management Plan – After a review of the Ocean County 

Wastewater Management Plan, Ms. Brennen offered a staff recommendation that the 
Monmouth County Planning Board support the WMP for Ocean County as submitted to 
NJDEP.  Mr. Sampson offered a motion that the Committee accept the staff 
recommendation of approval; seconded by Ms. Englehart and passed unanimously.   
 

• Atlantic Highlands Block 4, Lot 16.01 – Ms. Brennen reported that staff is providing 
assistance to Atlantic Highlands in the preparation of a Site Specific Amendment 
application that would extend the TOMSA sewer service area to include a residential lot 
where the septic system is not expected to be able to function properly due to steep 
slopes and the resulting vertical proximity of the septic system to the foundation.  She 
anticipates this Site Specific Amendment to be presented at the December 2, 2015 ARC 
meeting. 
 

• NJAC 7:15 Rule Proposal – Ms. Brennen began her review of the proposal and 
commented it appears to be an improvement over the current rules that were adopted 
in 2008 that prevented us from getting our WMP adopted.  NJDEP is attempting to 
simplify the planning process so more of the detailed work that was required at the 
planning stage is being moved to the permit stage.  That will make it easier to prepare a 
WMP and to get it adopted.  The requirements for the municipal ordinance adoptions 
are being removed.  NJDEP also made modifications to their projection methodology 
and to their nitrate dilution modeling.  Eric Pierson will be doing the technical review on 
those models and will advise if he has any recommended comments.  NJDEP is hoping to 
adopt the new rules in March, 2016.  Mr. Sampson commented that the public comment 
period on Rule NJAC 7:15 ends December 18, 2015 and requested Ms. Brennen do her 
review in November and suggested that the ARC Committee approve any comments 
on the rules at the December meeting.  Attorney Aikins commented that he would like 
Monmouth County Planning Board to be able to confirm their consent of the transfer of 
jurisdiction.  Ms. Brennen agreed to have comments drafted for the December 2, 2015 
ARC meeting that can be discussed and then turned into a comment letter, therefore, 
meeting the deadline. 
 

7. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
None 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT: 
A motion was made by Mr. Sampson and seconded by Ms. Englehart to adjourn at 12:07 p.m. 
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Adopted December 2, 2015 


