
MONMOUTH COUNTY BOARD OF TAXATION 
MCBOT ESSAY CONTEST 

 
Property taxation is one of New Jersey’s most pressing public concerns. Within New Jersey, for most residents 
over their lifetime, property taxation will be their single biggest expense. When you rent, it is there. When the 
mortgage is paid off, it is there. When nothing has physically changed about your property, it is there and it 
typically increases year-over-year. The current assessment model has gone remarkably unchanged since the 
1960s. Unfortunately, the chains of habit are too light to be felt until they are too heavy to be broken. 

It is the goal of the Monmouth County Board of Taxation to create a modern framework that provides for the 
most cost-effective, transparent and fair mechanism for the annual distribution of the property tax levy.  
Additionally, the Board seeks out opportunities to have all citizens better understand the critical role of 
property taxation. 

To that end, the Tax Board wishes to educate high school students about one of New Jersey’s most urgent and 
seemingly intractable challenges. To facilitate the education of our youth the Board is conducting an essay 
contest focused on examining the property assessment function. Through the contest, participants will be 
introduced to and explore the frailties of New Jersey’s property taxation system, learn about the function of 
the public sector and, possibly, bring creative and effective solutions. 

CONTEST DETAILS: 

Essay topic: How would you make New Jersey property tax system fairer for all taxpayers? 
Eligible submitters: Monmouth County high school students (current Fall 2018) 
Submission deadline: December 1st, 2018 
Submissions must be emailed to: veronica.schenk@co.monmouth.nj.us  
Submission format: submissions must be in PDF format and may not exceed 1,000 words  
Submissions must include “Submitter Information”: submitter’s full name, high school, grade, email address 
and contact phone number. (“Submitter Information” not included in 1,000 word limitation) 
Submission Form: https://co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=134  
 
CONTEST AWARD: 
Submissions will be reviewed by a panel of Monmouth County public officials. An awards ceremony will be 
held on December 18, 2018 at 4:30 PM at the Office of the County Tax Board, Hall of Records, Freehold NJ.  
Outstanding submissions will be recognized. A $500 gift card will be given to the 1st place submission and a 
$200 gift card will be given to the 2nd place submission. No public funds shall be used for the awards. Awards 
are donated by the Commissioners and staff of the Monmouth County Board of Taxation.   
 
Questions may be emailed to: Veronica Schenk at veronica.schenk@co.monmouth.nj.us 
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