
1 
 

SOLID WASTE CONTROL - 2009 REPORT 
 
The Monmouth County Health Department Solid Waste Enforcement Team (SWET) completed its twenty-second year 
of operation in 2009.  Our staff consisted of a Section Supervisor Environmental Compliance, a Program Coordinator 
Solid Waste, two Senior Environmental Health Specialists, two Environmental Specialists and a Public Health 
Investigator.  The SWET monitored all Solid Waste Facilities and activities for compliance with solid waste law 
pursuant to the NJ Solid Waste Management Act, the NJ Administrative Code, the Monmouth County Solid Waste 
Management Plan, and other appropriate rules and regulations. The SWET monitored solid waste haulers for 
compliance with registration and transporter requirements,  conducted solid waste transporter interviews to determine 
their A-901 exempt registration eligibility, performed recycling compliance inspections at businesses and institutions, 
completed New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Recycling Questionnaire Surveys focusing 
on schools and multi-family dwellings, and investigated and resolved environmental complaints referred to us by the 
NJDEP and local citizens.  Additional priority activities included enforcement activities at the Monmouth County 
Reclamation Center, oversight of the Household Hazardous Waste Program, Warehouse Management for the Strategic 
National Stockpile, and Compliance Assistance for Scrap Automobile and Junk Yards.  
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Historical Recycling Compliance Rates

The SWET conducted 517 inspections at 188 different facilities.  Of these inspections, 14 Notices of Violation (NOV) 
were issued.  Facilities qualified for and were granted grace periods to bring the facility into compliance.  Seven joint 
inspections were conducted with the NJDEP this year to resolve chronic violation issues.  The SWET acted as agents 
of the NJDEP by way of field reports, photographs, aerial surveillance and videos supplementing the States 
enforcement cases.   
 
The SWET conducted 1,186 recycling compliance inspections at 
businesses and institutions throughout the County, resulting in 497 
violations of mandatory recycling requirements.  Significant 
legislative changes in recycling laws caused a change in our 
standard enforcement procedure.  Now, Municipal Recycling 
Coordinators are charged with the responsibility of following up on 
recycling violation referrals from the SWET within their towns.  
Any enforcement a municipality performs must be executed 
through their local ordinance.  The SWET held several field 
recycling enforcement training sessions in 2009 with local 
enforcement personnel.  Training was done at the town’s own 
municipal buildings to help focus the attention of the trainees.  
Municipalities are responsible to report all referral investigation 
findings to the SWET.  The SWET monitors the findings reported 
by the Municipalities.  If the Municipality did not perform or report 
a follow-up inspection to a referral, the SWET could use its 
enforcement powers, and levy a fine on recycling violators who 
were not re-inspected by the Municipal Recycling Coordinator 
after a 30 day grace period.  This new procedure will allow the 
SWET to focus on larger recycling generators, while assisting 

towns in gaining compliance with smaller, more 
chronic violators. 
  
The SWET conducted 980 solid waste transporter 
inspections, while simultaneously conducting waste 
flow inspections at solid waste facilities, and during 
recycling compliance monitoring at businesses.  
This multi-tasking effort resulted in 770 cited 
violations of the NJ Administrative Code.  During 
these inspections we monitor for banned or 
registration and transporter requirements, hazardous 
materials, regulated medical waste (RMW), and 
mandated recyclables.  The NJDEP delegated the 
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medical waste enforcement lead to the SWET for Monmouth County once they were satisfied the SWET could 
perform proper investigation and enforcement of medical waste violations.    
The SWET investigated 56 solid waste environmental complaints originating from the NJDEP and local citizens.  38 
NOV’s were issued and 20 municipal court summonses were issued.  NOV’s that gave grace periods and were not 
complied with resulted in legal action in local municipal court.  All cases taken to court resulted in guilty pleas and 
remediation orders.   Investigations of all NJDEP referrals were responded back within five days with updates on 
current status. The SWET adheres strictly to all CEHA notification and reporting requirements regarding enforcement 
activities and this information is forwarded to the NJDEP on a daily or weekly basis.  Historically, the majority of our 
complaints center on solid waste transporter infractions.  Violations most frequently cited include; failure to ensure 
device used for solid waste transport is registered with the Department, failure to properly mark solid waste 
vehicle/unit or to carry current DEP registration certificate, failure to comply with limitations on approved registration, 
and failure to maintain solid waste vehicles/unit. We were also involved in cases involving waste flow control 
violations pursuant to the Monmouth County Solid Waste Management Plan Intra-State Flow Control Amendment. 
 
The School Laboratory Chemical Management Compliance Assistance Program provided Monmouth County with 
guidance in complying with local, State, and Federal regulations as well as offering best management practices 
pertaining to laboratory chemical management and the New Jersey School Integrated Pest Management Act/Universal 
Waste Regulations. The on-site inspections and NJDEP funding for this program concluded in 2008.  However, over 
12,000 pounds of school chemicals from 11 school systems qualified for proper disposal assistance through the 
Monmouth County Household Hazardous Waste Program this year.  A few others required hazardous material 
contractors to expedite the removal of dangerous old and unused chemicals.  Because of the program, schools are 
minimizing chemical use and purchasing amounts necessary for the specific experimentation. Video presentations are 
replacing live chemical demonstrations.  It is our hope, that we have seen the last of storage areas filled with unknown, 
outdated, or unused chemicals. 
     
The SWET is integrally involved in the management of 
medical supplies from the Strategic National Stockpile 
(SNS).  We are responsible for receiving, storing, order 
picking, shipping of supplies, maintaining chain of custody, 
warehouse safety and security, warehouse personnel 
administration, and deliveries made.  Months previous to the 
receipt of the SNS materials, the SWET was able to recruit 
5 untrained staff and institute “Just In Time” training on the 
warehouse management database.  This year the SNS 
distribution system was initiated in response to the H1N1 
flu virus pandemic.  The Federal Government shipped SNS 
medical materials to the State of New Jersey, and the State 
shipped materials to us.  The management responsibility for 
vaccine distribution and storage for multiple clinics was 
handled in a separate secure location from the secure warehouse where non-perishable medical supplies were shipped 
and stored.  The non-perishable personal protective equipment supplies were managed by the SWET, with assistance 
from other County departments and the Hazardous Materials Response Team.  The warehouse received 435 cases or 
94,126 pieces of SNS medical materials.  With the approval of the State, 230 cases or 54,472 pieces of N95 air 
purifying respirators and sterile surgical masks were disbursed to 5 hospitals within the County.   
 
The operation of two unique programs, the SWET and the Household Hazardous Waste Facility, requires diverse 
training courses as follows: Respirator Fit Testing, DEP Hazardous/Universal Waste Handler Seminar, Right to Know-
Initial, Right to Know-Refresher, WMD Radiation Safety Training, Lockout Tagout Training, Monmouth County 
Health Dept. Haz Mat Drills (12 x throughout the year), Bloodborne Pathogen Refresher, Odor (Sub 5) Enforcement, 
Odor (Sub 5) Enforcement Refresher, Forklift Operators Certification, Microsoft Windows XP Introductory Class, 
NJDEP 80Hr. HazMat Technician Course, Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation, Computer training for Microsoft Excel, 
Chlorine Leak Drill at New Jersey American Water Company, Chlorine Overview and Awareness, DOT ERG Review, 
HazMat Accidents, Level A HazMat Refresher, Improving Management and Leadership Skills, Level B HazMat 
Training, Mercury Refresher, Microsoft Excel level 1 Training, Microsoft Outlook Training, Municipal Recycling 
Coordinators Bi-Monthly Workshops, Nestle Factory HazMat Drill, NJDEP/CEHA Solid Waste Workshop, Plugging 
and Patching Training at Maritime Academy, Presentation at Ocean Twp High School on Laboratory Chemical 
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Management, Radiation Refresher, Recycling Collection Techniques, Recycling Coordinators Primer, Recycling Non-
Traditional Materials, Recycling Practice and Theory, Recycling Public Policy,  Rutgers Odor Enforcement Refresher, 
and Understanding Recycling Economics. 
 
 

2009 HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT REPORT

Historical Trend Analysis For Total HHW Removed From 
The Municipal Waste Stream By All Monmouth County 

HHW Programs
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Unlike many other programs, the Monmouth County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility and 2 single day 
collection events, provided free, direct assistance to over 7,107 
households, not for profit organizations, schools, and 
government agencies who wished to dispose of banned and 
hazardous materials.  Every pound of material that was 
delivered to the Facility was removed from vehicles, sorted, 
packaged, reused, recycled, or disposed of by 5 employees 
who cover 6 day work weeks without incurring overtime.  
Each year, the amount of banned and hazardous waste 
removed from the waste stream exceeds or approaches 1 
million pounds.   Many of the materials collected are harmful 
to our environment.  Greenhouse gas formers, ozone 
destroyers, water, air, and food chain pollutants are amongst 
many of the materials safely and properly handled here. 
 
Every year, collected propane cylinders are used to heat the 
office and warehouse during the heating season and power the 
back-up electric generator for the office building.  Not only 
does this provide free fuel, but the cost of $1.25 per pound 
(disposal contract) for cylinders is avoided.  Based on the 
weight of empty and de-valved cylinders recycled as scrap 
metal (22,130 pounds), and the weight of propane in an 
average cylinder submitted to us (7 pounds), the disposal cost 
avoidance for the year was at least $34,285 dollars.  Brass 
valves generated as a result of devalving the empty cylinders 
in the above operation also produced $974.61 in revenue.   
 
Bi-monthly DPW/Non-Profit/Government collection days 
saved 30,280 pounds of materials from being disposed through 
costlier single day remote collections.  Latex paint is 47% of 
the materials submitted to the program.  The Facility saved 
over $28,000 and recycled over 52% or 198,000 pounds, of 
pourable latex paint this year by collecting and transferring it 
to the Reclamation Center.  This paint was included in the 
formulation of Posi-Shell, which is used as daily spray-on 
cover for the Reclamation Center balefill.  This saved disposal 
costs of over $100 per day for latex paint, in addition to 
ingredient costs in the Posi-Shell formulation.  Also, the 
facility accepted 9,680 pounds of palletized latex paint 
collected by local government agencies. This reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions by reducing transportation distance, 
and made residential drop offs more convenient. 
  
The household battery recycling program recycled over 92,000 
pounds of batteries in 2009.  Significant DOT regulation 
changes had a projected adverse financial effect on the 
program.  Re-evaluation found it is no longer necessary to 
recycle alkaline batteries.  Since 1996, regulations which 
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minimized the use of hazardous components in alkaline batteries have been in force.  Therefore, alkaline batteries will 
no longer be collected because of the reduced hazard and the cost.  Rechargeable and button batteries continue to be 
collected due to their hazardous contents, and the adverse effect they may have on the environment.  This program 
change will save over $40,000 annually.  
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